
That said, each model added value in different
ways. Environmental and social impact
assessments and political risk assessments have
ail develoDed stronci methodolo-qies over the
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Some suggested that it was flot EDC's
responsibility to fund such studies, but rather the
proponent's. Others suggested that this would
flot create any level of independenoe and that a
separate mechanism would be needed to fund
HRIAs and hire truly independent consultants.
But where would the money corne from?

Another participant argued that in terms of
international support, it would be difficuit to push
things on the international stage as the World
Bank, for example, currently excludes humain
rights issues from its central mandate.

This discussion then ended by exploring the utility
of developing a new and improved model when
there are so many outstanding issues that have
yet to, be resolved. For example, one participant
observed how decision-makers will sometimes
ignore the recommendations of consultants.
Monitoring is often the responsibility of
proponients, yet there is a perverse incentive on
the part of proponents to distort outcomes and
render them favourable in order to secure the
next trench of money. Similauiy, one participant
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