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Old Age Pension&-Mr. Dunning

one hand those anomalies in the regulations other. Therefore I shall fot indulge my hion
which had the effect of depriving really de- friends in the corner to-night by a discussion
serving persons of the benefit of the act, and, of the control of credit and currency in Canadaýon the other, those weaknesses in the regu- Mr. QUELCH: We have that now.
lations which made possible abuses in the- -

payment of pensions to persons whom neither Mr. DUNNING: I hope on some future
this parliament for the legislatures really in occasion, if opportunity serves and hion.
tended should receive the benefits of the members will give me sufficient time, to
leg-isiation. I am bound to say that after we demonstrate to the house that this parliamen-t
had wrestled with the matter for the best part through instruments which it bas created and
of a week a greater degree of unanimity whicb are now in orieration does control
became manifest than I had ever hefore ex- currency and credit in Canada day by day,
perienced in a dominion-provincial confer- week by week and month by month. The

ence, and as a resuit I think there is a con- of iy question is wbether tbe proper metbods
siderable improvement in the administration ofcontrol of credit and currency are being
of the Old Age Pensions Act. used by the instruments which this parliament

bas created and which are under its own
I arn convinced, however, that you cannot control for that purpose. On some future

have the maximum of efflciency and of fairness occasion I shall attempt to demonstrate that
in the administration of an old age pension this function is being performed by the
acheme administered as this one is by each of instruments whicb parliament created for the
fine provinces operating within the scope of purpose, and that the control is real and
its own sole jurisdiction, and the dominion continuous. My hon. friends in the corner
government putting up seventy-five per cent will then have an opportunity-I arn sure
of what they spend for old age pensions, with tbey want it-to tell us whit their kind of
the right of audit but with no right to inter- money really is and how their control of
fere with the manner in which the province ia credit and currency would function. - - -

administering its own law. So I say again For my own part I find it difficult to under-
the experience with old age pensions does flot stand any scheme for giving money or its
encourage me ta believe that the path of equivalent to any part of the Canadian people
concurrent legisiation as between each of nine without taking money or its equivalent in
provinces on the one hand and the dominion eqa esr rmters fteCnda
on the otber is a desirable way to tackle our people. You may describe wealth in any
social problems. I refer ta it particuIarîy in termis you like, Mr. Speaker, but you cannot

reltio tosocalprolem heaue i isin he change that principle. At the present time
rieldto o social legisiation tas t principal in our economy, if we want to redistribute

fied o soiallegslaiontha th prncialwealth-and in measure any old age pension
difficulty exists in connection with our pro- scheme is a redistribution of wealth-we have
vincial-federal constitution. In the field of one method whereby we can secure the
labour legislation and social legislatio-n gener- wherewithal to, do it. That is to tax ail of
ally our constitution as it stands at present tbe people in order to be able to give the
imposes most of the obligation upon the proceeds of that taxation ta some of the
provinces or upon such oreatures as the prov- people. That is a very well recognized
inces ni create in the form of municipalities metbod, and if -there is any more painleus
or otinstitutions to carry out that obliga- method which can be suggested by my hion.
tiona hall before concluding make a few friends in the corner I arn willing to sit at
su tions along that line looking to the their feet and learn. But I must say that
future; but in the meantime 1 want to lookc after reading ail of their literature I have
realistically at the side of the picture wbich come to the conclusion that it merely involves
the Minister of Finance must look at, that of calling things by different namnes and multiply-
the cost of any proposal of magnitude which ing thern. However, there will be a further
comes before the house. When I speak of opportunity to discuis that matter, I am sure,
cost in this connection I mean cost in terms and I know my hon. friends well enough to
of money which is generally acceptable, money know that they will welcomne it just as much
which we are ail willing to accept at one MI will. - - -

hundred cents on the dollar. I arn not dis- ow, what will this cost, in terms of cost
cussing tonih an ohrkn ofm ey'lat are understandable ta ail of us. Our
than that which is in my pocket and, I assume, hon. friends of the social credit group have
in the pockets of everyone else here. I know an advantage over the rest of us. They can
from experience that the people receiving old understanïd quite easily what we mean in
age pensions expect to receive money which terms of cost; they function under the samne
will be good from one end of Canada to the syatem as we do; but ail the rest of us find it


