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ed the trade and commerce of this country.
At thie bead of affaire was Ple Right Hon-
ourabie Sir Wilfrid Laurier, who for the
last ten years bas gulded the destinies of
tMis country, and what a change camne over:
public affaira. There had been only tbat
eaui gain froma 71,000,000 lettera to 116,-
000,000 letters ln ten years, but ln the next
ten years, from 1896 to 1906 we maiied no
Jeus than 323,000),000 Jettera ln the Dominion
of Canada, and instead of a deficit there
waa a surplus of over $1,000,000 to the
credit of the departinent lu the treasury
of Canada. GratlfyIng as that statement
may be, It bas been brought about lu a]
buainesalike way. How was it doue? Wby,
slmply by atopping the leaka and the rut
boleR lu the department, and ualng buainess
abllity lu the management of the affaira of
the country, by lncreaaiug the postai faci-
lities, by brlnging It more cloaely home to
the people, by reduclng the rate of postage.
For Instance lu 1899, tbe leat year the
tbree-cent rate was ln force, we niailed
150,000,000 letters; the uext year the two-
cent rate camne Into force and we mailed
no less than 17i9,000,000-an lnerease ùr
29,000,000. Lt costs no more to carry a
million letters lu the mails througb the
country than It does one tbousand, and so
wltb the lucrease lu the post office rev-
enue, we opeued over 2,000 new post
offices; we carried the mails twelve mil-
lion miles more tJban lu 189, and by lu-
creasiug facilities by which the people
couid- communicate their wiahes to euch
other, they bave taken advantage of it, and!
Iustead o! a deicit ou the transaction It
bas resulted lu a large surplus. This mat-
ter is exceedlngly gratlfylng. Everybody
muet admit that great progress has beeu
made lu the construction o! the Transcon-
tinental Railway. Tbey have constructed
250 miles of the road west o! Winipeg,
which la already carrying grain. Almost
the whole of the eastern division ls under
contruet, wlth thousanda o! men at work,
wlth every !acility to rapidly carry It to
completion. It la a public enterprise tlîat
muet recelve the sanction and approval of
every bon. ge 'ntleman lu this BHouse. Does
'any man believe that the Transcontinental
Rallway la being bult one day too.soon?
la there any doubt about the necessity
for increased transportation? I observe
that at a1 recent meeting of the Apple

Growers' Association in Toronto, it was
stated that there wvas $1,000,000 worth
0f apples lu Ontario alone for wblcb they
couid not obtain refrigerator cars to carry
themn to the market. That !act alone shows
that we need more railways, that ive neeli
more cars, and that we require better faci-
lities for the transportation of our pro-
ducts, and us tijat great and mlghty North-
weat la hein- peopied with thousanda of
hardy men with atout hearts and strong
arma we must provîde them with facilities
for transport. We cannot stand stili. We
mnuet elther go forward or backward, aud
as the streain of Immigration comes lu,
branch Unes and main hunes muet be con-
structed to enabie people to move their
supplies ln and their products out, and il
would be the most foolish policy lu the
world If we did, not proceed rap!ly with
the construction of this road and other
rouds where they are so, much needed. His
Excelleucy refera to a few Buis that are
to be submltted for our attention. There ls
one in reference to the public control o!
telegruph and telephone lhues. We have
varlous problems before us to solve. We
have the great problem of labour aind
capital. Tbe Act passed by the goverumeut
last year known as the Le mieux Act to
my mind largely solved the difflculty be-
tweeu capital and labour. It only refers
to works o! public utlity, but I believe it
bas already settled and prevented muny
strikes on private undertakinga, sud as
the years go by 1 bave no doubt !ts scope
will be enlarged and; ex-tended, until It
wili uppiy to industrial concerna as well as
concerns of public utillty. We have those
national monopolles such as telegrapb and
telepbone lises and the problema to solve
la to how we eau best handle thein for the
public good, wbether by public ownerabip
or public control, or otberwise. For nly
part I bave neyer been couvinced that It
la a wlae thing for goverumeut to owu these
large concerna. I do not believe that public
ownership ln that respect la a good thlng
or a wise thing. I amn heartily lu fuvour
of the course the goverument la adoptlng,
that they should coutrol nîl those utilities.
We grant these corporations charters, unil
we give them power to build line% acros
our property sud erect their poles and to
charge the public certain rates for tlue
transmission of mesagea. We give thern


