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THE PAST SESSION 0F PARLIAMENT.

The Session which bas just closed can scarcely be classed amon
the remarkable events of the time, stili it may afford matter for refle
tion and comment. It is only by noting the past that we can gath
wisdom for future action. Each Session marks, or sbould mark, a stag
in the development of our country. Each Session tells us who an
what our politicians are, bringing to light any statesman whom it ma
have pleased Providence to grant unto us.

Paffiamrit of cewrse, assemibled to do- the work of the countr.1
and quite naturally we turn back to see what bas been accomplishec
The list of Acts passed is flot a long one, and there is not a singi
measure among themn that could be considered as of first-rate import
ance. They deal mostly with private comçpanies and such like tbing
of small consequence. There--is: not- niuch- ground for complaint i
this, for the Flouse did that which came to its hand, wisely abstainin:
from the search for anything of higher con cern.

The work of examining and voting on the thirty-three Acts whic
have2 been passed might have been got through in a fortnight by
dozen men- who- knew their business; but our two hundredý arn
siïxty representatives. 'required. nearly, four- monrths. This is largel:
cwing' toý the faet thmt while the Flouse is flot blessed with th
presence of a-ny, if any, great speakers, it is cursed with th
presence. of a, large number of small taikers. Their speechifica
tiens. are like the nieasles--not very dangerous, but very tiresome
and they consu4me a lot of precious time. There bas not been a reall
able an d brilliant speech, that, we can cali to mind;. during the wholi
&sè"ion. Sir John Macdonald~s on. the dismissal of the Governmen
,of- QuIebc by Lieutenant-Governor Letellier being the best. For th
rest the speaking has been bel9w even Colonial par. But what ha
been lacking in quantity bas been, more than made up, in quantity, anc
the right of free parliamentary speech, bas been fully asserted. In ai
assembly where nearly ail can talk and but a few can really speak in
way that could, be, called eloquent, this is inevitable. The only waî
to heal the disease is for the country to, send-if it can, find them-
nmen who have power of brilliant speech in them, who could crush th
small fry of the Flouse into a more general silence. Then we sboulc
have a few refreshing great speeches, and less of wearisome small talk

Unfortunately not a single new star bas heaved above the horizon
Mr. Blake, a really able man, bas allowed himself to became a failure
He gave great promise, anad many confidentiy- looked to him as tbh
future leader, but indifferent healtb and a modicum of conscience drov
hlm from the Cabinet Then our attention was turned to M. Lauriei
as the coming man. Hle was taken into the Cabinet, and all men re-
joiced. Even the Conservatives spoke well of bis abilities, and onl)
mçiurned that bie was flot on the other and better side of the Flouse;
while tbe Liberals feit that a new lease of power and place had been
granted, and rubbed their hands and smiled and said, -1Now then.'
Thbe country, generally answered back, "lNow then," and waited to see
wbat would corne of the introduction into the Cabinet of a gentleman
who wbile yet young bad earned the reputation of being a more than
ordinarily able man, and free and independent enough to wear a
Presbyterian-looking waistcoat and collar, not caring for those wbo
g lory in appearance and not in beart and brain. But M. Laurier bas
been a disappointment to ail bis friends, not having made manifest that

he is possessed of the able qualities of a debater or statesman. Mr.
> oes, perbaps, of aJI the Min isterialists, bas done the best. He seemed
to understand the work allotted to him, and being railed railed back
again, coarsely sometimes but effectively always.

The Opposition bave developed no particular power of oratory,
and it was not needful that they should set their hand to the work of
legislation. On the whole the best of the talking bas been on the
Opposition side of the Flouse. Too mucb of it ; we must complain;
too, much fault-finding and unnecessary criticism, but perhaps not more
than we should expect from>i gentlemen who bonestly believe that tbey
ought to be governing the affairs of the nation for the national good.
Stili, Sir John bas curbed the impatience of bis foUlowers, and at times
belped the Government very materially in the despatcb of business.

The most painful feature in the whole retrospect is the rampant
rowdyism that prevailed. Tbe session began with. a most unseemnly
lbrawl; violent altercations and personal abuse succeeded eàch other in
rRpid succeision. Our -parliamentarians set themselves to blacken
,each other's character and prospered in the disgraceful undertaking ini
41Wymotaplng Reputations were played witb as boys play at
4ht4ýtîecock-beard-pu1llng and fisticuifs came into the garme-the wbolewi~ig up with a scene so disgraceful that had itocre natvr
t4e ke cýer of it would bave stood a chance to lo$e bis ,ilcense. Not
~any pçppte will be found to t4ke pride in~ a Pa4Iata'ent that left the

rolI5Ç at. it, last-sitting to the crieý of Il "liarP,' and Ild-d
ýi•Quhc1re,": the, mqn wbo brought oni hhts~esrud aen
çhýece to rep*4it

leconel ugon is forced ypo stathecury çan onlv hope
for a better st ait of'higf-stb crilgI ever p isiblie way tili

violent party spirit whicb now prevails, and wbich degrades politics,
binders the progress of the country, and makes the press a mere vehicle
for the dissemination of falsehoods and slanderj; politicians do notg reflçct tbe people, but only the party at Ottawa. The daily papers do

ernot set themselves to give information, but only to furtber the interests
eof the party. Reports are one-sided, garbled, falsified, ail for the party.

d T tspirit sbould be repressed by the voters, who can deal with theparliamentary re2resentatives; and by the general reading people who-y support the press. And then, the people should begin to consider the'
wisdom of continuing to pay their politicians. The policy-is a bad one;

'ithbas led to a pernicious multiplication of goverfiments, to prolonged,
e esos asdb eetlt a.xedtr hc suncsay

-extravagant and ruinous, and the introduction of men into Parliament:
'swbo would more creditably get their living in some other way.

n
g "SCALING" 0F WAGES IN CANADA.
h
a Not a few newspaper men in Canada have been of late, piously exerciseddover a Ilscaling" of debts which has had, no existence except:in their own brains.But here in- Canada, in- our depreciated silver, is a veritable scaling, not- of the,y' debts of the rich, but of the wages of the poor throughout aIl Canada. Supposee we invite these indignant men now to look nearer home. The so-called -'faîlle of silver in London must have affected our aiready degraded haîf and quarter

-dollar pieces, just as as it is said to have affected United States silver. Thiset "token" money, the oflicers of the British Mint will at once tell you, is robbed
yof a considerable portion of its silver.to be exact, when silver is at 5s. per'eounce in London, it is within a fraction of îo per cent. Add to that tbe io per
tcent. of loss which the gold standard men so strenuously urge bas recently over-,ta-ken silver bullion, and we have the people of Canada beîng paid for thefrâ lbor in a coiriage diebased 20 per cent. Perhaps these newspaper men wills satisfy themselves with the reflection that this silver is only " subsidiary," that iti buys a joint of mutton for the poor man as 'veli as could be done by a bit ofi gold <that may prove a puzzle for them), that it is for " small transactions" anda for small people, and can therefore at the worst be but a small fraud; that it is~good enough for the retail trade of the country, vast though that trade be, and
-where producers really meet consumers, but that gold is more dignified for thatwholesale trade and for those large "ltransactions" aroun1 l which gamblers andspeculators most do congregate; that it is limited in amount, and therefore notan unlinmited debasement; that even if 5o per cent. of silver were surreptitiouslyabstracted from the coins, they would be quite the thing for workingmen ; inishort, that though bardly respectable enough to be tendered to bondholders,they are good enough for paying the wages and the debts of ail wbo proditice ourwealth. But I know whereof I write, and let me say to the people of Canadâ
ethat their earflings are " scaled" i0 per cent. by this combined falsehood and

r fraud of subsidiary silver, and that where the workingmen across the lines arepaid a dollar a day in the silver dollar now being coined, they are paid 13 percent. better wages than the workingman of Canada when paid a dollar a day in
Tthis degraded E,'nglish coinage. The Press of Carada lias rivalled certain news-papers on a portion of the eastern seaboard of the Union in its denunciation ofallah "scaling" processes. Here is an opportunity, and within its own borders,not of wasting its virtues on a shadow, but of exposing a " scaling" as gross aswas ever perpetrated on poor and unsuspecting îndustry. I will flot prostitutethe pages of the SPECTATOR by a defence of the subsidiary coins of the UnitedStates, but this much I will say, that the Americans have neyer rohbed orclipped their coins to the extent done by England and Canada. It would bewell for those who bave held uip an entire nation to infamy and sc-'rn, simplybecause that nation is recoining its silver on the ratio agreed Upon with itsbondbolders-written on its bonds, embodied in its laws-to take these factshomne with them, and learn, if tbey can, to what extent even a "4Queen's Head"may conceal a multitude of sins.

When Canada erects ber own Mint-as she certainly will one day do-andprepare her own gold and silver, minting her coins from the largest to thesmnallest, full weight and fuîll standard, and lets these coins out amongst berpeople, pot shutting them up in vaults and subterranean places, then, and nottîli then, will this young nation know the meaning of steady commercial pro-gress anci of general prosperity within ail ber borders. 'rhen, and flot tilI then,will she crow n lierself with that word which ought even to stand as the brightestanid best in all our commercial vocabulary-r-ihteusness.
WILLIAM BROWN.

CI4SES or MANKIND.-I have divided mankind into classes. There is the Noodle,-ver-ysnumazous, but well known. 'Me Affliction-woman,-a valuable Inexber of society, generaIllan~ axncie»t spins er, or distant relation of the family, in small circwnstances : the moment, slWhefls of siiy accident or distress ini the family, she sets off, packs up her little bag, and isimmedigteIy. established there, to conifort, flatter, fetch, and carry. 'Me Uptakers-. clasf'of people wbo only see through their fingers' ends, and go through a room taking upantouching everything, however visible and however tender. The Clearers,-who hegin at thedishbelbre tbem, and go on picking or tasting till it is cleared, however larke the compauLxswal the, supply, and rare the contents. The Sleep-wallkers,--those who mevr deviate fromthe begten track, who think as thel- fathers have thought since the Flood, who start ftoManew idea as they would fromn guilt. The Lemon-squeezers of Society,-People who 11Gt onyou ,as a- wet -blanket, whosee a cloigd in, the sunshine, the nail& of the coffin, in, the ribbofllU~ of, evi egu ïe of hope; who, where thçre are two sidas, Cpfe eh výýy kýok curdles the milk, andj sets your teeth on edge.
'-etniwe1glmit ié the;1Noodle, yet- a vari*ety; People who- hive begtin- t6abt actMh ut ay.ti~iuiandù «a.ftid tO try thei wigsdaud trubl ,t the, soiÎi&àmWir-*" f4çStws the# 4nnçela ~ ~ 0sassiLTq tWsene,-very nuqov vi4 e,4çlir, IlWel 1I ss Sure aés bven t is teroi

tO ~ ~ ~ are many more1 bt* I 4brget tWrm. btboe$iticean

JMJJr.%lirtituP yOur Weik poinit,* rubbîngyolur s'ore, &c-m Vný


