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the mind of the yotnnger poet. The unfinished state
of the poem, the harshness and lack of polishi in its
language and rhythm, together with the atheistic
charaater of its doctrines acconint for its unpopular-
ity in an age so refined as that of the Empire, and
at a timie when the Roman religion had been re-
vived by Augustus as a political and moral necessity,
with greater spiendour than ever.

0f late there bias sprung uip a revived interest in
Lucretius, especially among men of science. His
admireri, fall into two classes, one c]ass reading himt
for bis splendid poetic genius, the other reading himt
because of bis admirably clear and straightforward
exposition of a scientific tbeory now universally
accepted, the molecular or Atoînic constitution of
matter. He anticipates in a inarvellous way many
recent discoveries in chemistry and physics. His
statements are certainly truc or foresbadow the
trutb. The agreement of bis theory with the resuits
of modern science excites our wonder how near,
witbout experiment, ancient students of science
came to a true explanation of the fads of nature.
By a sort of imstinét they found the truc path. Tlhis
is the more wonderful when we rellect that the
Atomic tbeory, like our wave-tbeory of light and
heat, contradicts the evidence of tbe senses. Its
startling originality illustrates the fertile insight of
the Greek mind. Vet while we accept the tbeory as
in the main true, the deduétion fromt it, wbich gave
the theory is chief value to the mmnd of Lucr-etius,
we must reject as false. To Lucretitîs the existence
of etemnal uincreated atonts is important, specially
because this enables hirn to prove tbat the world
bas made itself, and that there is no room for
divine action in it. The Atomic theory was not
original to Lucretius, but was derived by him. from
Epicurus.

As the works of Dernocrîtuis and Epicuruis have
perished, this rnost astonishing fruit of human
thougbt is to be founid only in the pages of Lucre-
tinis. Lucretins bias added rnothing additional to the
tbeorv, but bie far surpasses bis master, s0 far as
can be judged by wbiat is left of Epicurus, in the
clearness, distinctness and conciseness of bis state-
ments-wbereas Epicurus in bis style was careless,
slipsbod, foritless and diffuse. In particular the
illustrations of Lucretius are admirable, 50 apt are
tbey to the case be is explaining.

Tbe Atomic theory was revived in modemn times
by Gassendi, wbo by bis influence interested Newton
and Boyle witb other thinkers of the x7th and i8tb
centuries, in the question.

The namne of Dalton, the Cbemist in wbose bauds
it acqnired new force, is now inseparably conneated
witb it. Dalton is called the father of modern
cbemnistry front the important discoveries bie made

tbrougb bis adoption of the tbeory. He assnîned
the existence of atoms, conjeîStured that tbe weigbt
of the atorns making tmp eacb element is constant,
assigned différent specific weigbits to the différent
kind of atoms, and discovered the laws according to
wbicb tbey conmbine. Tbe progress of chemical
knowledge lias been vitally conneëted witb the
bypothesis that tberc are sncb things as atoîns,
ultimate particles of matter. Professor Huxley
says, " If there is one tbing clear about tbe progress
of modemn science, it is the teudency to reduce ail
scientific problems, except those tbat are purely
mathemnatical, to problerus in molecular pbysics-
that is to say, to attractions, repulsions, motions and
co-ordination of tbe ultimate particles of matter."

Up to tbe tiîne of Epicurus, nature was supposed,
to be tbe resuit of a combination of elemielîts, sucb
as air, eartb, fire and water, or to originate fromt
sortne one of tbese as the original principle of the
universe. Between sucb theories and the Atomic
theory tbere is a great guif.

Lucretius saw at once that tbe atomistic view of
inatter favoured bis attitude to religion better than
any other. Ris scientific views, therefore, bie ex-
pounded witb sucb poetic ardor for the sake of a
new theological view of the universe. His object
was to dislodge the gods of beattbenismn front their
supremacy and to rid men's minds froin super-
stitious tèars.

AIl tbrougb bis poemn tbere is a pathos and bound-
less pity felt for the victims of the superstitions of
those days timat prove the sincerity of bis feelings
and give to bis verses the glow and fervor of a
prophet of somte new and ennobling faith.

Ris first proposition is that uotbing can be begot.
ten ont of uothing, but that matter is the result of a
previotisly existing niatter. Tbrougb infinite ages
tbe sanie matter bas existed but bias taken different
forums. AI! things are Linder a reign of law, notbiug
bappens witbotit a cause, but the cause is in nature
nut outside of it.

Ris second proposition is that nothing is ever
annihilated, but alI things on their dissolution go
back into their first bodies or atoms. In other words
roatter is inîperishable, and the total quantity of
matter is neyer diinisbed. Lucretins, as usual,
illustrates this scientific principle hy illustrations of a
beautiful cbaraéter-piétures of aIl tbat is most fresb
and cbeerful in the world. " The rains die wben
fatber Ether hias timubled tbemn into the lap of
mother earth, but as a consequence tbe crops spring
np, the trees put forth leaves and fruit, mnen and
animals are fed, tbe birds sing in tbe woods, the
weak-limibed young of the berd garnbol on the grass
intoxicated with the pure new miîk; and tbe cbild-
ren, bumnar blossoins, mnake gîad tbe city streets."
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