
244T [(COM MONS) 24

gloves, for Otlhur purposes, cost miuch
cheaper ; but in the Auditor General's Re-
port, oidinary gloves apparently gc. in at
the sane price as the special arti'le. And
so all the way through. To niy mind, if the
publie and 1arliaent want that informa-
tion, they vant it in full, and it ought to
be put in the report as received by the
Auditor Geeral froin the departiueut. It
ought fnot to be put in as his clerks are
pleasedl to cnsider will suffice. Timue aud
again, page after page, there art miuost
unfair re)reseita tions that coul p1ossibly be
iade. The hon. gentleman referred to the
question of superantioion. I think the
Minister of Finance explained hoiw iuch
there is in the theory of the Auditor General
on that sulibet. Tlose who are 'n that list
conneeted with lhis office have died : those
conneeted witlh the Finance Departmuent on
the list Ihave not. The promotion of mu ii
bas beeun more rapid in the Auditor Gen-
eral's I)epartment, as I amn inforrmed, than
in any other in the service of the Govern-

how we are to get the most perfect systen
of audit, unless we ask him. He is simply
what the founder of the systein lu Eugland
has called a "passive otticer."' He is au
oriicer who simply puts facts before Parlia-
itent. and it is his duiy to confine hinself
to the facts. If the staff at lis disposal was
only able to put so much work before Parlia-
tent, he would place tthat work before
'arliament. Thei if lie were asked by the

Public Accounts Committee why lie did not
investigate further. lie could make his reply
I did aIl I could with the staff at my con-
mand. le would then be examinvd as to
the work his staff were employed upon, and
it would be for the comnittee to report to
the louse that the audit office was not suti-
eiently nanned, or some other action would
b-e taken. That is the manner in which the,
audit office ought to speak, and not by criti-
eising. It is not. according to English prece-
dent, for the audit otfice to take a position
which makes it an ally of the members of
the Opposition and causes it to speak from

ment, takin; the clerks all round. What the Opposition benches. TIe object of the
comipliaint cau be founded oin that ? As re- audit oilice is simply to ascertain the naked
gards the etutting down of the expenditure. facts and leave them for Parlianent to con-
nearly every department alis lad its ex- sider or discuss. In tha.t way alone would
penditure eut down this year, as lias been the Auditor General properly 1111 the position
said more titan once. But the only point on hli olds-that is. if he is to be et service to
whiei thie hon. nienber for South Oxford ayr government and not to be, as he thinks
seemed to dwell was this question ofth inecessary, hostile to or unpopular with any
$500 or so in conneetion with clerical as4ist- government. If he does his duty properly;
ance. It is well known that the Auditor it is to the disgrace and discredit of the
General and tie clerks of bis department, Government that lie should be unpopular. If
instead of doing this work whieh lie thinks lie performîs bis duty as laid down by Parlia-
will be in arrears, attend needlessly th nient, under directions given hIim by thŽ
Committee of Public Accounts which sits -Public Accounts Committee, he does what
twice a week. even when that committee any governnent should be grateful to i-n
is not engaged in any system of audit but for doing ; but if lie steps outsidetof that, in
in an inquiry into the policy and the manner the way lie is attenpting to do now, and
of carrying on our public works. You will goes beyond bis duty, he creates the sus-
find at every meeting present the Auditor picion, in the minds tof many in the country,
General himself and one of his clerks. A that he lias some object in making these
different course pursued by him would, I criticisms and attacks on the Government.
am satisfied, enable him to do mueh of the I propose not only to submit this petition
w-ork he comphiins will not be done if lie to the test of eminent experts on the ques-
does not receive this $500 additional and tien in England, but to the opinion which
have one or two promotions made. Let me the same Auditor General himself formed
quote one or two extracts from the petition of his public duties as far back as 1879, when
to. show that the Auditor General has most lie first assumed the position, and also to the
unduly misconceived his responsibilities and opinion given at that time from the Depart-
his duties as such. lie says : ment of Justice, written by Mr. Lash, who

was then Deputy Minister of Justice.
That it is quite uscless to make the Auditûr

General a parliamentary officer with the object
of securing an Independent examination of the
expenditure of $40,000,000 and of the collection of
the same amount of revenue, as well as of giving
an intelligible statenent in detail of all, while
there is left entirely in the hands of those whose
financial transactions he is to criticise, the power
to give or withhold assistance, and the power
to promote the clerks or keep them for ever In
the same position.
That statement shows that he does not
properly appreciate bis duties in that con-
neetion. What are they ? It is not for him
to tell us how we are to establish an audit
office, how we are to amend the Act, or

Sir CHARLES HUmBERT TUPPER.

It beingr Six' o'clock. the Speaker left the
Chair.

After Recess.

Sir CHARLES HIBBERT TUPPER. Mr.
Speaker, before I resumte the observations
that I ventured to begin before the House
rose, I wouild like to add to what I said
in referring to Rule 86. Of course, the Gov-
ernment did not take any objection, nor
did any member of the House, to the con-
sideration of this petition ; and, perhaps, I
went too far in the application of that rule.
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