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[Texte]

long-term thing and anyone who regards this as a panacea or
as a glib statement is wrong. I think all the members of this
Committee recognize that we have to get back to the grass
roots and start from there and create models of success, not
only for the Indian people but also for the non-native commu-
nity and change attitudes there.
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I say it quite openly. I believe there is a certain negative
perception when one speaks, for instance, about the functions
of this department. I have spoken to my officials about it and I
am very pleased about their attitude in that they want to build
a perception that, in fact, along with the Indian people, with
those that we are to serve, for whom we have responsibility, a
very co-operative effort be developed and we can to some
degree change that attitude. But, I say to you, Mr. McKnight,
that is going to be a long process.

Mr. McKnight: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

The Chairman: Thank you, Mr. McKnight. Mr. Watson.

Mr. Watson: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like, first,
to congratulate the government on the choice of Dr. Holmes
for his role on northern claims negotiations. I think it is an
excellent choice. I have every confidence that Dr. Holmes will
do a good job. My experience with him on the Committee was
such that it encourages me to feel very confident that the
negotiations will be in good hands. He is a most honourable
member and one that the people in the Yukon can have
confidence in as being a very fair person.

I would like to move on to deal with what I think are two or
three—perhaps “contradictions” is too strong a word—but
what appear to be contradictions in statements that the Minis-
ter made to me in response to a question on the Late Show and
what he said today. He made reference to consultation with
the Council of Yukon Indians, prior to his letter of instructions
to the Commissioner of the Yukon which had the result of,
eventually, the resignation of the Commissioner. The Minister

says at page 389 of the House of Commons Debates, at the
bottom of the page on the left-hand side:

On the matter of consultation, I was in the Yukon, I met
the Yukon territorial government and I met with the
Council of Yukon Indians while I was there. In fact on
Friday, the weekend before the letter was sent, I tele-
phoned Mr. Harry Allen, indicating the letter of
instructions.

[ want to tell the hon. member that meetings have been
established on the consultative process, as I have indicated
earlier. I will be meeting with the Council of the Yukon
Indians next week on Tuesday;... with the government
on Tuesday of next week, . . .

Now, you said today, if I am not mistaken, that in your
discussions with the Yukon Indians on Tuesday the Yukon
Indian group expressed concern that claims were their main
interest and they, as well, indicated to you, if I understood you
correctly, that constitutional development was not one of their

[Traduction)

mencer par la base et créer des modéles de succés qui le seront,
non seulement aux yeux des Indiens, mais aussi pour le reste
de la population, de fagon a changer les attitudes.

Je vous dirai franchement que la réputation du ministére
n'est pas toujours trés positive. J'en ai parlé d’ailleurs avec
différents fonctionnaires et j’ai été heureux de constater qu’ils
sont les premiers 4 espérer que cela change et que, grace a une
meilleure coopération avec les Indiens, nous parviendrons a
modifier cette attitude. Mais je le répéte, cela exigera pas mal
de temps.

M. McKnight: Merci.

Le président: Merci, monsieur McKnight. La parole est a
M. Watson.

M. Watson: Merci, monsieur le président. Je tiens tout
d’abord a féliciter le gouvernement du choix de M. Holmes
pour les négociations territoriales du Nord canadien. C’est a
mon avis un excellent choix. Je suis convaincu que M. Holmes
fera un trés bon travail. Tout porte & croire que ces négocia-
tions sont désormais entre bonnes mains. M. Holmes est un

honnéte homme et les habitants du Yukon savent qu’il est
aussi un homme juste.

Je veux maintenant parler de quelque chose qui me semble
contradictoire—contradictoire est peut-étre trop fort. Je com-
pare I’exposé du ministre et une réponse qu’il m’a donnée aux
Couche-tard. Il a notamment évoqué les consultations avec le
Conseil des Indiens du Yukon, consultations qui précédent sa
lettre d’instruction destinée au commissaire du Yukon; c’est a
la suite de cette lettre que le commissaire a démissionné. Le

ministre dit ce qui suit 4 la page 389 du Hansard, en bas a
gauche:

En fait de consultations, je suis allé au Yukon, Jy ai
rencontré le gouverneur territorial du Yukon et le Conseil
des Indiens du Yukon. Et méme le vendredi, la fin de
semaine avant I'expédition de la lettre, j’ai téléphoné 4 M.
Harry Allen, pour lui faire part de la lettre d’instruction.

Je tiens 4 dire aux députés que des réunions ont été
prgvugs_\au sujet du processus de consultation, comme je
Iai era dit. Je vais rencontrer le conseil des Indiens
mardi prochain, je rencontre le gouvernement des Terri-
toires du Yukon, mardi prochain également . . .

Or, si je ne m’abuse, vous venez de dire que lors de vos
discussions avec les Indiens du Yukon mardi dernier, ceux-ci

vous ont dit’ que pour eux la question des revendications
territoriales €tait primordiale les, problémes constitutionnels




