
dimension is starkly evident in mainstream perspectives on Australia's future role and
relationships in the Asia-Pacific region - the keystone issue in our 'new' foreign
policy. Here, for example, questions of class, of religion, of poverty, of environmental
devastation, of gender, of ethnicity, of non-western, non-Christian, non-cite, non-
capitalist views of everyday reality are ignored and/or rendered silent in Ausiralia's
efforts to enhance our politico-strategic and economic position i that region. 5

The consequences of this have, to a large extent, been overshadowed by the drama of
the economic 'melt-down' i some of Australia's most important neighbours since
late 1997. This phenomenon has elicited a good deal of anxiety in some quarters and
more than a littie smugnesa in others, with the Howard Government in particular
infusing ail officiai analysis with the proposition that we (Australia) at least have our
fiscal fundamentals right. This kind of response, I suggest, only reinforces the need
for a broader more comprehiensive approach to future regional relations, one that goes
bcyond (neo-liberal) boundaries of understanding concerning the nature of
'fundamentals'. Indeed as the spectre of widespread social and political unrest grows
amid a region once cclebrated i ternis of econoniic miracles, it becomes clearer that
Australia's 'fundamentals' i this regard need to go far beyond the notion of having
our hands on the right economic levers.


