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iFERENCE ON CONSUMER AFFAIRS

The first faderai-provincial conferance of minis-
on consumer aff airs was held in Ottawa on

1 10 and 11. The fedaral delegation was led by
Ron Basford, Minister of Consumer and Corporate
irs, who chaired the meetings. Leaders of the
'incial delegations were: Ontario, Mr. Leslie
ntree, Minister of Financial and Commercial
i rs; Quebec, Mt. François-Eugène Mathieu,
ng Minister of Financial Institutions, Corpo-
>ns and Co-operatives; Nova Scotia, Mr. E.D.
burton, Provincial Secretary; Manitoba, Mr. J.B.
oil, Provincial Secretary (Minister of Consumer

Corporate Affairs); British Columbia, Mrs.
ýicia Jordlan, Minister without Portfolio; Alberta,
A.R. Patrick, Minister of Industry and Tourism;,
tatchewan, Mr. Darrel V. Heald, Attorney General;
'foundland, Dr. G. Alain Frecker, Ministar of
'incial Affairs; New Brunswick, Mr. Harry Coch-

SDeputy Provincial Secretary;- Prince E<iward
nd, Mr. M.B. Fitzpatrick, Director of Consumer
ices, Department of the Provincial Secretary.

:KAGING AND LABELLIN~G
conference reviewed the variety of labelling and

caging regulations now applicable to inany con-
et goods in Canada. Ministers recognizod that
e was scopa to improva and extend labelling and
zaging standards. The faderai delegation ex-

It was agreed that ta solve the problems parallal
action was required at the faderal and provincial
level. A number of possible courses ta deal with the
abuses that affect consumers were discussed. Thesa
included the method of amndments ta the Bis of
Exchange Act, the faderai statute govaraing promis-
soiy notes, and the provincial Sales of Qoods Acts,
the provincial legisiation governing sales contracts.
The ministars agreed to consuit their govemnments
on appropriate courses of action.

The confarance also reviewed the fadera! and
provincial credit disclosure legislation and the
federal Interast Act. Study of the Interest Act would
ha made ta assure its suitability to modern lending
practices. It was agreed that aay revision of the In-
terest Act would require full faderaI-provincial con-
sultation-, wall in advanca and in datail,

CONSUMER INFORMATION AND EDUCATION
Min isters were agread on the importance of consumer
information and educ~ation' and exchanged views about
their programmes in this field. Thare was general
agreement on the deslrability of exchanging infor-
mational materials for these programmes, and a
comniittea of officiaIs was proposed ta assiat ia co-
ordinating this.

MISLEADIN O ADVERTISING
The coaferenca noted that the omnibus criaiinal code
bill now before Parliamnt provides for the transf.r
of Section 306 of the Crirainal Code to theCmis
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