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Current Topics.
A document that will attract attention
when made public, is the report of the
Gover ' Coxn]}x]issi()llers appt?inted by the’ Ontario
ato SC;lment. to investigzate the con')(htwn 'of Ottawa’s Sepm'—
tllac‘ thl(x)()l& It seetns to be the impression at the Caplt'n)
Sionerge} report W.lll be somewhat startling as the Commis-
SEI\'eg‘ ?V? obt':uned facts that are a surprise even to them-
thag ‘tll t 1s said that they have abundant evldenc? to ..show
with, tl}e Roman Catholics had good reason to be dlssat.lsﬁed
e education their children were receiving. It 1y

Urthep «n: . .. :
. her said that the teaching of the Christian Brothers re.
elVes tl]e sey

The Ottayes, Separ-
ate Schools,

ORrdy o erest criticism, but that 'bhe Sepzu'ajtfe School
Suffer thw1ll be ex.onera.ted, and the .clencal zufthorltles are to
ition ‘?blﬂ.m'e for the lapse of their schools into such a con-
of nefliciency. T'he Montreal (fazette, in commenting up-

© Mmatter, says that this news “coming after the develop-
810 connection with the French-speaking schools in Pres-
and Russel] will not help to make the Separate School idea
fore Popular in the Province whose clectoral vote may
® 8 g00d deal to do with deciding whether or not Separate
"'(;213 Shall‘be re-established in Manitoba. If rum‘our has
thoo] y. estimated the situation at Ottawa, th(? bepz.wate
\.V1]1 have been wounded in the house of its friends
Y1t friends.” The Roman Catholic authorities should
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‘“’egze “the enemy a chance to blaspheme.” If they must

0 ‘sa‘tk' efp;xmte Schools they must at least be efticient enough
Satiy

¥ the Roman Catholics themselves.

The London ZAconomist for July 20th has
an article by its special correspondent at
S the articla Ottawa on “C‘jmada Under Protection.”
% follgy, V:}e. I n‘umbered “one,” we presume that more are
ing lme;lt; _llch is grenb].y to be regretted. 'tl‘he pres.ent
18 a severe indictment of the National Policy.
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iﬁl‘epre 10 objection to that. But we do object to the

frop . entations and half truths which disfigure the article

en .
to d to end. Tt is too much to expect The Economist

Ow . . . A
Toag, aything ahout Canadian affairs, but it is not un-
ity

a .
cony le to expect it to ascertain the trustworthiness of
®SPondenty before giving publicity to their state-

The first North-West Territorial Exhibition
was opened at Regina on Tuesday. Tt
is an event of great interest and signifi-
cance, and it was meet that the opening function should be
participated in by the Governor-General and the Premier of
The exhibition is of much more than local

The North-West
Exhibition.

the Dominion.
importance. It is of national concern, and all Canada is in-
terested in its success. It iy a demonstration of the capabil-
ities of the great North-West, of that vast and splendid
region which has already impressed the imagination o
nations, and whose future greatness and influence in the
world none can pretend to tetl or to limit.

The latest returns from the British elec-
tions, when but one constituency remains
to be heard from—that of Orkney and
Shetland —show that not only have the combined Conserva.
tives and Unionists obtained a large majority over all other
parties in the Commons, which was expected, bhut that the

Tories in the
Ascendant.

Conservatives alone have obtain d a majority over all other
parties in the House, the Unionists included, which was not
expected. This purely Conservative majority of eight or
nine, while it would not be suflicient for working purposes
should their Unionist allies at any time secede in a body, is
ample under the circumstances to shield Lord Salisbury and
his Conservative colleagues from any danger that can reason-
In the supposable though at
present improbable event of an early breaking up of the

ably be considered possible.

alliance, there would alinost certainly be found in the
Unionist ranks a considerable number whose predilections
would carry them over to Lord Salisbury rather than to M.
Chamberlain, and the accession of & dozen or a score from
this source would make the Conservative Chief easily master
of the situation. It cannot esecape our thoughts, of course,
that the unexpected development of strength on the part of the
Conservatives increases, rather than otherwise, the possibili-
ties of such a rapture, by making their leaders much less
dependent upon the support of the Unionists than they
would Though the election
has been really too onesided an affair to arouse the deepest
interest, we may make bold to prophecy that the develop-
ment of the policy of the new Administration during the
approaching session will he followed with surpassing and
anxious attention in all parts of the United Kingdom,

otherwise have heen.

The discussion which took place in the
Senate during the closing days of the ses.
sion, and which has been followed up in

The Hudson Bay
Railway.

the leading party papers, gives another illustration, little
needed, of the difficulty which the independent inquirer
often finds in getting at the real merits in a matter of con-
troversial legislation. Tt is certainly objectionable, if not
suspicious, that so important a matter, involving an ex pendi-
ture of #1,600,000 of the public funds, with, perhaps, as



