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The Banner and the. Carpet
The royal banner bent his head,
And'to the royal carpet said;
"In the Palace at Bagdad
Different duties we havè had;
Different, too, is aur reward,
Though serva.nts bath of ane gTeat lord.

"While tbe storms beat on my head,
For a queen's feet you are spread..
I, on marches blown and tomn,
Into the jaws of death amn borne.'
You are kept froqi dust and rains,
Batties, winds, and rents and stains.

"Yours a calm and happy life;
Mine is fuil of pain and strife."
Then the royal carpet said:
"You ta heaven may fift your head.
I lie here beneath men's feet
A slave ta tread an and to beat;
You in battle's stormy night,
May Iead heroes ta the fight."

-William R. Alger.

The Victoria Cross.
After $he Crimean War, Queen Viçtoria ordered

a new rnedal to be made. It was to be oe.lled the

Victoria Cross, and given to any saldien or sailor

who had done some ver>' brave deed before the

enemy.
The' first VictoriaCrosses were made from the

metal'of guns taken fromn the Russiami in the. war.

In the centre is a crown with a crowned lion above

it. From armn to anm of the Cross hangs a scroll

bearing the words, "For Valour." Th.emnedal is

greatly prized, and the soldier or sailor winning it

may write the letters V. C. after his name.

The .first Victoria Crosses were given. by Queen

Victoria herseif to the men who had won theni.

She rode to Hyde Park on a white horse (an_

emblemn of victor>'), wearing a scarlet coat and a

plume of feathers. The men were drawn up in 'a

line, and were brought one by ope before the Queen.

Then she stooped and pinned the mnedal upon each

man's left breast.
Lord Roberts, one of the braveàt British generils,

won the Cross when fie was a young officer serving

with the troops at the time of the Indian mnutin>'.

One day two Sepoys nan off with a British flag.

Roberts followed, re-taook the flag, killing ane Sepo>'

and puttihg the (other ta, flight. On the sanie day he

rescued a British soldier from, a Sepo>', who, was on

the point of stabbing him with a bayonet. For

these two brave deeds Roberts was given the Victoria

Cross.

In the late Boer War the son of Lord Roberts alýso
won the much-prized medal. He weat with a e

other brave men to try to save some guns lying iii

an open place swept by the Boer fire. He was siiot

dQwn and soon afterwards dWe, so that he néver

knew hie had won the 'Victoria' Cross.-Adapted
from the Britannia History Reader.

Key for Identffylng SpamrwS.
Miss Annetta A. Bradley, of Carleton Co., New

Brunswick, .who recently took the nature-study

course at the Macdonald Institute, Guelph, senals us

the following key, for identifying sparrows by their

Most conspicuous markings. Lt'is very simpley and.

niy help some student of birds to, make a stunt:.,

i. Spot on bruist....... .. res Sparrow.
2. Bill red .... ........... Field Sparrow.

3. Oiestnut patch on wig..... Swamp Spariow.
4 With none of these .. .. .. ...... Cippiig Sprow.

A À. Crown not chosinat.-

x. Two white tail feathers 1.... .. .. .. esper Sparrow.
a. Yellow Une aven eye...... Savanna Sparrow.

3. Yellow spot between cyeand ill ... White Throawt
Sparrow.

4. rrail red......... . .Fox Sparrow.

5. Breast strealced with spot in centre.* .. Song Sparrow.

6. None of these....... .. White Crowned

Canada l 110Bih CoUati!y.ý
"I bave travelled four thousmnd miles aven Cana-

dian soi!.- I have been ini the bush and on the

prairie,, mnd I have' corne to the conclusion that

Canada is the cctuntry of the future; I know of noue

mrater. R er minerai resources alone make hcrý the

richest country in the world., This is flot mere con-

j ecture; I have anrived at this conclusion after ,a

fair investigation in sevenal parts of the country

and a thorough study of the reports of the Dominipon

Governmntts Geological Survey Departmneft, anid

an inspection of the ores to be seen in the collection,
at Ottawa.

" The'resources of Canada are such as to make

hier a Bnitain, France, Spain and Russia, al hione.

She possesses the iron of Britain, the frnuit and salu-

bnious climate of France, the rich minerais of Spain,

and wheat fields that rival the bust in Rusia.-

Mr. joseph Sut herland, of En gland, in Mot*treûl

Wvitssess.

I enjoy the RaviEw very much. The art notes,

poetry, etc., in fact everything, is veny. helpful.-

.E. R.B.


