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The rapidity with which the American
people gathered their strength, and the

momentum and magnitude of their war effort, -

have filled the world with amazement. All
Canada joins in admiration for the efficiency
and heroism of the men of the fighting forces
of the United States. In the south-west
Pacific, in the Aleutians, in North Africa, in
Sicily, in the skies over every battle-front
and on all the oceans of the world, their
deeds are recording a glorious chapter in the
history of freedom.

In the combined efforts of the military
forces and the peoples of the United States
and the British Empire, joined with those of
the heroic peoples of Russia and China and
of the other United Nations, lies the certainty
of complete victory over the forces of tyranny
which have sought the domination of the
world.

Canada counts it a high privilege to have
the opportunity of drawing into relations of
closer friendship, understanding, and goodwill,

the United States and the nations of the -

British Commonwealth. We are firmly con-
vinced that in the continued close association
of the British Commonwealth of Nations and
the United States of America lies the surest
guarantee of international peace, and of the
furtherance of the well-being of mankind
throughout the world.

(Translation): Mr. President, once more,
and using this time the other official language
of our country, I wish to extend to you the
most cordial welcome on behalf of all Canada.

Mr. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (Presi-
dent of the United States): Your Excellency,
Your Royal Highness, Mr. Prime Minister
and members of the Parliament, and all my
good friends and neighbours of the Dominion
of Canada,—It was exactly five years ago last
Wednesday that I came to Canada to receive
the high honour of a degree at Queen’s Uni-
versity. On that occasion—one year before
the "invasion of Poland, three years before
Pearl Harbor—I said:

We in the Americas are no longer a far-
away continent, to which the eddies of con-
troversies beyond the seas could bring no
interest or no harm. Instead, we in the
Americas have become a consideration to every
propaganda office and to every general staff
beyond the seas. The vast amount of our
resources, the vigour of our commerce, and the
strength of our men have made us vital factors
in world peace whether we choose it or not.

We did not choose this war—and that “we”
includes each and every one of the United
Nations. War was violently forced upon us
by criminal aggressors who measure their
standards of morality by the extent of the
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death and the destruction that they can inflict
upon their neighbours. .

In this war, Canadians and Americans have
fought shoulder to shoulder—as our men and
our women and our children have worked
together and played together in happier times
of peace.

To-day, in devout gratitude, we are cele-
brating a brilliant victory won by British,
Canadian and American fighting men in Sicily.

To-day. we rejoice also in another event for
which we need not apologize. A year ago
Japan occupied several of the Aleutian islands
on our side of the ocean and made a great
“to-do” about the invasion of the continent
of North America. I regret to say that some
Americans and some ‘Canadians wished our
governments to withdraw from the Atlantic
and the Mediterranean campaigns and divert
all our vast strength to the removal of the
Japs from a few rocky specks in the north
Pacific.

To-day, our wiser councils have maintained
our efforts in the Atlantic and the Mediter-
ranean and the China seas and the south-
west Pacific with ever-growing contributions;
and in the north-west Pacific a relatively
small campaign has been assisted by the Japs
themselves in the elimination of the last Jap
from Attu and Kiska® We have been told that
Japs never surrender; their headlong retreat
satisfies us just as well.

Great councils are being held here on the
free and honoured soil of Canada—councils
which look to the future conduct of this war
and to the years of building a new progress
for mankind.

To these councils Canadians and Americans
alike again welcome that wise and good and
gallant gentleman, the Prime Minister of
Great Britain.

Mr. King, my old friend, may I through
yvou thank the people of Canada for their
hospitality to all of us. Your course and
mine have run so closely and affectionately
during these many long years that this meet-
ing adds another link to that chain. I have
always felt at home in Canada, and you, I
think, have always felt at home in the United
States.

During the past few days in Quebec, the
combined staffs have been sitting around a
table—which is a good custom—talking things
over, discussing ways and means, in the man-
ner of friends, in the manner of partners, and
may I even say, in the manner of members
of the same family.




