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th"e" Grand Prix in the Bois de Vincennes, where the Muni-
"iPal COuneil lias made a model IlDrome." President Faure
8tamnped the meet with his presence. and the gate money
a1n0uuted to 40,000 francs, ail for the poor. Only in one
race 9, distance of' ten inches separated the winners ; in the
other not the width of a tire, it was a splendid display of
akil]. Z.

Paris, July I 6th.

Thrugli Long Years.

Through ail the nights and days,
Ami the long swing and roll of years,
Along the world's iintrodden w'ays

l'hou art the sarne, 0 Sea.

The saine thv nether deeps,
But changeful is thy inightv flood,
Whereon the aged North-wind sieeps,

Where Zephyr dreams of love.

Respienclent iii the sun
And ail thy face agleami with goid,
Or w'hen in fire thy ripples run

Toward the 8unet-iand,

Ever inygaeisen
Prom some lin crag along the shore,
Most pleaseci when fromn her elondy texit

Queen Dian kisses thee.

Forgot the stOrnms of yore,
The swelling, roaring, gaies of Titne,
Whiie heaven shows a jewelled tioor

IJpon thy proud expanse.

Thus uinder varying skies
We Mnst reflect a will suprenie,
W/hile deep within the soul there lies

A constancy of calrn.
1ctOrj», Colle.e

Wrsiiui T. ALLISONF.

Letteî's to the Editor.

41a 81,-1read TiîE WEEK, as it cornes to hand by oach
literv'l great interest, and arn glad to spe that the prin-

tia ieary journal in Canada is devoting so Much atten-
soxl an m0iuci spaco, to the question of the Commercial

~fertOfQ teEmpire. In your issue of June l9th you
of llea our4erequest to correspondents," and in the course

rtcesignied , .Van Sommer," the following para-

The tw 0 principal essays on whichi TIIE WEK invites

hem P 34 ndt he fu rth era tou readers, and so dofier'ttenhr ute hnt say that Mr. J. G.
1suggestions were : h ud b

" .That an illport duty of 3 , ad valoremn soud bOuce oncertain arti --- foru4tries arices (specifieu> received rr oegence fln the Ports oosi-f Grea~t Britain, tîsus giving a prefer-
cc~ Ia artcle front the Colonies.

Il ýes tontribution by the Colonies of 2% from their
ci3. Tb lfperial Defence Fund.

orow Thecreation of a Colonial Council appointed l>y the
1and the eoverno)rs C' Iera of the Colonies for con-

Pupsesý and to administor the I)efence Fund."

Rtih exPlntn "fmy' suggestions " do not alto-

teit ange5  desor duty WhVat I sutgested was
'Ved frPeifcuti-, on a limited numiber of articles re-

ui rrafe to frein cuntries, similar articles frout the Col-

0fuva Pena f ree Of duty. Tise speciflc duties oidb
of~ Wh 0 aot 3i per cent. (id calioreîiw, except ins the

ee"' 1ea'and flonu,, ýwhen they would bo nearer 5) Per', coiree andropos8ed reductions in the oxisting, duties on
Coho an cOcoa, conîing front the Colonies, and upon

agRge, sle eOI naturally have to give, in return,
equivalent preferential treatiflt to 'ln

857

ports from the United Kingdom. The fiscal systems in
force in the Colonies are, however, so varied, and their for-
eign trade so different in extent, that no one plan can b
suggested to apply to thein ail. Therefore, miy opinion was,
and is, that the better course would be for the Government
of the United Kingdorni to take the initiative, inforni the
various Colonies what rearrangyement of. the existing tariff
it nîiighit be prepared to recommend to Parliarnent in favour
of Colonial products, and enquire wliat concessions each Col-
o.iv would be prepared to give to British products as a qi
pro qifo. Any concessions should apply to trade between the
Colonies and the United Kingdomn and to that between the
Colonies themselves. A schemie of that kind would not in-
terfere with the freedoîn of the Colonies to arrange their
owni tariffs to suit their own requireinents. Of course, the
proposed preferential treatmnent iii the Colonies would have
to be satisfactorv to the Mother Country, just in the saine
way as the proposais of Che United Kitigd(oii would have to
be satisfactory to the Colonies, and any agreement would
naturally be subject to alteration from tinie to tinte. Sueh
an interchange of correspondencd would pive the wv for
another Imperial conference, when the inatter could be dis-
cussed, and, 1 think, disposed of.

My suggestions entailed a net increase in revenue iii the
United Kingdom of abDut £700,000 pL-r annium. If a gen-
oral agreement to that effect was arrived at, a contribution
of that extent froin the United Kingdorn, and one froin the
Colonies of equal extent, wouid inake a fund available for
Imperial defence in the mannor suggcested in iny essay. The
difficulty I feit, however, was in the apportionilent of such a
contribution among, the different Colonies, and I camne to the
conclusion that it could be efiected in the most îatisfactory
way by taking the revenue, after making certain deductions,
as tise basis for arriving at an equitable division. One of
the tables attached to my paper indicates that an amount
equal to L) per cent. on the Colonial revenues after niakin g
certain deductions, and 1 per cent. on the revenue of India,
wouid realize the sum of £700,000. What I wished to sug-
gest was that such a sum înight be raised by the Colonies
and India, as the resuit of the preferential trade arrange-
ments, or otherwise, as they inight decide, to be devoted to
a permanent fund for Imperial defence, if the Colonies andl
the United Kingdom so agreed.

The delinition of the "Colonial Council " is soinewhat
meagre, fromn exigencies of space no doubt ; but stili I wili
only express the hope that your readers will take Mr. Van
Sommer's advice, and read rny essay itself before giving their
views on my suggestions.

I arn, sir,
Your obedient servant,

J. G. COLMER.

299 Eldon Road, London, W., 9th July, 1896.

Art N otes.

AMONG the earlier Italiati works in the N~ational Gal-
lery few are more interesting than a certain composite

altar-piece, vaguely described in the officiai catalogue as of
the IlSchool of Taddeo Gaddi," and representing in its cen-
tral panel the farniliar subject of the Baptism of Christ in
Jordan. The treatrnent, of course, is somewhat liard and
dry, as one inight expeut froin its age; and the figures hiave
that early angularity wvhich moves the uncouthi rirth of
uncultured visitors ; but as a moment in the deveioprnent of
the therne whicli it enshrines it seems to me a precious relic
ini the evolution of the art of painting. The centre of the
foreground is occupied by a smail and very symbolical Jor-
dan-a Jordan reduced, as it were, to its simiplest and most
beggarly elernents. There is only just enougli of it, in fact,
to e nable us to say, as the children write acrOss their first
rude atternpts, "This is a river." Sucl pureiy symbolical
Jordans, like syxnbolicai temples and symbolical cities, were
common iii the earlier ages of art; and, what is odder
stili, they survived froim the daYs Of Giotto and Taddeo
Gaddi, ahnost down to the days of Raphael and Michael
Angelo. You can see another admirable example of very
late date in the charming and syrnpathetic Piero della Fran-
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