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Farm Prices

Mr. BLACKMORE: Has flot the minister
paid a wheat acreage reduction bonus?

Mr. GARDINER: Not to reduce produc-
tion; it was ta increase production-and it did
increase it.

Mr. BLACKMORE: Oh, this is a most
interesting kind of reasoning. It must be
unique. One ordinarily supposes that if you
pay a man to keep a certain area out of pro-
duction, it would decrease production.

Mr. GARDINER: Hie was flot paid to,
keep it out of production; hie was paid ta
take it out of wheat, and put it into something
else.

Mr. BLACKMORE: What would happen
if we had a surplus of everything?

Mr. GARDINER: lHe wouid change to
something aise.

Mr. BLACKMORE: The minister is think-
ing aiong a profitable lina. If hie wouid kaap
along that lina, I wouid point out ta him in
a very few minutes how without any serious
effort at ail we eau produce of most things
more than Canadians can consume, and more
than we cau sali ta the peoples of the world.
I shall refer, for example, ta my favourite
subi ect of sugar.

Mr. GARDINER: Do flot start on that.

Mr. BLACKMORE: I do not propose to
start on it; but it is a good thing for the
ministar ta bear such things as this in mind.
Let him bear in mind that the total consump-
tion of sugar in Canada to-day could be pro-
duced in Alberta alone, south of Calgary,
without seriously affecting wheat production.
That is ana of the things we have ta face.

I shali just refer ta ana or twa others which
accur ta me. Take the production of alcohol.
Everyona in Canada must have wonderad why
we have had ta have a shortage of gasoline,
and why we couid not produce aicohol for fuel
purpasas. Suraly evaryona has wondared why
it is we hava been se, careful not ta produca
fraely of synthetic rubber, notwithstanding
the fact that appa.rentiy we have an ideal
set-up for such production.

Surely thasa exampies are anough ta indicate
the potential capacity of Canada in connec-
tian with agricultural products. And thosa
potential capacitias wiil be apaned, up, if this
bihl is sincereiy administared. I arn not saying
that it wiii ba sincereIy administered. I do
not know. It may ha admiuistered somewhat
as the meat board was administered this year
in connaction with beef in Alberta. That, of
course, would be an entireIy diffarent matter.

But if it is Ri.ucereiy administerad, as the
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wording of the bill wouid suggest, then this
bill will 8timulate agricuiturai production from.
cost ta coast in Canada in a way which. I
beliave wiii constitute a genuine embarrass-
ment ta everyane who persista in thinking
in ternis of scarcity. Tha question now aught
ta be raised: What would we do with these
surpluses? Wauld we destroy them, or forbid
further production, or give them away? How
would wa pay for them? Ail thesa questions
have ta, be asked.

I am wondering this: As a resuit of the
application of the principles of this bill in
maintaining a floor price, are pricas ta ha
raised ta the consumer? For exampie, supposing
wa sec fit ta pay, we will say, tan cents a dazen
on eggs, s0 as ta put a floor under the prica of
that commodity, would the ten cents ha
charged ta the consumer? If it wouid not, that
would help. But supposa tha govarnmant
raised the price from twenty cents ta thirty
cents a dozen, paid the difference of tan cents
a dozan, and then charged the -consumer
thirty cents, whan the consumer couid other-
wise have bought tham for twenty cents from
the producar. The resuit of this, of course,
would be a matter which. should be given con-
sideration, befora we plunge toa far into it.

Another matter which I suggest should ha
cansidarad at this stage, is this: Is ie the
intention ta maka Canada more seif-sufficiaut.
or ta leave Canada more or leas non-self-
sufficient, as it is at present? That is, is this
bill intended ta ba appliad so as ta causa the
people of Canada ta produca successfuihy cer-
tain agrîcuitural products which at the presant
tima it might appear could more profitably
ha imported from abroad?

Let us suppose wa are dealing with butter.
Wouid the object be to raisa the price of
butter ta producers in Canada, so that it would
not ha profitable for anyoua ta import New
Zealand butter, thereby teuding ta shut out
the New Zealand produet? I give this just as
illustration. Wouid that be the general ides.?
Wouid the idea be ta raise the price of wool
ta producers in Canada ta the point whera it
would pay the Canadian wool grawer 50 wel
ta produce woal that the country would pro-
duce ail aur requirements of that commadity?
These serve as an illustration of the point
I have in mmnd.

I think the gaverument has ta decida defin-
itahy, bafore long, whether it proposas ta
make Canada a more and mare saîf-sufficieut
country, or a country more aud more depand-
eut upon foreigu trada. If it doas not make a
definite dacision in this respect, than itq pohicies
wiil ba at variance with each other, and there
wilh ha a iack of consistency in the moves
the gavernmeut makes.


