The task of the bridge builders

A word in conclusion: The international bridge building of
which I have been speaking, and of which our international bridges
are fitting symbols, has grown naturally out of our common needs
and our common will to live together as good friends and neighbours.
All stand as acts of faith in human intelligence and good-will. They
mean for us a precious cultural and constitutional heritage which
it is our joint purpose to foster and maintain.

It will be at once obvious that the challenges to an international
order, founded upon the rule of law, are many and dangerous. No
one who looks at the distracted and disordered state of the world
to-day can fail to be impressed by the extent to which the forces
of international anarchy are seeking to prevail, and to subvert those
standards of human conduect which we have come to regard as essen-
tial attributes of our civilization. The task of the bridge builder
remains. I think I speak the mind of both countries when I say
that, not only are we determined to preserve the neighbourly rela-
tions, and the free ways of life, which are our priceless heritage,
but that we earnestly wish to see them become a part of the common
heritage of mankind. To that end, we are prepared to go on building
bridges, to throw the span of friendship and of freedom across the
troubled waters of our time.




