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extensive for us to get anywhere by using
that method. These changes in the principles
and important provisions of statutes are flot
in my opinion the sort of thing which shouid
emanate fromn a commission of five or seven
men.

The DEPTJTY CHAIRMAN: Shall the reso-
lution carry?

Mr. DIEFENBAKER (speaking fromn a seat
beside the Minister of National Health and
Welfare): 1 should likie to ask the minister one
question.

Mr. KNOWLES: What is the portfolio?

Mr. HACKETT: Another competitor for
the leadership.

Mr. DIEFENBAKER: This is just an anti-
cipatory stop). It will flot be long before ail of
us are over biere.

Does the answer the minister bas just given
apply to recommendations as weil?

Mr. ILSLEY: 1 shall give consideraf ion to
that suggestion, but we are not going to the
lengtlis which apparently the lion. member
thinks w'e shouid go.

Resolution reported, read the second time
and concurred in. Mr. Ilsley thereupon moved
for leave to introduce Bill No. M4, respecting
the Revised Statutes of Canada.

Motion agrced t0 and bill read the first finie.

VETERANS INSURANCE ACT
AMENDMENTS WITII RESPECT TO ELIGIBILITY

The house in committee on Bill No. 60, to
imend tise Vcterans Insurance Act-Mr. Gregg
*-Mr,. Golding- in the chair.

On section i Persons eligible for insurance.

Mr. KNOWLES: Before we proceed, could
the msinister say w hethier copies of this bill as
amiended, and! others to follow, are availablo?

Hon. M'ýILITON- F. GREGG (Minister of
Veterans Affairs) :If ;the comimittee desires, I
.hîall outline the amendments madc to the bill.

Subsection 1 ni section 3 of ýthe act sets out
the varions classes with w'hom tise oinister may
enter into a c-ontract ni insurance and tlie time
%within which the persons must appiy for a
contract of insurance.

Lt is now proposed ýto add to those clas.ses
and. at the saine time. extcnd the period within
wliich a person eligibie to obtain insura-nce
musz apply therefor.

Accordingly, subsection 1 of section 3 is beiug
repealed and a new subsection for the purpose
ahove mcntioned is being put forward.

Paragraph (a) of the said subsection extends
,the time of thrce years in which a veteran must
appiy, f0 six years from the date of bis dis-
charge from service or six years fromn the 20th
day of February, 1945, which Ivas the date
upon which, by proclamation, the Veterans
Insurance Act came into force.

Paragraph (b) mereiy re-enaets the present
paragraph (b) of the act.

Paragraph (c) enabies the widow or widower
of a person who died on service during the war
f0 apply for insurance within six years aftcr the
dcath of that per.son or ivithin six years after
the coming into force of the act.

Paragraph (d) enablos members of the
permanent force to take advantage of the acf.
This paragraph puts into statutory formi the
provisiîons of order in council, P.C. 467, of the
7th February, 1947, by which the bonefits of the
acf were cxtended to members of the per-
manent force. The time within which these
members of the permanent force may apply for
bosurance is six years from the Ist of April,
1946, that being tise date on which they first
became entitied by virtue of the above-men-
tioned order in couincil to apply for insurance.

Paragraph (e). Those nierchant seamen who
received or whio uvere entiticd to receive a
bonus pursuant to tise merchant seamen special
bonus orders are now, by virtue of order in
councîil. P.C. 3227, of the 3rd of May, 1945,
entitled to appiy for insurance. This class is
now being given those rights by statute. and,
in addition, the benefits of the act are extended
to tisose mercisant seamen wvho reccived or who
were eligibie to receive a war service bonus
pursuant to tihe mercisant seamen war service
bonus order of 1944.

Paragrapis (f). As tise act presensly stands,
any person wiso is in receipt of a pension
reiating f0 tihe war may appiy for a contract
of insuranco. It bas been fouad that tise
,wording of tise act is sufficientiv broad to
aiiow parenis or persons ti ioco parenhis of
the drcased member of tise forces f0 appiy.
Lt wis nover intcnded that deoendents of the
deceascd mcmber of tise forces. othec than his
widow, wvouid bcecntitied to insurance. Tiat
condition is now cured by conflning "pen-
sioners" f0 tisose m-so obtain thseir penssion by
reason of tiseir ou n disabiljtv. Widows of
persons wlho died during service sviii obtain
fhoir riglits under proposed paragrapis (c). Lt
111,y b" noted tisat sonse parents and otisers in
loco parenf is have already been issued policies
and that aithougs this subsection is, by clause
3 of tihe bill. nmade retroactive to the 1sf of
April, 1947, paragraph (f) is exerspted from
thsis retrosctiv e effecf, and the policies that


