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[Translation]

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

TRAINING COURSES NECESSARY FOR IMMIGRANTS

Mrs. Lucie Pépin (Outremont): Mr. Speaker, Canada is
often referred to as a vast cultural mosaic. This is because as a
group we have always recognized the invaluable contribution
made by immigrants to our society. We have demonstrated
this through measures aimed at protecting the cultural identity
of the varjous ethnic communities that have contributed to the
development of our country.

Canada does have a very good reputation for tolerance and
willingness to accept differences. However, 1 believe there is
much room for improvement. It is not enough to want to
preserve the cultural and linguistic heritage of our immigrants.
We must also promote their integration in our society, and
that leaves much to be desired.

Recently, 1 read to my amazement in an article in the
Vancouver Sun that a number of immigrants, originally from
the state of Punjab in India, were unable or hardly able to
speak English, after living in Vancouver for five years.

It is therefore imperative that language training in one or
both officiai languages be made available to ail classes of
immigrants, because failure to do so will ghettoize them and
turn them into second class citizens.

[En glish]
FINANCE

REMO VAL 0F CAPITAL GAINS TAX ON FARMS ADVOCATED

Mr. John Gormnley (The Battlefords-Meadow Lake): Mr.
Speaker, 1 risc to address the matter of capital gains tax on
farms. It has been said, quite rightfully, that the capital gains
tax is a tax on the life savings of the farmer. Farmers entering
retirement should be able to do so with the fruits of their
labour intact. For the new or expanding farmer, the capital
gains tax only further inflates the already high price of land.

The 300,000 farmers of Canada and their families contrib-
ute much to the life of our country. The economic spinoffs of
farm capital gains tax removal would be many and obvious. 1
support the proposai of the Minister of Finance (Mr. Wilson)
to study the capital gains tax. However, many farmers present-
ly involved in land transactions are uncertain whether to
proceed, and they are stalling their sales until the future of this
tax is settled. I call on aIl Hon. Members of this House to
consider the capital gains tax removal thoroughly and expedi-
tiously, s0 that land will seil and farmers can again act with
confidence.

TOURISM

IMPACT 0F MEASURES ANNOUNCED IN ECONOMIC STATEMENT

Mr. John Parry (Kenora-Rainy River): Mr. Speaker, 1 arn
not sure that the new Government is working in unison. On the
one hand it has recognized the importance of tourism to
Canada by establishing a Ministry of State for Tourism, but it
now appears intent on killing it by the death of a thousand
cuts. Last Thursday in its economic statement the Government
announced a number of cuts in services which will affect this
area. Federal programs in the area of wildlife, water, and
environmental protection are being cut, and user fees for the
services of Parks Canada, fishing permits, and tourist aviation,
are being increased dramatically. Five wildlife centres are
being eliminated, one of which received over 40,000 visitors
this year.

The Minister of Regional Industrial Expansion (Mr. Ste-
vens) announced last Friday that tourism projects will no
longer be eligible for funding under the Industrial and Region-
ai Development Program. My fear is that the Government will
be creating a lot of verbal hoop-la over tourism, encouraging
Canadians to travel within Canada and visitors to come to
Canada, yet will be reducing services, eliminating sites and, in
the whole process, making destinations less enjoyable.

[Translation]
As New Democrats, we are askîng the Government to start

supporting the tourism and hotel industry with actions, not just
words.


