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The entry in the Joiirniil is as follows :
—

"Information heiny jjivon to the IIous(i liy the M«!ml)or from Wor-
cester, that a certain <i(Mitl)-iiiun of iIh; Tosvii of ItoNtoii, [was] wi-li

tlisposol for tlic Kiifoiini^M'iiKMit and Sii|)port of a ProftJHMorof I'liysick

within tliiH I'rovincc, an<l for that (rood l'in'[)OKe would ('h«-arfiiily con-

trihiite out of liis own Kstato u ('onsi(U'ral)k' Sum of Money, |irovid(Ml

this Court will join therein in inaluny a Grant of Lands, or otherwise

estahlisli a ^ood Fund for the valuable Knds aforesaid ; and tlu^ sam('

beinj; eonsicU'red ;

''•Ordervil, That flu! miunhers of Boston, Charlestown, Roxhury, ami
Chelsea he a Committee to treat with the (icntleman, hear him on his

Proposals, atid rep»trt their Opinion »»f what may be proper to •:; done
for the encouragement of so good u Soheme."

The member frotn Worcester who hroufjlit tlie suhjotit he-

fore the House was Colonel John Chiiiuller, and as Dr. Doug-
lass was a larcje land-owner in Worcester (bounty it is not

unlikely that Colonel Chandler knew him personally. Tliis

fact, I am aware, has hut little weight, hut I mention it for

what it is worth ; and in IIk; ahsence of positive testimony it

would seem as ))rol)al)le as not, that Dr. Douglass was the

"certain gentleman of the town of IJoston," who olVertnl to

endow a medical jtrofessorship at that time. The olVer, how-
ever, d(»es not seem to iiavc been accepted, as no further trace

of it is foun<l in the proceedings of the House, or elsewhere.

This attempt is by no means the earliest one in Massachusetts
to promote medical ediuiation, as Mr. Moore sui)poses. Nearly

a century before this time (Jilcs Firmin, a man learned in medi-
cine, had given instruction in this branch of science. The apos-

tle Kliot, under date of Sept. 'J4, KI47, writes to Mr. Sliei)ard,

the minister of Cambridge, and expresses the desire that—
"Our young Students in I'hysick may be trained up better than yet

they bee, who ha\ »^ onely theoreticall knowledge, and are forced to fall

to practise before ever they saw an AiuUomy made, or duely trained up
in making experiments, for we never had but one Anatomy in the

Couiurey, which JNIr. iHli's Firman (now in England) did make and
read upon very well, but no more of that now." *

An anatomy is the old name for a skeleton ; and Mr. Firmin
may be considered, in })oint of time, the first medical lecturer

in tlie country. His instruction, doubtless, was crude, and
comprised little more than informal talks about the dry bones
before him ; but even this was a great hel{) to the learners. At
any rate, it seems to have excited an interest in the subject ; for

* 3 Mass. Hist. Coll., vol. iv. p. 67


