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officer appointed by R.C.A.F. headquarters,
responsible to the AOC Western Air Com-
mand and operating under directives issued by
the deputy minister for air on behalf of the
three services. On August 14, 1944, a board of
officers of the three services determined tiîat
the programme had been compieted in accord-
ance with directives issued. Thereafter the
R.C.A.F. under AOC Western Air Command
assumcd executive control of flic system,
being advised fromn time to time on changes in
requirements by the joint communications
subcommittee, representing ail three services
on the west coast.

The joint conmmunications commnittec of the
threo serviccs in Ottawa lias nlot yet issued
any instructions to the subcommittee in
British Columbia regarding the disposai of
this system, because no disposai action cao
be taken until the services are assurcd that
ail post-war requirements and possible eîiier-
gency requirements wiii be provided for. This
probleni is in the course of active study, and
recomînondations te the cliiefs of staff wiil ho
submittcd by the committee in due course.

This furtiier question wvas aske'd by the
hion. inember for Nanaimo, in the samne con-
nection: Are thero any plans for disposai of
equipment or services into remote Britislî
Columbia areas wlîen the telephone systemn
is ne longer required for defence services?

The' answer is that, a lthnîîgh telephone
services into remote British Columbia areas
may not be used by the defence services from
day to day, thcy arc stili deemred to be an
essentiai defence requirement. Therefore the
air force and the army are carrying on dis-
cussions with a view te, having the army
operate these services. This wouid providc a
training ground to. maitîtain es-,-ntial skilis in
the arnîy, nnd guarantee instant availability
of these facilities in future emergencies.

The next question: What information was
sent from Ottawa to the teiephione board in
British Columbia regarding the disposai of
teiephone cquipment cf the Pacific network?

The answer is that there was none.
The next question: Was British Columbia

Teleýphone given a contract fo extend com-
munications in British Columbia?

Tlie answer is yes.
The noxt question: What fuînds were paid

te British Columbia Electrie for-maintenance
and reconstruction, between Vancouver and
Hope, and bet 'ween Victoria and Port Aiberni?

The answer is: No funds were paid te the
British Columbia Electrie company. An
allotment of $332,650 wvas authorized by an
acceptance of tender in favour of the British
Columbia Telephone company, arranged by
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the Department of Munitions and Supply.
0f this, it is known that $305,069.67 was spent.
This covered the Vancouver-Hlope, Victoria-
Port Aiberni construction only. An annual
sumn cf $54,860 is paid. te the British Columbia
Telephone company for the maintenance cf
these two sections.

At six o'ciock the committee took recess.

After Recess
The committee resumed at eîght o'clock.

Mr. GIBSON (Hamilton West): When the
committee rose at six o'clock 1 was answer-
ing questions that had been asked at previous

sittings.
Mr. PEARKES: Wouid the minister per-

mit a supplementarý? question following the
reply hie gave te me just before six o'ciock?

Mr. GIBSON (Hamilton West): Yes.

Mr. PEARKES: 1 was a littie perturbed
about some of the replies given by the minis-
ter. In ansýwer te the first question it was-
stated that the radio station on flhc Queen
Charlotte isiands had been placed into "care
and maintenance". The termi "care and main-
tenance" usually means that the machinery
is put, int o grease and a caretaker placed over
the cquipment, and that the equipment is
not in operation. 1 realize perfectly well
that the initiai need for that wireless station
vanished when V-J day came. On the other
hand a great deal of money lias been spent
in erecting that communication between the
Queen Charlotte islands and Prince Rupert.
There are not a great many settiers, I will
admit, in the northern part of the Queen
Charlottes, but at the same time it is on
the main route to some of the richest halibut
fishing grounds in the Pacifie and there are
a number of settiers on the Queen Charlottes;
there are also important logging operations
going on there, where they have been taking
out Sitka pine. I suggest that instead of
leaving this valuable equipment in grease,
with a caretaker to look affer it, it would
provide jiîst the type of training whichthe
personnel cf the services require in maintain-
ing wireless communication and would be of
value te the settlers on the Queen Charlotte
islands. hecause it is difficuit for them te
maintain any sort cf communication aeross
the rather rough waters hetween the Queen
Charlottes and Prince Rupert. If what is
heing done in this case is an indication of
wlîat is te be donc regarding the rest of
fhat British Cloluîmhia communications .sys-
tcm, tlien I am seriously perturbed because
it might he an indication that the telephone


