
Bay. It Is a cost-effective export outtet for prairie grain movîng to Latin Amnerica,
Africa anid Europe, anid for bulk commodities and other material coming into Western
Canada and the central United States.

WIth thils capabillty to link directly by ship into Europe, the Mid-Continent International
Trade Corridor was dubbed the "Monterey to Murmnansk" route, illustrating its unique
northem links from the North American continent.

,siness Plans
Several other important initiatives are underway by organizations in the corridor. One of
these, whlch has major consequences, is the impending merger of CN Rail with Illinois
Central Railway, which runs througti the eastem portion of the corridor from Chicago
through Memphis to New Orleans. This combination of CN's east-west routes with Illinois
Central's route running parallel to the Mississippi River establishes a formidable trans-
portation system, which caii be fed traffic from CN's strong Manitoba base. Its runnîng
agreements with other US railways also provide access into Mexico. Prom its intermodal
terminai near Chicago, the newly merged raîhNay offers a greatly extended competitive
reach for Canadian companies to move izoods through that segment of the corridor.


