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In IlMorte d'Arthur,"' again, we flnd Sir Bediveru, medi-
tating on the wonders cf Excalibtur, and wrestling witb
bis tctmptation to conceal the swerd, wbilu walking by the
mere's edg,-

(Jouitinçq the dewy pebbles, ixed in tbought.
Wbile speaking cf sucb things as these, mention may bu

made of that gentie toraicf tyranny te whicb, no one,
perhapsg, is wholly a stranger-the tyranny cf tnifles, as it
may *bu called. Thus, in Il Elaine " (and bure, again, wu
ind words perfectly ini keeping with those in the lutter
quoted in this paper> it is said :

As when we dwell upon a word we knew,
Repeating, fi the wordl we know se well
Becomes a wonder, and we know not why;
So dwelt the father on bier face, and thougbt

In "'Aylmer's Field,"~ again the weird passage eccurs-

Star teo star vibrates light : snay soul to soul
Strike througbi a fluer elemeut of bier owu?
So-from afar-touch as at once ? or why
That iight, that moment, when she nained bis naine,
Did tbe keen sbriek, 11Ves, love, yes, Editb, yes,"
Sbrill, tili tbe coierade of bis cbauibers woke.

Thusu odd uxperiencus, which sem te live on a border-
land but weun this and anether life-adequatuly te depict
which requires, as it were, tihe impossible marriage butweun
the vision et the onu if e and the languagu cf the othur--
are, wberuvur found, nucessarily assocîatud witb a certain
sunsitiveness to touch, and indisposition to duclare them-
selves. Thuy came an.d go, fltfully, unmaskud ; but their
visits are like thosu cf the anguls, in the tee wll.autben-
ticated matturs cf sbcrtness and paucity. Tbey but ruveal

openings:* wbat lies beyond is neyer ruachud. For the
taculty cf vision is dim ; yet not se much dim as short lived.Theruiut, bcwevur, is mucb the saine. The picture is
inariequate, fragmentary, abrupt in its beginnings, shadcwy
in its outdines. The thing seun rucoils from reproduction,
as dees a sensitive plant from thu touch, because-in the
Laureatu's words-

Because aIl words, tbougb culled with choicest art,
Failing te give tbe bitter of tbe sweet,
Witber beneath the palate, and tbe beart

Faints, faded by its beat.

Ulysses.liku, the pout may say cf bimsulf in sucb connec-
tions :

I ain a part cf ail tbat I bave met:
Yet ail experience is a arcb wheretbrough
Gleains tbat untravelled world whose margin fades
For ever and for ever wben I move.

That thesu illustrations may, in the mind cf seme, suum
flot a little suparatu from eacb othur, one may net pretend
te dishulieve. Yet have thuy not ahl, without exception,
underground connectionsi Tbey are at least part and
parcel of the life that lies beycnd deliberate choice. More
than this, tbey are, te somu minds, doubtless nef without
a very real kind cf witnessq-bearine to wbat we caîl the
aupenatural; net on the side cf revelatien cf eny kind, if
may bu, but rather by way of u, ted aad net always
quiet insistence cf the tact cf incompleteness, whicb de-
mnands trons us a larger theery cf life than the material
onu can afford-

A deeP below the deep,
And a heigbt bey 0nd the beigbt

Our bearmg, is net bearing,
And Or seeing is oct sigit.

t may be, that ceuld wu but sue aright, wu sbould find
that this subtle presence-tbis power, te borrow a phrase
froin Emerson, Ilwhich trifles with time and space "1-that
ever and anon stings our duli seuls into recognition of its
nearness te us, is none other than that over whicb, with
pauseless, and in muasuru, irrusponsible activity, flows the
current cf our outer lifu ; is that, indued, wbicb, alikeundf-
acknowledged and unconditioned, givus te that very lite
tnuch Ot ifs form, its very mystery cof colour, and its bints
et iduai significance.-London Spectalor.

JA-NE AUSTEN AND CHARLOTTE BRONTE.

IN tact, humour would at ahi fîmes have buen the pooresf
excuse teo ffer to Miss Brontë for any form et moral dure-
lictien, for it was the onu quality 8be lacked hersulf, anid
tailed te tolerate if in ctbers. Samn Weller was apparentl>'
as obnexious te ber as was Fal staff, fer she would net eveti
consent ta muet Dickuns, wben shu was being licnized in
London society-a dugree cf abstemieusness on ber part
wbich if is disbuar tening fa contemplate. t dees net seem
tee much te say that every sbert-coming in~ Charlotte
Brontë's admirable work, uvery limitation of ber splendid
genius, arose primarily trom ber want et humour. fier
severities et judgmnt-and wbo more sevure than shl-
were due te the saine melancboly cause ; for humour is the
kindliest thing alive. Comparu the barsbness with wbich
Bhe handles her bapless curates, and the comparative crus-
dity et ber treatment, witb the surpassing lightness et
Miss Austun's teuch as she rounds and completes ber
immortal clerical portraits. Miss Brontë tells us, in onu
et ber letters, that she regarded all curaf us as Ilbighly
uninteresting, narrew, and unattractive specimefis et the
coarser sex," jusf as she tound ail the Belgian scbool-girls
Cicold, slflsb, animal, and interier."' But te Miss Austen's
keen and tiendly eye the narrowest et clergymen was net
wholly uninteresting, the mest infurior et school-girls net
witheut some dlaim te eur censideratien; even the cearse-
ness efthte maie sex was tar tremn vexing ber maidenly
serenity, probabhy bucause she was unacquaitited with the
Rochester type. Mr. Elton is certainly narrew, Mary
Bennet extremely inteior ; but their authores8 enhy iaughs
at them softly, with a quiet tolerance and a goed-natured

sense et amusement at thuir follies. It was little wonder
that Charlotte Brontël, who bad at ahi fumes the courage of
ber convictions, could net and woîsld not read Jane Austen's
noeus. IlThey bave not got story enough for nie," she
bohdly affirmed. I don't want my blood curdled, but 1
like to have it stirred. Miss Austen stnikes mu as milk-
and-watury, and, te say trutb, as duhi." 0f course she
did ! ow was a wcman, whose ideas cf atten dinner
conversation are embodied in the amazing language cf
Baroness Ingrain and ber titled friends, fo appreciate tbe
dulicious, sleepy smali talk, in Sense and Sensibility, about
the fespectivu beigbts cf the respective grandchsiidren?
It is to Miss Brontd's abiding lack of humour that we owe
sncb stately caricatures as Blanche Ingrain, and aIl the
bigh-born, iii- brud company wbo gathur in Tharnfield Hall,
like a grcup fresh frem Madame Tussaud's ingenicus work-
shop, and against wbose waxen unreality Jane Eyre and
Riochester, alive to their very flnger-tips, centrast like twin
sparks of tire. Lt was ber lack of humour, toc, whicb
beguilud ber into assurting thaf the torty Ilwicked, sophis-
tical, and immoral French novels" which tcund their way
down te lcneiy Haworth gave ber Ila thoreugh idua cf
France and Paris," alas, pon misjudged France !-and
which made ber tbink Thackeray very nearly as wickud,
sophistical, and immoral as the French novels. Even ber
dislike for chiidren was probably due te the saine irre-
mudiable mistortune; for ftbe humours cf cbildren are the
only redeeming points amid their guneral naughtiness and
vexing mishehavieur. Mn. Swinburne, guiltless bimsehf cf
any jocose tendencies, bas made the unique discovury that
Charlotte Brontëi strongly resembles Cervantes, and tbat
Paul Emanuel is a modern counfurpart cf Don Quixote;
and wehl if is for aur pet that the irascible littie professer
neyer huard hum bint at sucb a similaritY. Surely, ta use
one cf Mr. Swinburne's own incomparable expressions,
the parallel is ne butter than a "subsinious absurdty."-
Atlantic Monthly.

MUSIC AND TITE DRAMA.

THE GRAND OPERSA fOUSE.

IT is net oftn that a ycung lady with auburn locks
bas the streng mind thaf will allow ber ta look upon that
gif t as a means cf furtbeming ber ftemporal welfare, yut
sucb an onu was Miss Minnie Madderni, if report bu truce;
tar thu newspapers say that sue had the hardihood to go eut
driving and enjcying our fine, hracing, Canadinn climate
behind a distinctly white horse, thus etuphaiizing the
mcdern saw that a red-baired girl and a white herse
are always seen fogether. Whether the herse was a
particularly good or fast animal was net specially men-
ficned, and a reasonabie inference wculd bu that the faim
camediennu knew the value of baving the tewn tahk about
the inevitable association cf auburn locks and Messenger
stock, te the advantagu finally cf the thuatrical treasury.
Bu this as it may, Miss Maddern bad a successful tbaugh
short season at the Grand last weck.

This wuek opuned with Mm. Robert Buchanan's comedy
draina oetI"Fascination," in which Miss Coma Tanner
played the part et Lady Madge Slashten, an impulsive,
gunurous-buarted girl, wba is made jeaicus cf ber lover,
Lard Isla y-net witbeut good reason-by the machina-
fions of the stage villain, Coulit la Grange. She dans
maie attire, and, under the protection cf ber brother,
fellews Islay fa the luxuniaus maoins cf a St. John's Wood
beauty, Mrs. Delamere, and 'saine pretty complications
ensue, only te bu flnally cleared np, as a miattur cf course.
Bithur Mr. Buchanan or thse management Wsl oetl
criticisin by calling the play "limprobable"1 in the bis,
for it is very unlikuly that a gently-nurtured Engisb lady
weuid commit such a venturesemne acf as that cf Lady
M3adge, and stili moe unlikeiy that a sensible brother
wauld permit sucb a wild and reprthunsile] action. Th,
n-Eniglish air et al the acters, as wehI as their decidedlyAmnîan pronunciatian cf the Englishi supposed te bu

spoken by titied pursonages beightens the inlprobability,
and makes the play appear mare a satire upan the saciety
et the Mother Country than a paurtrayal cf its lifo.

A detail, sligbt tbough if may bu, wbich shows the
Pseude.Anglicism cf this representafion, is t~he tact that
the gentlemen wbun in uvening dress carry shiny and came-
tully brushed bigh bats instead efthtIe opera hat in vogue
for such pumpeses. An exception to this AitericanEnglish
must bu rucorded in the person cf Mr. Charles Coote,whe
Rev. AMr. Colle y was a spiendid bit of coinedy, and very
like a goad many yeung clergymen we bave seen bure.
Miss Tanner herseif develcped no strength, as she migbt
bave dene in the scenus delineating hier disappointinent in
ber toc susceptible lover, but, was only a cornsmnplacu
wetnan, and a commonplace waman would neyer have wamn
a man's costume and departed an such a quest. As Cha7-les
M&arlow, the yaung Jamaican, she was probably true f0 th,
the picture the New York Anglopheobisis lOve te draw cf
the jeune88e dorée et Great Bnitain, but I regret ta say the
resuit was just a trifle vulgar. Miss Eleanor Carey as th,
adventuruss was in the main satisfactary, and ber Frencb
accomplicu, with Islay and Lord Sam Slashton, occasianaiuy
shawud strength, but if was melodramatic rather t ban
dramiatie strengtb.-

SAMSON.

THE Philharmenie Society en Tuesday evening gave
the first et ifs regular concerts et this season, when Han-
del's Samsonm was sung. While lacking the inspiration
effered by thec gruat subject et the M&essiah, there is a
humaan as well as a dramnatic intei'esf in Smson that mnakes

its action and movement more easily understood by the
multitude, and there is also a ricbness ini its music that is
neot heard in the severely classical lines of the Messiak.
The soloists represent people with hurnan hearts and feel-
ings and wrongs, and the choruses represent alternately the
worsbip of the [fsraelites and that of the Philistines. In
this performance the chorus sang well. It was weak in
tenors ; and the smnall but d'-voted hand of these gentlemen
evidently tired of the deinaods matie upon them, for the
excellence with which they coinmience:d faded into decided
weakness of intonation towards tlu end. (lenerally speak-
ing the attacks were gued anid certain ini ail voices, and the
solidity of tone throughout was miost praiseworthy, the
sopranos and basses especiallybig clear and distinct beyond
the ordinary critt-rien. The orchestra was principally distin-
guishedby a decidedly thick, woolly tone in the strings and
l)y indecision in the wind parts. In seme places, sucb as the
short interludes in the choruses, the band seunsed to take
a nervous fit on being deprived of th(! support of the voices
and playud very timidly. Ini the innet of the introduc-
tion there was a total absence of accentuation, so that it
was nearly concluded before it becanie evident that the
band was playirig in triple tîme. Stili as the orchestra
was niainly composed of the ladies and gentlemen who
constitute Mr. Torrington's orchestra, the standard of
judgment niust not be set up too high, and cousidering this
fact many little faults inust bu condonied, and a feeling of
congratulation should rise uppermost because wo have a
budding orchestra ini our inidst, which can present se
creditable an assistance in so massive a work as Samsqon.
Mr. Torrington's efforts te keep bis forces under control
were so evident that noc one can deny bim the praise due
to a thorough understanding of his suUýject, and to bie
striving aftur a correct and proper p)erformnance of it, and
to-day, as always, tho pride of the Phiiharrnonic Society
must bc its splendid chorus, on which illost of his work
and effort is lavished.

The soloists were net at aIl equal in thoir excellence.
First muet coine Mr. D.- M. Babcock, whosu splendid sing-
ing dclighted every one, and whose full, large voice wasaa
pluasure to ah wbho huard it. But uvun bu showed signa
of weariness in bis & Honour and Arius" before it was
finished. Next, I think, should ho ranked Mdlle. Adule
Strauss, whose earnest singing and excellent vocalization
showed that oratorio is a congenial field of effort for ber.
Her voice is full and strong, and ber training showed te
better advantage than i nny previous public effort. Iii
her last solo the minor strains seemed to cause a slight
uncurtainty of intonation, but beyoud this ber performance
was ahl that could be desired. Miss Hoertensu Pierse, a
young lady of splendid appearancu, was the soprano. Shu
bas a veice of most agriecable timbre, well trained and
always certain in its intonation, and she knew ber music
thorougbly and sang it faithfully. lier flond work was
fluent and easy in its performance, and, if net great, Ming
rierse was crtainly excellent. The only drawback about
ber singing was itý, levul character and the absence of any
attempt at dramatie representation. Mr. Warrington well
npbeld the credit of Torento's vocalists, thougb 1 bave
huard him sing with greatur fulness and solidity of tone.
The part of Jfanoah gave himi an excellent opportunity te
show feeling and pathos, and bu madu tull use of it. Mr.
Charles A. Rice, the, tenon, was a decided disappointment.
Ris voicu is small, light and net disagreeahle, but bis style
lacks finish and in absolutely devoid et dignity. Besides
this, bu did not know bis music, made trequent mistak
and caused the dissolution cf the duet witb Delilahè, whiceh
bad to be, commaencud ovur again. A new voice, tbat of
Mr. A. E. Dent, was pnegunted te sing the part cf tbe
Mesgenger, and the Young gentleman sang it very creditably.

MR, FRiEERO AROBER was in Toronto again last
week and played nt St. Basil's Church on ihursday evun-
ing, and at the Colu0ge cf Music on Saturday uvening.
At the former bu was assistud by Mons. Boucher, Miss
Boîstor, Miss Ormsby, Mrs. 0. Snmith, and Messrs. Kirk
and Kelly.

ON Fniday cf last week the organ in the New Rich-
mond Muthodist Churcb was opened by Mr. G. H. Rider,
its buildur, and Mr. A. S. Vogt, witb Mrs. C. W. Harri-
son, Mrs. Galloway, and Messrs. Warrington, Coates, and
Hucstis as vocalists.

NExTr week will sue The Twelve Teinplations at the
Grand Opera House, a spectacular extravaganza with
handsome scenery and clever mnechanical eflects. A ballet
will bu en evidence, and an amnusi'e., and enjoyable departure
from the later attractions offered by Manager Sheppard
may bu anticipated.

ON Tbursdav evening nuxt the Canadianl Order et
Foresters will offdr a programme cf musical excellence. I
addition te Mlle. Adèle Strauss, Mrs. Mackelcan, Mr. E.
W. Schuch, Master Georgie Fox, Mn. J. Fax, and làr. H.
L. Clarke of local fame, Mr. S. E. Walt, a Boston tenor,
bas been engagud, together with Miss Maud Morgan, of
New York, a barpist cf great clbrity.

Ma. GEoaG HENSCHEL and Madame Henschul may be
expected to give one of their seng recitals in Toronto soon.
These untertainments are spoken cf as buing cf the bigbest
artistic value, and bave been very pop ular in London, Eng.
land.

MONDAY nleXt Will sec tbe great Levy with a company
te support him, et whom good tbings are said. The Cin-
cinnati Commercial Gazette, October lst, 1888, says: The
magnificent playing of Levy is a gruat card and attraots
crowds te the Exposition. fie is tbe great cornetiet ef
the world, and was never in butter term than at prosent.


