Statement made on November 12, 1953:

Before speaking in reply to the question raised

yesterday regarding reservations, I would like to thank the
epresentative of Afghanistan for what is, in our view, a
genuine and constructive effort to find some middle ground.
We would like to be in a position to accept both these amend-
Ments and we can accept his first amendment. Unfértunately,
Je cannot accept the second amendment proposed by our
Afghanistan colleague, for while preferable to the Egyptian
Droposal, it has the effect of reversing tne.earlier decision

the General Assembly contained in resolution 421 C (V).
e Cannot, fér our part, support an amendment which has the
#fect of questioning the soundness of the earlier decision of
he General Assembly, though we can naturally understand why
the majority of this Committee may feel that the Afghanistan
Tesolution offers a suitable compromise betwgen the positions
taken by Egypt, on the one hand, and Australia, India and

dnada on the other.

sther reason why we cannot support the proposal
1S that bihiesersing the earlier decision of the General
Assembl§ and referring to this question for the decision of the
Uman Rights Commission, we woulq,_in effect, be laying down
OUr arms gnd surrendering unconditionally to the redoubtable
T Azmi, Dr. Azmi is a member, and a very influential member,
°f the Commission on Human Rights. Canada 1s not represented
On that Commission. We would just as soon take our chance on
being able to convince this Committee of the merits of our
4se, where both we and Dr. Azmi can meet face to face than to
POstpone the issue, - to refer it to the Human Rights Commission,
. Azmi in our absence to convince the

Commggsigivihéz EgeDE;neral Assembly's earlier resolutiqn was
"Pong, and that a federal clause 1s unnecessary. For this
reaSOA and with genuine thanks to our colleague from Af-
8haniS%an for this conciliatory effort, we must associate our-
Selves here with Dr. Azmi and others in opposing the second

Afghanistan amendment.



