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.tIIC Mother Country. The one economie

elan ikggested le that England should
~ 'aeaPre.erential duty on wheat, ta the

eflv11tage ai the colonies. It le easy ta

e6 1" fra m hich side this suggestion cames;
49Ytno practîcal suggestion bas beep

rs'dt4 On the Bri.tish aide. Whenýwe con-
gd'ke> that this le the, sole outcome ai teD
yt'r' agitation, it IQ easy ta see that

e acailsmeto the echeme is stili
<lis dtant. Indeed If lt ever takes place,

it lui be practIcally Indistinguiehable
ý0 the pre t state of thinge.

It hl next proposaile Isndependence ; and
Il leot impossible that this le a direc-

ti.» Ir' which aur aspirations may take
n1,If not permanently, at least for a
t1"-Sa far as cnitivating a national

get e0e, it le probabiy the best, If nat
Dr 011Y solution ai the prflem. But
a"1etlally there seeme ilttie ta be.galued
"t. Indeed tran a pureiy materli

a)intO view it le difficuit to see how
tYgavernmentai change could Improve
tePrsse*nt state of things ; It le scarceiy

"serte<l that It would. Thase who urge a
% 19ý do so principaliy on the graund

.t cuir present Position le Inierfar, and
aa change wauld develop aur nation-

dIgnfity and self-estelem. This view cer-
taay deserves respectini. treatmsnt.

1ýhl1ter Its accoiplishment meuns a sac-
tifite Or a gain, it sets before the people

idl4eal motive, and a mare honorable, be-
týuemore independent vlsw ai Ille, In-

4sdIt le as natural an ambition as that
a Yaung man, who, thaugh perfectiy

'ýu4tout at home, leaves hie father's houe
80()n as hie meane permit, and sets up

4 establishiment for himeeli. Dependence
tuf' th(, nation as for the man means mar-
i %t'gnation and lneffectiveness. Canada

%vould seem boand ta secure her
tk Pe5ndence at the earllest moment prac-

&b;but for the present at least It is

i,.ont. of the question.
or, at the v-ery outset, ladependence

r>and1(l that a country should be ready
deod Iteî againet ail corners. No

& ottr le really irea that cannot (la that.
conry that owes Its ladependence ta

~~O0dWlllor neceseities af lts neigli-
kowki no4yh4ig ai genhine autonomy.

fiar 1 n idea of lav- or abstract fair-
PO 9verning the relations af lifferent

fintries We can establish a code te

tie -relations between man and man,
th 481 there le always the state ta see

%t te lai, are carried out. A man

qa hl hirneelf shamefully used by the
etetet decision. It le fnot so wltb

]àon A code af International iaws

%tr are upon : cons enience xnay en-
e her eniorcement up to a certain

14 ~ut whein the phyeieally stronger
%u11 iO8t n a suit, It bas a further re-

I i 'l a resart ta arme. If it choose,
ygo ta war; If It la successful in

u e legal aspect of the case counts
tu uiOting. There le no farce majeuse

~that It le enforced. Ie Canada wll-
go teaePp thie condition ? It la natb4 exceP

-iXped that England, If s con-
1te tgive Canada Independence, would

*h 'te aintin hatIndependence
tl ever it was threatened. queh a pa-
ail w0uld ln tact be no independence at
Il ' t Welicl be, but a veil for the exIet-

sete ai things.' Equaliy laise wnnld
%Q, Position by l-hlchbe npn-

I-% '11a guaranteed by the United ats
t aDPpears§ that a real independence can

655

only be attained wvhen Canada bas s0 far
developed as ta be able ta maintain her
position by force of arme ; or when tue
reiatione3hlp af aIl countries has en alter-
eKd that mutuel independence le guaran-
teed, and arbîtration bas taken the place
of war. Which alternative le mare ilkely
ta be attained f irat we cannot pretend ta
decide.

Lastly. it le held that a union with
the States wauld meet everydi.flcuity. To
the American mind Annexat ion seens s0
natural a thlng, that It le dîffîcuit ta
understand the abjections that aire urged
againsi it. To share the bolitîcal privil-
egos af Amerlcan cltizenehlp, ta enjay per-
fect liberty 0< trade wlth the entire con-
tinent. te secure, the stimulus af Americeai7
capital, free fram the dread af palitical In-
terference, might semr a lot that any peo-
pie wouIld gladly accept. Indeed It le
easy ta understand that many consider it
anIy a question of time till the union le
accampllshed. But nevertheless there are
arguments, and welghty argu<ments, ta the
cantrary.

There le fîrst what has been befare re-
ferre>d ta as the "«loyalty cr7,"l wh ich no
doubt Influences a very large number of
people. To be, dieloyal. la ta be cowa,-d-
ly, anG ta e c alled a coward, however
uniustly le something that no man can
endure. But a loyalty cry muet not be
taken too seriausly. Loyalty lm very well
for a fui. stomach, but give a starvlng
man bis choice between a dinner and a flag
andi there le little doubt whîch lie will
take. Ca.nadiens are nat starving and
they are very loyal. Thelr loyalty les
even one ai the thinge that surprises Eng-
Ileh visltors. But If a conviction really
grow that loyaity was standing between
us an(î prosperlty, we leur ft would very
soon be d iiposed of. kIadeesd, we ses Lt, dont
practlcaiiy every day lu the case of mudi-
vîduale wha accept appolntments ln the
States Tbelr affection bas niat changed,
they say, but tbey feel that they muet con-
eider their wlves and familles firet. The
natian might apologie, for acceptîng An-
nexation hI rnuch the same terme. Shauld
a few weli known men. %vho have been ln
the habit o' guidlng public thought, corne
out strongly ln Its favor, the way might
easliy be opened for a general change af
sentiment. But thie suggests a second
and mare cogent reason, wby any Immed-
late5 action wll flot be taken ln the -mat-
ter.

It la easy enaugli ta spread an idea or
a set of ideas ainong a people, but it la
very dîffîcuit ta convert them Into a mave-
ment wlthout leaders. As a mile leaders
wlil be found ready ta take advantage ai
a cominon tendency, but ln a case ilke
the present It le dIfferent. Certain baru'
yard fowle, as a homeiy praverb telle ns,
select separate erninences fram which ta
make their volces beard. They would na-
tiirally resiet au amalgamation ai piles.

-Hence, we need not attributs It ta self-
Interest s0 much as ta human nature If
our stateemen prefer ta preserve the pre-
sent oppartunIties for preferment intact.
To be a senator le no danbt someothIng ai
an lionor la the States, but seen th.rougb
Canadian eyes, It le a smail thlng colm-
pared with a position as Cabinet blinis-
ter, a large& aalary, and the poseiblllty ai
kalsehthaoi. T'- le plain that this muet
alwayi be a very strtms fa.ctor against
Annexatian, for not only wouid thçý ma-
jorlty af public men be againet It, but

the movement, shouid such arise, would
be practIcally wlthoiut-prominent ]eaders.

As we are deallng with the more sec-
tional motives tiret, we may mention bere
that ail, manufacturiflg interests would
certainly be dead against Annexation.
They awé their existeflce-certaiflly -their
prfits-to local protection, and couid lu
ail probabiiity neyer compete Wlth Amer-
Ican rivais, under equai conditions. Their
position le a natural one, and can elasily
be appreciated by Americane. They -%vIlI
aiways oppose any movemnent looking to
closer relations hetween the two countries;
a.nd, as their Influence la far beyond their
numbers, they muet aiways be regarded

as on(, of the strangest forces wvorking
agaInst Annexatian. Their chlef argument
la that known as the l'pauper labor"' ar-
gument lia the States. It may surprise
Americans to hear that Canada bas ta for-
tiy herseif againet the pauper labor af
the United States; but that ts practlcally
the same thlmg as saying that Canadians
cannot compete on equai terme with Amer-
jean workmen, and that, wlthout, protec-
tion, our mawffa4 etureTýs woulid beswampeà
by siaughtered. goods fraom over the line.
We ar" not discussing the economicai ques-

-tien, but merely stating the arguments ad-
vanced.

These arguments, as we have said, are
of a sectianal character. There are other&
more compreheneive, and farther reaching
thaui theee, whIch muet be discussed. be-
fore any praetical stop Io taken. ln the
t iret place Canadia bas a singular advauk-
tage In lier present political, position. 'In-
stead of a Cabinet, not necessarily ilu bar-
mony wlth the desires of the nation, she-
bas a mlinistry wlth soats ln Parllanient,
whert, they are bound ta defend every-
thing they do, and are responsible direct-
iy to the people for ail their actions. Thezb
the retuIt of an election becoffies, operative
at once, and we neyer have the spectacle-
of a GoVerninent trylng ta maintain an
abandoned. policy after the verdict of dis-
mis'sa", bas been anuneed. Agitin the
athount of business that cornes before the
Canadian Honse Io comparatlvely so emaîl,
that if. can easlly be Éept up té date, un-
Ilke the English flouse a.nd the American
Congress, ln bath of whl2h a vast quanti-
ty of business romains uinfliihed at the
endl ot each session. It le obvlous that the
Canadian represeiltatîves at -Washlngtsf
svould have Ilttie weight unlesB they, held
the balance of power between twa parties
-a position they wouid certainly nlot be-
allowed long to occupy. The difflcuIty in
gettiflg appropriations paesed is naw great'
enough ; when thooo for every Canadian
vIllago fram British Columbia ta Cape-Blre-
tan had ta be, labbyed through at Wash-
lngton, the resuit le appaliing ta con-
template.

Another objection tram the (3anadian
standpoint la the negro question. The
wrlter hoard a RepubliCan expiain the
iast elec-tion lu the States by saylug " that
the D)emocratsj could have dans notb Iug ex-
cept by supprslng a million negro voterkp
ln the South, In ail respecte as intelligent
as themsives."1 It le not pleasant for
Canadien aspirante ta Amerîcan citizen-
shuil> tc, consider that their entire vote
could ho nuliified by that of the nsgiose.
Thieir chief kuawledge of the negro tomes
lratm newepna)er paragraphe giig tlir
revolig c.rimes and mnore, revoltlng pun-
ishmente , and Canadians may be pardon-
ed If they hesitate t nuite thenmeelves


