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Open Sides:-
Canada Hosts Major Negotiation

From February 12 to 28, 1990, Canada will play host
to its 15 NATO allies and the seven member-states of
the Warsaw Treaty Organization (WTO) as these two
groups negotiate an agreement providing for regular
overflight of each others' territory using unarmed sur-
veillance aircraft.

Open Skies, as the concept is called, is not an armns
control proposai perse. No arms will be limited or
reduced as a direct resuit of an Open Skies agreement.
Rather, Open Skies is a confidence-building measure.
Its purpose is to increase the openness of the two, sides

Agreement Will strengthen
NATO-WTO cooperation

about their military activities, and thus strengthen the
developing atmosphere of cooperation between NATO
and the WTO and enhance the feeling of security of al
participating states.

Although Open Skies will be negotiated separately
from any arms control agreement, the arrangement is
likely to contribute significantly to the verification of a
range of existing and future arms control agreements.
Indeed, Canada believes that Open Skies will be a use-
fuI adjunct to the verification methods eventually
agreed to in a treaty on the reduction of conventional
armed forces in Europe.

The government favours a broad Open Skies agree-
ment, with as few restrictions as possible. Although the
original agreement will be negotiated among the states
of NATO and the WTO, nothing should, in principle,
preclude other European states from joining Open
Skies at some future date.

The Open Skies Conference, to be held in Ottawa,
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A review of Canada's arms conm
activities


