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might othcrwifc have been ncglcdcd or forgotten, but

by furnifliing better and more cafy means of informa-

tion to future hiftorians.

The prefent compilation originated in accident. A

gentleman, of the Editor's acquaintance, in America,

propofed to himfelf the compilation of a hiftory of that

country, for which purpofe, it was ncceflary to poffcfs

a knowledge of all that had been previously written

upon the fubjedl ; and the EiiiOi* of tlitfe llieets, having

been for fome years in the; habit of intcrcfting himfelf

in every publication that rtLucvl to America, was con-

fulted upon the occafion. Hence proceeded the at-

tempt to acquire that knowledge; and (by a very

natural gradation) the prefent publication, with the

hope of rcimburiing the expenccs of the purfuit.
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The Editor is confcious of many defedls, which he

muft truft to future efforts of his own, (or what is as

much his wifh) to the more fuccefsful labors of others,

to amend. The prefent volume was compiled without

afliftance,

f
'.


