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THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

FromCon*weatin until 1914p Cnd#i posViini h rts
Empire s .ntially that of a s.l-oenn oon.woeetra

relations were dir,,ot.4 and controlled by the Imperia~l Government in Great
Briti th gh the Coialofie ndtrog the Gv ro Geer By 1914,
howver, Canuda and the othe oiin a cu,» osdrbed a
powr tin th field of externalrltos.Prl:vcueo tsices
imprac in word affhW; and patl ou fagoigdsiefratnm
status which had been fostzr, paticuarl uig h istWrdWaCnd
therefore sought, within the existing coristit4 n framwr5fth mie
a <tiller control over its own external relations -- a process which culriinated
in the Iup.wtal Confernce of 1926.

TIn May 1909p under the Laur'ier Govrn which introduced the bill,
Parli*jmrit authorized th estblsh~ment of a "Department of EternalAfaie"
The title indicated that it was to deal with Oanadats relations with other

goeS. et ihnth rts miee Af41l as'ri th oeg oes h
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