
COMMONS DEBATES

and elections of their friends. During that
time, of course, they had no opportunity to
prepare their measures and elaborate the
details. The House then had to be summoned
in order to meet the requirements of the
Union Act, to pass the supplies and such
measures as were immediately necessary. He
hoped tomorrow to be able to state what
measures would be pressed on the attention
of the House during the first part of the
session, which he hoped would be got through
in a very short period. It was proposed that
Parliament should meet again in February.
The reason of the delay was that, in the first
place, it would give the Government two
months to elaborate its measures, and they
should endeavor, as far as possible, to pre-
pare the Bills and send them to members
during the adjournment, that they might con-
sider them at their homes. Another reason
for the delay was, that the arbitrators
between the General Government and those
of Ontario and Quebec could not, according
to the Union Act, be appointed until after the
General Parliament and both Local Parlia-
ments met, and until the arbitrators met we
we could not ascertain what property the
Dominion had-what was the state of ac-
counts between the General Government's
and the Governments of Ontario and Quebec,
or how the assets and liabilities were to be
divided. He might mention now one measure
which would be submitted during this part of
the session. The Union Act rendered impera-
tive a measure for the construction of the
Intercolonial Railway; a commencement had
to be made within six months of the Union
corning into operation, and the subject there-
fore had to be dealt with without delay. The
House would be asked also to give the
necessary votes of credit carrying out the
administration of public affairs. He begged
now to give notice that he would introduce a
bill similar to the first act of last session,
continuing the suspension of the Habeas
Corpus Act, and also an act to extend to the
whole Dominion the act for the trial of for-
eign aggressors. It would be anomalous that
there should be one kind of tribunal in one
section of the Dominion for the trial of such
parties, and another kind of tribunal in
another section.

Mr. Howe said that a minister in the other
House, referring to a measure in the matter
of the fisheries and marine, stated that it
would take till next spring to prepare that
measure. Now, as the fishermen on the sea-
coast were prepared to go to sea early in the

[Sir John A. Macdonald (Kingston)]

spring, they ought to have as early a notice
as possible of what the intentions of the
Government are.

Sir John A. Macdonald said he had no
doubt the Fisheries Bill would be introduced
early in the second part of the session.

Mr. Howe, in regard to the period when
Parliament should re-assemble, said he would
prefer the second part of the session should
not commence till March. If we were having
February weather now, what sort of weather
we would have in February, who could tell!
(Laughter)

Sir John A. Macdonald said that if they
met in March the Nova Scotians would be
telling them they were as mad as March
hares. Here it had been found that the best
normal period for assembling Parliament was
the end of January or the early part of
February.

The motion was carried.

INTERPRETATION OF THE STATUTES

Sir John A. Macdonald introduced a Bill
respecting the interpretation and'construction
of the Statutes.

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR CANADA

Hon. Mr. Langevin introduced a Bill re-
specting the Department of Secretary of State
for Canada. In introducing the Bill, Mr.
Langevin explained the provisions of the
proposed measures. The Department of
Secretary of State for Canada was to be
under the management of the Secretary of
State, and Under-Secretary of State. The
Under-Secretary of State would perform the
duties assigned to him by the Governor
General or Secretary of State, and the De-
partment would be a medium of communica-
tion between the Government of the Do-
minion and the Imperial Government and
other parties. Besides the Secretaryship, the
office of Registrarship of the Dominion would
also be vested in the Secretary of State; and,
as Registrar-General, he would have to regis-
ter letters patent and other instruments and
documents, under the great seal of Canada.
The Indian Department would form a branch
department of the Secretary of State, under
the control of which all Indian lands and
grants in the Dominion would be placed. The
laws in the various Provinces in regard to
Indian affairs being different, it was neces-
sary, and provision was made in this Bill to
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