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promote greater economie, social and poltical develo «pment in our hemis 'phere. Canada's
leadership in this process is undeniable: Quebec City will host the hemisphere's leaders at the
Summit next April, and we hosted the FTAA Trade Ministers meeting in Toronto last November,
the culmination of the crucial start-up phase of the negotiations that Canada chaireci.

We place a priority on these negotiations becatuse free trade iý
trade is flrst, forernost and always, about people: people findin,
markets for their products and hope for their future. And we bE
people of our hernisphere as well.

3od for Canada. Quite simpty,
awards for their efforts,
ve, free trade will benefit the
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