
INTRODUCTION

It is comrnonplace now to observe that in the late 2Oth century war is more ofien than flot

being wagcd against civilians. How appropriate, thien, that civilians are beginning to play a

predominant role in United Nations' peace support operations (PS Os) intended to bring an end

to war and a bcginning of peace.

Clearly, civilians have a large stake in the outcome of such undertakings. But civilian

participation in peace support operations is more than a reflection of their intcrest. It is the resuit,

instead, of three closcly relate4 developments: the end of the Cold War, thec prominence of intra-

state conflict, and the resort to peacebuilding as a method for addressing these post-cold war

corfifcts.

PSOs have rcsponded to these developments by becoming a multi-disciplinary art to a far

greater degrec than they wcre in thic fixst 45 ycars of United Nations (UN) peace missions. As

such, they represent the international community's struggle to corne to grips with conflict and its

resolution on the doorstcp of the ncw millennium. Front and centre in that struggle is the effort

to promote peacebuilding. Indced, PSOs arc ofien the entry point for a longer terni UN bid to

build peace in recently war-torn socicties.

In this study, I will examine how civilian peacebuilding is being integratcd into UN
mandated PSOs. While the focus will be on some of the more recent or ongoing missions --

MINURCA i thec Central African Republic, UNOMSIL in Sierra Leone, UNTAES in Eastern

Siavonia, MLNURSO in Western Sahara, and UNOML in Liberia -- reference will also be made


