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too strongiy thbe aibýoIute. urgent. vital
necessity of increased produictioni of food
in Canada during- this year and next
year. J abisoluitedy agree wit.bi what nîy right
hon. f rieind s'aid 'a mi-.omnent ago, that, the
issue of thi-s war rnay depend upon food
pradiudtion in the United States anil in
Ganada, iaird 1 hope thlat every miember of
t.his Parliieàt, everyone w'ithin rouqid of
my voice, wiil lend. ýis aiýd an-d his influence
to thiis aillNiirnpotan:t inoveinent in order
that the prurposeis of tihe Aliied nations miay
tihereiby be asis'sted, and, 1 hope. riendered

Sone lion,. MEMBElIS: Hear, hcar.
Sioe ROBERT BORDEN: Furthler, wi-th re-

gard ta focod conservation, M-Nr. Han-na, about
the t.ime tûiba;t aie resigned bisý dutie>s as Food
Controlier, mnade ýa very elaborate report of
lils warýk up 'ta that tinie. 1 shall no't paýuse
to d:weli utpon it; it xviii bc laid -upon tue

tiable of thé House ini the near
5 p.m. ýfuture. Mi. Hannwa br*ougb't ta

a very difficuit task. inideed, an
uniusual energy and great abiify. I ain
conifident that lion. inenîhe.rý, wiien they
read bis report, will ýhave, perhaps. a gre-ater
appreciation of the wo.rk peî forined dnring
bis tenture cof th'at office.

Now, I cornie niext ta taie qii(,sioîi of ship-
buildinig, iand for üii reason. itlihat, aithough
xve niïay raise troops, and aitlioughi we nî.ay
provide food, neverthicaes taie troop.s canniot
be triansiported overiseas ta perforin thieir
service, and the food canin-ot bc 'nade, avail-
able for Greait Britain nd the Alied naitionis
uncss~ thierc iare icoaus of traiiportatioii
acros~ 'the Atianiti,. Before aliudig ta uliat
bie presonît Governuiienit has donc in its
shiýphuiýIdingu poiicy, 'the House vili ýbe i-
terested to know milhat blais heen alicollp-
iished hy the Britisih Goverunent tahra'ughi
tho Iimperial Munitions Board, ai'd wbiat
work is ncxv being carricd on, The Imi-
perlail Munitions Iloard 'have underbaken ýta
constuct-and I ibelieve ail tiese ships -are
ncow under constr'uction-43 steel ships af a
tonnage af 211,300 'dead, weight, and 46
wodAen .a!hips of -a tonnage of 128,800 dead
weight. The cost of the steel shiýpa la $40,-
000,000; the cost af the xvocden albips la $24,-
500,000, ar $64,500,000 a)ltogetlier. The total
number of ahipa is 89, and the total tonnage
ia 340,100. TIhe first vessel, a -woo-den vesasel,
will be lauinjhed iii tbe inonth cf May and

viii 'be put inediateiy iuta commission.
I hxave .asked the Miniister cf tbe Naval

Service ta give me 'a memoranidumi of wh'iît
bas 'been done ini ca.rTying cut the p.oiiey
upoîs wbiclî the prescîit Adm)inistration eîn-
barked lait autumrn. An 'appropriatiýon cf

[Sir RoYbert Borden.]

$23.(O.0 ha-. been a.uthorizsd, so far as
Couincil e a able ta authorize it, for the
presenrt year. and the ieniorandumn xvhich I
shial take tiie liberty oîf rea-ding ta the
flouse da *as fio's

Referring ta the recentiv announced policy
off sýhp construction undertaken, on behalf of
the Gcvernment by this Department, the ln-
tention is ta confine at present the awarding
off contracta for the construction off steel ships
ta yards already established and actually
engaged in constructing steel ships. The yards
equipped and at present engaged in constructing
steel ships are as ffoltows-

Canadrian Vickers Limited, Montreal, Que.
Davie Shipbuildirg Conmpany, Quebec.
Kingston Sh$cpbuilding Comnpany, Kingston,

Ont.
Coilingwood Shi;xbailding Company, Colling-

wood, Ont.
Poison Iron Works, Lirnited, Toronto, Ont.
Dominion Shipbxîilding Comnpany, Toronto,

Ont.
Midland. Shipbuilding Company, Midland,

Ont.
Port Arthur Shij.buildiiîg Camp-aiy, Part

Arthur, Ont.
British American Shipbuilding Company,

Welland, Ont.
Canadian Ailis-Chalmeis Company, Bridge-

burg, Ont.
Wallace Siîipyards, Limited, Vancouver, B. C.
J. Coughlan and Son, Vancouver, B. C.
The üstiniated combined c'apacity off timese

several yards is approx'irately 250,a50 tons per
year. Ail off tiiese yards with the exception off
the Kingston Shipbuildiîîg Conmpany are ait
the present time fully occupiedl in coîistructing
ships for the, Iperial Munitions Board or for the
'toverninn t. As the ships under contract for
the Imperial Munitions Board are comptetedl
and the building bertlis berorne vacant, they are
ta te inmnediately occuppied by the Gavera-
ment.

Wrhea ttac Gai eînme'ît launchied its programme
cf shipbuilding, two berthe anly at the yards
throughout Canada, ivere vacant, anc of these
was at the yxard of Canadian Viokers, Limnited,
Montreai and anc at the Collingwood Ship-
building Company's yard.

A contract has been placed with Canadian
Viekaers, Limited for the construction off a.
steel viessel cf 4,30,0 tans deadtweight capacity,
the keel «f which has al-ready been laid and,

oansiderable construction work begun as well.
A contract has already been concluded with

the Collingwood, Shipbuilding Company's yard
for a ship off 3,7a0 tans deaýdweight oapacity,
the niaterials for which are in the course off
delivery. Bath off these vessets will be in
commission before tie close off navigation next
fait.

The next building berth ta become vacant
illilibe in May niext at Canadian Viokers,

Limnited. On this berth it is proposed ta lay
down a ship off 8,100 tons deadweight capacity,
which vesset wilt also be compteted and in
commission before the end off the year.

Pua berthe will become vacant at the
Collinigwood Shipbuilding Company's yard ait a
tater date in May. These berthe will be at
once occupied, with ships off 3,000 tons dead-
weight capacity each, for which the material is
now under order. While the bouldera hold out
hope that these vessels may be ready beffore


