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means that the Canadian shipper has to
take the option of putting his cargo upon
river boats and -sending it through the
canal te iake Ontario, .and thence to Mont-
-reai, or of sending it through iBuffalo to
New York by rail. When the Welland
canal is deepened, we shall have an unin-
terrupted lake navigation system to King-
eten, ýat the lower end of lake Ontario.
Then Canadian wheat can te .brought down
to the end of la.ke navigation, and carrled
thence on riveïr boats to Montreal.

Some one said the other day-I think it
was the hon. member for East Simcoe (Mr.
Bennett)-that when the grain reaches thie
end of lake Ontario there is a danger cf
its ibeing diverted te Oswego and thence te
New York. I do net think there will bie
-any difficul'ty in this regard, because the
grain ýhaving reachedithe lower -end cf lake
Ontmaio, -the shipper wili have the option
cf sending it te Montreal by water or send-
ing it te New York by rail, and when it
cornes te a choie between river trans-
portation and rail transportation, the for-
mier is always considered the more advan-
tageous.

For my part I arn, as I have always been,
in favour of the deepening cf the Welland
canal and of iin'preving the St. Lawrence
navigation system. But, I shall be asked,
if that be the case, what would be the
advantage cf' having another water route
by way cf the Georgian bay and Ottawa
river? There are two freasons for this, and
one cf them is that the trade which is
looming up in the West wiil in the future
be se vast that it will require ýaIl the f acili-
'ties we can afferd te -carry it. I do net
think we have a sufficient appreciation, net
merely cf the possibilities but cf the cer-
tainties cf the developmnent cf Canadian
tirade. We have only te compare the
tonnage cf the vessels passing thrcugh the
St. Lawrence Canal systemn with the tonnage
which passes tbrough the most famous
canal in the world, the Suez canal, te see
the immense dîfference there is between
the possihilities cf the one -and the possi-
bilities cf the other. The Suez canal serves
as a means cf communication between
300,000,000 people. ini Europe and 800,000,000
people in Asia. The total tonnage-
I have net the data for the last year or
two, but I arn sure that the amount can-not
have varied very much, because the canal
ha-s reached the limit cf its possibilities-
the total tonnage which passed through the
Suez canal in one year neyer exceeded, I
believe, more than 50,000,000 tons, whereas,

last year alone, on the Canadian canal on
the St. Mary's ri1er the total tonnage ex-
ceeded '39,000,000 tons. Assuming that there
is as great a tonnage en the UJnited States
side, the total would be. 60,000,000 tons,
more than four times the tonnage cf the
Suez canal; and vie are only at the begin-
ning of our development.

We obtain a very good idea of the develep-
ment of Canadian trade if we simply com-
pare the tonnage passing through the
canal on the Canadian side of the St.
Mary's river in the year 1912 with that cf
the year 1902. In 1902 the tonnage whîch
passed over the Canadian canal on the St.
Mary',s river 'was about 4,500,000 tons; in
ten years it increased -te the enormous
figure of 39,000,000 or more, se that in within
a decade the tonnage passing over the canal
doubled and trebled and quadrupled, and it
still increases. This is sufficient qualifica-
tion net only for our having what facilities
vie have to-day, but for our providing for
the future aise. There are 100,000,000
people to-day in the North American con-
tinent, and it is safe te assume that within
the next 100 years that figure wiii increase
te 250,000,000. These are people cf the
greateet commercial races cf the worid, se
that there is ne limit net merely te the
possibilities but te the certaînties cf trade
deveiopmit on this continent.

In considering a poiicy cf impreving the
waterways cf the St. Lawrence and Ottawa
rivers, we have te consider that vie should
provide for increase cf trade not oniy on
the Canadian aide, but aise on the United
States side. The people cf the United States
have the saine right te the use cf -the waters
of the St. -Lawrence as we have, and if we
build a canal vie do se for the purpose of
drawing trade not only from the Canadian
side but from the United States si.de as
well. Ail the great etates south cf lake
Superior-Illinois, Wisconsin, Minneseta, the
Dakotas and Montana-always seeking
water navigation, send their .cargees
through eeaperts on the United States or
the Canadian side and over the St. Law-
rence system. If we have these advantages
on the St. Lawrence, what would be the
advantage, it may be asked, cf develeping
another system in the Geergian Bay canal
and the Otawa river. It is simply a matter
cf distance. If you lock at the map, yeu
find that the waters ef the St. Lawrence
syastem, as they recede frem lake Superior
and advance eastward, take a southeriy
direction until they reach Detroit, and
then corne back towards the north.


