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CURRENT
COMMENT

The latest addition to our ex-
thange Jist is *The Catholic North-
Wwest,”  published monthly  at
Seattle. It is a large quarto, 13
Wches by 10, of twenty pages, full
o interesting and  instructive
Matter. The editors arc Martina
Johnston and Geo. K. McCord; the
former signs a well written short
Stor)', which shows a practised
hangq. The editorials, unlike too
Many first number paeans, reveal
& modest and craftsmanlike appre-
Yation of the difficulties that beset
the Catholic journalist. The get-up
O this new monthly is remarkadbly
Attractive and neat. The cover is

ed with a truly admirable por-
trait of the Right Rev. Edward J,
O’Dea, Bishop of Nesqually, the
Bame of the diocese that takes in
the whole  of Washington state.

here are also good portraits of

OUr prominent pastors, a view of

¢ Providence Hospital, conducted

Y a Canadian order, the Provi-

fnce Sisters of Montreal, and also
& View of the Sucred Heart School.

Canadians were the first resident
Missionaries in the territory which
the Catholic Northwest” is in-
Ynded (o cover. That heroic old
Ploneer, Father A. M. A. Blanchet,
W_ent to what is now the State of
‘aShington cven before Father

ache came to St. Boniface: he was
Consecr,ted Bishop of Walla Walla
as tarly us 1846, and transferred to

€ see of Nesqually in 1850, At
€ Present dav the last surviving
fmber of that devoted band of

[

{{:lssifmary priests who evangelized
ashington hetween sixtv  and,
Or.t." years ago is the French Can-
dMian" Father ¥. X. Prefontaine,
:‘;?ESE portrait proves him to he
hale and hearty.

of“t(;] learn Irom this first namber
they ¢ “Catholic Northwest’ that
Sande ’dr\e nearly one hundred thou-
Wag},' Catholics in  the state c?f
tuy . Mgton and that *‘they. consti-
atie One cigl.lth of 'thc entire popu-
r\»?»n of this section of our coun-
W}‘li‘ch Our  mew  contemporary,
Cipq] sends its copies 1(3 thc prin-
on towns, not only of W ashmg—
0111] buF also of Jdaho and Brlt}sh
ﬁeld Mbia, _has, we trust, a fine
before it.

is Spe“king of a Seattle Presbvter-
Minister who made a notable
zg‘htion at the end of lu§t
hig tlh by celebrating Christxr}as in
Weg ?)hurch, the “Catholic North-
i Says ‘‘there are persons now
Who can remember when it
Visable sign of papistry to
g te Qur Saviour's birth. The
emj mflux of Irish and German
ty rants during the last half cen-
t ing fiS cha}ngcd all this. . .. }o-
0“‘er(0uld lllllstrat? tljc leavening
I of the Catholic Church more
than the contrast between
Tistmas of fiftv  vears ago,
At of the present dav."
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noi.n,(}er the heading “Ife Knows

the editor of the Seattle

Porary writes:—

I ¥ the death ol Herbert Spen-
' Oie of the foremost prophets

t Agnosticism is removed irom

)
Qohte

tig SPhere of ahstract specula-
T n.S to the realm of actual
eahtl'es‘ .

he w Men have done more than
oo Hing his long life to under-
th in God and revealed
» and to sow the seeds of
fin enquiring minds.
¢ Utmost he would concede
¢ Almighty Creator of the
erse~wand this only in his

to t
Uni‘.

The Tablet” oi
translates  from  Le  Vingtieme
Siecle,’” of Brussels, an article by
Mgr. Merlier. rector of the Higher
Philosophical Institute of Louvain
University, which confirms the
view we gave last week of Herbert
Spencer's work. Among  other
good points made by Mgr. Merlier
ix this:  “Herbert Spencer was
not an original thinker, although
he thought. he was. He has
not given his name to
coverv. He is neither a geo-
logist- like ILyvelll nor natural-
ist like Darwin, nor a phyvsiologist
like Huxlev. But he had a marvell-
ous knowledge of the observations
of others. He was a prodigious
collector  of ideas and facts. He
selected  with sagacity  from the
documents  which his  co-workers
compiled for him. He made the
most of them in order to draw
from them certain generalizations
more or less felicitious: but  the
threads running through these gen-
cralizations were alwavs horrowed
from the prevailing philosohies of
the day. He was no more a creator
in matters of philosophv than in
the sciences. Speaking of him in
a work published  in 18¢8. I sum-
med up an appreciation of him in
these words: ‘Herbert Spencer
an clectric rather than an origtnal
thinker.” On June 13 of the same
some weeks
appeared, the venerable old
man wrote me a letter, a very
kindly  one to hoot, in which he
complained, with more candor than
disingenuousness, ‘of the inferior
part T had made him plav. He re-
ferred me hack to some passages
of his Principles of Biology, and of
! in

o

is

vear,

had

s Priacipres ol Psuvdiology,
which he was confident could

found traces of original discoveries.

I made then, a fresh examination
“phecy made

of these passages, but the result
only  confirmed mv former

ment.”” This testimony is the more

valuable as it comes from one who.

has wide experience in Herbert
Spencer's special field, philosophy.

Mgr. Merlier adds: -~ The distin-
guished man had  the disappoint-

ment of seeing the glorv of his star
diminish as the end of his life drew
nearer. At the present time his
influence lives yet in certain parts

of the United States. but in Eng-

of o the Church.”

land and Scotland he is out
date.  One of his compatriots,
James Ward, a Cambridge proies-

sor, has attacked him severelv in

his Gifford Lectures at Aberdeen.
Germany has hardly known him. . .
The S];cnccri;m theory of cosmic
evolution is universally regarded
todav as a romance. People are
amused at  the plasticity  of
terminology. His critical philoso-

phy starts from idealism, and leads

its author to a transfigured real-
sm, sort of hybrid theorv in
which  idealism. monism, and
mechanical
cout  being
selves into

a

able to arrange them-
one doctrinal svstem,

ena, Spencer is inevitably hurried
on to posit an ‘unknowable,” the
properties of which,
he took pleasure in
Thus the dream of the FEnglish
philosopher has not been realized.”

In conclusion Mgr. Merlier thinks
he sees
book,

“Tracts and Comments™
some hope ~that he reallv put to
hinsell the question of the life be-
vond the grave, and that he seems
to have had an inkling of the in-
finite.

the Holy Father’s
amuses him.
jgood sign and may prolong

the yth inst.

any dis-.

after myv book

be

judg--

his

positivism meet with-
Finallv. bevond knowable phenom-'

nevertheless, ,
describing. |

in Herbert Spencer's last.
Sin
parliament

|
‘i

i

con Tuesday,
short  illness at  his

. . e _
Mooresiort, County  Tipperary.

is built mav be judged from the
fact that, at the request of all the
Cardinals present in Rome, the
Sovereign Pontiff has  killed any
future veto in any future conclave
by decreeing  excommumnication
against the bearer thereof. This .
decree mayv not be published till
the next conclave. But the Tablet
Rome correspondent vouches for
its existence,

The Rome correspondent of “Ia
Semaine  Religicuse  de Montreal™
explodes the story of the $1,800.00¢
in gold hidden by I.eo XIII. The
explosion is brought about by
simple arithmetic. That amount of
gold would  weigh about 7,000
pounds and would fill a forty gallon
Reg. Vet we were told that the late
Pope carried  this sum in a small
satchel and placed it in a small

cavity in the wall where an el-
ectrician found it by the merest
chance. How sillv to publish such

cock-and-bull tales without even a
note ol interrogation,

During the record cold spell of
Sunday,  the severest in six
Vears, we read a good deal about
the mceroury dropping to 42 bhelow
sero in well tested  thermometers.
But experts  tell us that mercury
thermometers are not trustworth_\-
when the cold sinks lower than ten
degrees below  zero, Dbecause the
mercury is then too near its Ireez-
ing point, which is 38.8 helow zero.
Alecohol thermometers are the only :
relivhle ones in these low tempera-
tures.: Perhaps, however, the news-
paper scribes use the word “mer-
cury’ hguratively,  as a synonvim

fast

for “thermometer.” i
* ettty

“La Semaine Religieuse de Que-

bec”  quotes from “Ia Semaine

Catholique de Toulouse” a pro-

in 1845 by the saintlv:
AL Vianney, to a nun
who is still living, and is now 73
vears  old. After telling her that
she would become : run--she wos
then fifteen—and serve in the losm-
tals of the Crimean and Ituliani
wars, as she did nine and fourteen |
vears afterwards, he added: '
<hall see the new century 1900,

Cure d'Ars,

The !

first vears will he disastrous:; re-|
. N . . |
“ligion will be persecuted during the|

-

2 N

vears 1, and 4. After that!
God will interfere (Dieu v mettra
la main) and peace will be restored
The p
dedlares that, for many vears past’
this nun has Dbeen repeating this'
prophecy in the very same words.
Her testimony has heen  written
down and e¢ntered among  the!
papers prepared for  the beatifica-
tion oi the venerable Cure d'Ars,

who died in 1859. ‘

Persons and Facts

i

Princess Mathilde Bonaparte, the
daughter of Jerome Bonaparte, and |
the last surviving neice  of Napo- |
leon I, died in Paris on Saturday
evening. January 2. The Princess, !
who was born in 1820, was a lead-:
ing figure in Parisian society,

Count  Arthur John Moore, for-
merly Nationalist Member of Par-
liament for Londonderry City, died
January 35, after a

Count Moore was born in 1849, and |
twentv-fifth  vear entered;

. representative of
Clonmel. for which he continued to |
sit until 1885. In 1878 he was ap-
pointed to he High Sherifff of
County Tipperary.

his

as

as a Home Ruler. In the:

the |

r Years—was to acknowledge life. But the most stupid of these‘Marquis of Hamilton, by the sma]”

there ig g force which he
Theq the
’lature.
kn € veil has been lifted and he
Ows now, - [ .

! canards is the rumor that he
i

i {oundation upon which:t

is . majority of 67.

|

Unknowable, behind! worried about the method of his ment, Count_ Moore COﬂ'tiHUEd_ to
’ ‘election, and is thinking about ab; take an active interest in politics, | The Ver
\dicating- The - slenderness. of the|and was a member of the board of V. G.

’ his: rumor.| directors of the ‘‘Daily Indepen‘dentjweek,

After his retire- |
to |

and Nation.” In the House of
Commons he devoted special at-
tention to the interests of Catho-
lies, and,
was ever anxious to be of service
to the Church. As a speaker at
Catholic meetings in Kngland and
Ireland, he was much appreciated,
and the news of his death will
cause deep regret amongst his co-

religionists. In 1879 the late Pope:

appointed him Count of the Holy
Roman Empire and Commander of
the Order of St. Gregory. Count
Moore was a member of the hourd
of the Department of Agriculture,
and was several vears president of
the Irish Dairy Association. He
married in 1877 a daughter of Sir
Charles Clifford,.

The new member for the Ludlow
Division, England, Mr.
Hunt, was received into the Catho-
lic Church by Father Cator at the
London Oratory, in 18gg.

During  the  vear for which the
Fducation Act has heen in opera-
tion, out of 334 authoritics set up
for the control of elementary edu-
cation, all but 32 have put the Act
in practical administration in their
respective areas, about one third
ol these latter heing
authoritics in Wales, who opealy
avow a policy of starving the Vol-
untary schools, in defiance of both
the letter and
law.—Catholic Times (England).

Enthusiasm is being manifested
at Madrid, in the idea, first pro-
posed by the “Imparcial” to or-
ganize for Mav, 1905, a national

celebration of the third centenary |

of the publication of Don Quixote.”
A roval decree has just appeared

in the “Gaceta” associating King .

with this move-
will  undoubtedly

and Government
ment, which

arouse a genuinely popular inter- !

est.

Miss Louise Drew, daughter of
John Drew, was received into the
Catholic Church last week. She
was baptised at the Church of St.

“You Paul the Apostle, by Rev. H. E.|th¢ erection of a new church

O’Keeffe, C. S. P,

Professor 1. B. Kenrick, of Mani-
toba University, has been offered

drick’s skill as a practical chemist
has won this distinguished re
cognition from Dr. Bigelow, chicf
of the Food Bureau.

Sister Philomena (Mary Keating)
Mother Superior of Mercy Hospi-
tal, Des Moines, Ta., is heir to one
fifth of an estate of fifteen million
dollars, left by her uncle, John Mc-
Cormick, who died in Australia
ten vears ago. Two hrothers and
two sisters at Davenport will share
the fortune with Sister Philomecuna.

There were several weddings at

St. Boniface this week. On Mon-
day Rev. Dr. Trudel blessed the
;nuptials of Mr. J. A, Cusson and

Miss Marie JTouise Couture, hoth of
St. Boniface, and Miss Quellette of
St. Boniface, and® Mr. Richard, of
Wild Rice, N. D. On Wednesday

ev. A, Rousseau did the same for

residence, Miss Olive Goulet, of St, Boniface,:

and Mr. Bourgoin, of I,aurier,
.Man.

It is a curios coincidence that
Martin - J. Griffin, Parliamentary

best authorities on history in

authorities on the historv of the

Cle;;cal News.

y Rev. H. Leduc, O.
, of Edmonton came here
and

M.1.
last
went on to Montreal

in fact, throughout life '

Rowland ,

recalcitrant '

the spirit of the|

carly this week, on business con-
‘nected with a future Catholic col-
lege at Edmonton.

. Rev. J. C. Sinnett, late of Sheen-
boro, Que., and formerly at Port-
age la Prairie and Regina, has ac-
‘cepted the post of Vicar General

of his Lordship Bishop Pascal, of
Prince Albert.
Rev. Richard Van de Velde, ur-

rived from Belguim at the end of
last week, and is now at the Arch-
bishop's residence. He will probab~
ly take charge of the Flemings in
this neighborhood. Father Van de
Velde speaks both  French and
Flemish perfectly. There are about
two hundred Flemings here and
will welcome sermons in their own
tongue.

. Rev. J. Dugas, S.J., Rector of
St. Boniface College, said Mass at
i Pembina last Sunday, returning on
Monday. The thermnometers in the
'border town registered 50 below
tzero on that day. Father Dugas
‘and Father Lavigne, who had said
Mass at Jolictte, and returned to
Pembina by the delaved train were
‘guests of Judge Coumey.

Rev. Father Rousscau, of T,aurier
~was here in the beginning of the
| week.

\
i Rev. Father Blesson, lately as-

isistant at the Cathedral, has enter-
ed the trappist monasterv at Geth-
semane, Kentucky,  One eof his
brothers is o Trappist at St. Nor-
bert, Man.

Rev. Father Proulx, S.J., re-
iturned fromn St. Jean Baptiste on
| Tuesday.

! Regina Notes.

|
|
|

Rev. Father Suffa, 0. M. I., spent
jSunday at Mariahilf, thirty miles
[north of Grenfell. Rev. Father Kim,
0. M. 1., said Mass at Lumsden.
The Rev, Father made preliminary
arrangements in connection with
in
Lumsden. Rev. M. J. Kasper, cel-
lebrated High Mass at half past
inine, and gave a sermon in Ger-
Eman, and at eleven o'clock sang a

by the United States DePartmentE]}.I_]};’rhIMaSS and preached in Fng-
. ‘ jof Agriculture, the post of referce: ‘SL rom
arish priest | on saccharine products. Mr, Ken- ! [ke

the scventh chapter of

and tifteenth  verse:—"And
jthey gave him to his Mother."'—
'His sermon on “The power of
{Mothers over the heart of the
CSaviour,” was a most cloguent one,
and those mothers privileged on
Sunday to hear Father Kasper's
touching address will never forget

it The learned Father introduced
his  subject by referring 1o the

feast of the dayv: “Todav we cele-
sbrate the Feast of the Holv. fami-
Iv of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, and
as we pronounce the word Hamly?
our thoughts at once carry us back
to the scenes ol our childhood, to
the dear spot we call our horue,
and hefore the eves of our mind

appears that being, the jov of cur
hearts, the sun  of our life, the
centre of  all our  thoughts and
affections, and  the name of that

deified heing—so full of the sweet-
est recollections, vou have guessed
already, it is the name of Mother!
Oh! if all mothers onlv understood
'the power they have over the heart
lof God, if all mothers understood
i their noble vocation, if all only did
‘the duty assigned them in the plan
j()f Divine Providence, how meny

| Librarian at Ottawa is one of the ™More saints in Heaven, how many

Jless sinners in hell! \How many a

From 1899 to Canada, and Martin I. J. Grifiin, [WayYWard son would be given back

Cablegr are again busy with 19oo he represented Londonderry . © Philadelphia, is one of the best t© Nis mother; how many a dead,
ablegrams are agz S ‘ :pre:

health. This | City .
He thinks it is a latter vear a fierce and close COIl-iumted States.
his test resulted in his defeat by

'spiritually dead child would be re-
‘stored to life, to the life of grace,
‘to the Church of God. The Rev,
‘Father continued to say that  in-
\inumeruhlo miracles are wrouyht
by the intercession of a mother’s
iprayers and her power over the
theart of God is beautifully illustra-
ted by the miracle of Nain. In a
most touching manner did the



