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VOYAGES TO THE
III the evening the weather cleared up, and Comekela prepared to go

on fliore. The news of his intention was foon communicated to the vil-

lage, which immediately poured forth all its inhabitants to welcome

him to his native home. •
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Comekela had now arrayed himfelf in all his glory. His fcarlet

coat was decorated with fuch quantities of brafs buttons and copp6r ad-

ditions of one kind or other, as could not fall of procuring him the

mbft profound refped from his countrymen, and render him an objeft

of the firft defire among the Nootka damfels. At leaft half a (heet of

copper formed his breaft-plate ; from his ears copper ornaments were

fulpended, and he contrived to hang from his hair, which was dreffed

en queuct fo many handles of copper faucepans, that his head was

kept back by the weight of them, in fuch a ftifF and upright poHtion,

as very much to heighten the fingularity of his appearance. For various

articles of his prefent pride Comekela had been in a (late of continual

hoftility with the cook, from whom he had contrived to purloin them ;

but their laft and principal ftruggle was for an enormous fpit, which the

American had feized as a fpear, to fwell the circumflance of that magni-

ficence with which he was on the moment of dazzling the eyes of his

countrymen ;—And fituated as we were, this important article ofculinary

fervice could not be denied him. In fuch a ftate of accoutrement, and

feeling as much delight as ever fed the pride of the mofl fplendid thrones

of Europe or the Eaft, we fet out with him for the ftiore, when a

general (hout and cry from the village aflured him of the univerfal joy

which was felt on his return.
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The whole body of inhabitants moved towards the beach, and with a

moft unpleafant howl, welcomed him onshore. At the head of them

appeared
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