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this country is in the direction of educating and
training efficient. otieers and drilli masters. I think
tiat with a small trained force, snaller even than
wvlat we have at, the present time. anti withî otticers
capable of taking recruits and drilling them, the
'est initerests of the country will be served. This

discussioi on military matters mîust have reference
to iithiulties of sole kind lin which we may
pussibly be inivolved iin the future. It cannot be
coniteded that. owi g to popular outlbzreaks iii
certain locat.lities, from th peculiar circuistanles
iii those localiti es, the Dominiioi of Canada is, ii
the course of the future, likely to becoime involved
in any very large military operations. he only
nation with which we are at all likely to coIle iito
collision is of course the nation to the south of us*;,
an1d I think, speakiiig i the least moderate mianner

)f our populatioii and resources and abilities, it is
qlite idle for this Dominion to pretend that we are
spenliing imoey withany idea of being able to cope
wit h that populous and wealthy nation.

Nir. DENISON. I quite lisaîgree with you.
-\Ir. FLINT. I think the milita ry idea in Cai-

ada should be discouraged rather than encouraged.
\\ hile I agree that a mihitary organization. with
skeletoun regiuents aiil an efficient staff, together
with militarv schools, and, possibly, the annual
drill of a smuall numunber Of men, with the view of
making drill-iasters and offieers, ought to be the
true pOicv of the Adînumnstration, there ought not
to be any idea entertained that the people of the
ountry will be disps without stronger ireasoIIS

thaif hire hitherto been given, to place at the dis-
p'sal of the G'overnment any larger suins for these
puirposes thanî are now voted by Parliaient. I
thiuk, however, froi lhe discussions which have
itiaea thakei place iii this House, and the further

dasthat wdhbeplaced at thedisposal of the
Minister of \Iilitia b>y experts, that it is within the
1>oundk of possibility that greater etfliciency wili
be secured, even with the funds already at his
disposal, than we have at the preselît time. I desire
to express my high appreciation of the Militia
Departnent, aid with regard to the snazll local
cOrpS with vhich I amîî acquaimteti, I desire to say
that I believe they have in the main received such
encouragement from the ( overmnent as has contri-
buted very much to> their etEiiency ; antid I ain gra-
titied, as a private citizen, tonotice the compliments
paid that smîall force by those who have visitei our
neighlbourhood, fron tiie to tine, to inspect then.
I vill heartily concur in any legislation to bring
abolut greater etticieicy, providing it doesî'not in-
volve any considera>le icrease Cin the general
expenditure.

M\Ir. BOWELL. I desire to say a few words in
answer to the renarks of ny hon. friend the mem-
ber for Colchester, with reference to the granting of
passes to volunteers fromn Halifax to Bedford over
the lItercolonial Railway. The lion. gentleman, on
behalf of his constituents, the volunteers wlho are
in the habit of attending the annual sliooting
matches at. that place, applied for passes on the
tro<>unds he has stated. I made enquiry of the de-
partmient,and was inforned that passes were nlot
graiitedi upon any authority froum lheatiquarters.
No doubt mîy hon. fricnd has been informned differ-
enitly, but it is certainly without the knowledge of
the authorities here that these men were allowed
free passage. However, I will nake still further
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enquiry into the natter. I may say tlat I fuilly
conctu iin the remarks mate by that hon. gentle-
man and others. that if the permission to travel
free were given to any portion of the volunteers of
Nova Scotia, it ouglht to be extended to all the
others. liy hon. friend said that I coolly referred
him te the ilinister of AMilitia. I kinow there had
been correspondence between the Departmiîent of
Raihas ani C auals and the Militia 1)epartment
on thtissubject :-and as far back as the tim-e when
-Sir Charles Tupper liatd charge of the Railway
llepart ue. at the instance of the Minister
of Ailitia, reduced the rates, and the matter
stanls iin that position ait present. Vitl refer-
ence to the suggiestion made by the lion. iembl.er
for Cumiherland, and others, tliat the roai sholti
be pheed at the disposal of all volunteers and
miltitamentravelling over it, tlat. is a matter
ihih would require very serious consideration.

ItJ is very well to sav thuat because it is a govern-
ment railway. it costs nothing: ;but the saie
argument w-ould apply witih e te saie force to the
carrying of the mails. Yoit uumiglt as well sav
that. there is no cecessity for chargmug the lPost
Ottice I)epartmîîent for carrying the mlajils. because
that is only takimog out of Jone pocket and ptiutitng
im the other. I do iot see wly the Mlitia
IDel)epart meut should not pay the fares of the
volunteers when they are carriet over our rail-
wav, as well the Postmaster (enieral for ithe Car-
riage of postal inatter: but if that systeî were
aulopted, v lion. colleague would have to ask for
a larger appropriation, and I have lit) douit. if
the generosity of his colleagues wouild leai thm to
give it to lîhmu, lie yould wilingly spen'd it. If,
liowever, lie were calletd on to pay the passages of
t.hose voliinteers who live along the lme o lthe
intercoloial Railway, I do not see how lie cul
refuse to pay for those vhîo travel over the (radii
Trunk Railway anîd other railways i other parts
of the Dominion. Thtis is a inatter which must
receive the attention of the department, as regaîrds
applying the one rile to all volunteers whether
they live in Halifax or in other sections. BJefobre
sitting down, I desire to dissent in loto froum the
renarks of the hon. nember for Yarmouth. have
no symîîpaîtlhy vith the sentiment lie expressei. If
there is any logic iii his reasoning, I cannt ntider-
stand how it is lie advocates the expenditure cf one
cent on the nilitia. To be consistent, lie shoult
oppose the expenditure of a dollar on the force. If
his idea is correct, that in case of an tditiculty
with the country to the soutl of us, agaist
which powerful a-nd wealthy nation, lie says,
it is absurd to suppose that we could do anything,
then we ought not to speid anything. R~ut, Sir,
the militia of Canada in the past hiave proved that
they are quite capable of defending tlieir hotes
and heartlhs and I 1believe that if. unfortunately,
which I trust inay never occur, they should ever
be callei upon to do what their forefathers
did, they will be quite preparetd to defend their
homes against any invader. It is inot logical for
gentlemen to stand up in this House aud urge
expenditure to perfect our inilitianen, and tlien,
in the sane breath, tell us that iio possible gocd
can resuilt therefrom. 1 am not prepared, if the
hon. gentleman is, in case we are thrcateiiei, no
natter froi what part of the world, to throw up.
the sponge and cry pecavi. I do iot thinl&thîat is
the spirit which actuates the people of Canada, and
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