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NOTICE.

We shall be plonsed to reteive Itema-of in.
torost pertaining tb Trade Societies, from nll
partsof the Domiuion, forpublication. Officers
of Tradea Unions, Socretariés of Loagues, &c.,
are invited to send wma news relating to their
-organizations, conditisn of trade, &o.

'TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTIONS
L (mvanum.v IN ADVANCE),

._'- Per Annum.. ............3...8200

TSR MONUNS e ve er e renrraens weee 1 00

Single copiss, cuvaerrrereeiiiiiiianea 005
ADNERTISEMENTS.

Each insertion, ten cents per line,
Contract Advort:sements at tho following
vates.:—-

One column, for one year ..... cseeen 3130 00
HalE

-------

Quartor cokamn, ", ............ 50 00
Sixth “ e eveiaae, 35 00
Yighth “ oo RN 25 00
One column, for six months. P 80 G0
ek ¢ e 45 00
Quarter oolumn ¢ ... 25 00
Tighth- ¢ € e 15 00
Ona colomn, for threo menths. ... ... . 80 %
. - A .. 30
Quartercolumn ¢ ., veervene. 1700
Highth & L “ees . 10 00

All communications should be addressed 4o
the 'Office, 124 Bay Strect.

"Our columns are open ‘for the discussion-of
all questions affecting tho working classes.
- AR communicatiors shonld be accompanied
by the names of the writers, not necesamily
for ;publicatjon, but .ns & gueranteo of good
faith,

We wish it o be distinctly nnderstood that
we do not hold owrselves - ‘responsible fer the
opinions of correspondents.

‘WILLIAMS, SLEETH & MacMILLAN,
124-BAX STREET.

-Meet_ings of Uniens.

. THRONTO.
Meetings are held in the Trades’ Assendly Hall,
Kiny street west, inthe following oréer :— )
Ma.dclnmsts and Blaoksxmths, 1st and3rd Mon.
ays.

Painters, 18t and 3rd Monday.

Tailors. 2nd and 4th Monday.

Cmpms. {159), every Tuesday.
AmnlgmatedCarpen‘;ers, alternateVednes’ys.
‘Cigarmakers, 2nd and 4th Wednesday.

Jron Moulders, every Thursday.

Millers, 20d Thursdss. :
Trudes’ Assembly, st and 3rd Fridey.
Rricklayers and Mcasons, 1st and 3rd Friday.
®tone Cutters, 2nd aud 4th Friday.
«Ceopars, 2nd and 4th Friday. ’

Printers, 1st Saturday. ’

Bakers, every 2nd Saturday.

The Amalgnmated Society of Enmne :rs, &e.,
meets in Foy’s Hall, corner .of York and
Richmond sts on the 2nd and 4th Friday.

The Hackmens’ Umc\n meets .in the Temper
ance Hall, on the-1st Monday.

T'ke Friendly Society of Carpenters and Join-
ers meets in the Temperance Hall, Temper-
ance street, on the 1st Fnda.y

K. 0.8, C., No. 313, meeis in the Temperance
* “Hall ev ery alternate Tuesday.

OTTAWA.

Mewt.nqa ‘mre held in the Mechenics’ Hall, -

{ Rowe’s Block, ) Rileaw street, in the foll(rw-
ing order :—

Froe-stone Catters, 1st and 3rd Tuesday

- Limo-stone Cutters, 1st and 8rd Wedaesday.

‘dlasons and Bricklayers; 1st and 8rd Thursday.
“Trades’ Council, 1st Friday.
. Printers, 1st Saturday.

Tadlors, 2ad and 4th Wednesday.
Haraessmakers, 4th 3{onday.

ST. CATHARIXNES.
Mestings are Hell in the Temperance Hall, in
the following order :—
K. 0. 8. C., 1at Monday.
Tailors, 2nd Monday.
Typographical Union, No. 147, 2ud Tuaesday.
Coopers, 3rd Tuesday.

Messrs. LANCEFIELD Broruers, Newsdealers,
No. & Market square, Hamilton, are agents
for the WORKMAY in that vicinity.

Mr. D. W. Ternext, Niagara Street, St.
Catharines, will receive subscriptions and
give receipts for the WorkMaN. Parties
calling on Mr. Ternant will please state if
they wish the paper continued.

Mr. J. A. Branvow, of Guelph, has kindly
consented to solicit subacn‘ptxona for the
WORKMAN in that town, and is hereby
suthorized to act as our agent,

'TO CITY SUBSCRIBERS

City subscribers not x receiving their papers

. regularfy, will oblige the proprietors by giving

notice of such ‘irregularity at.the Office, 124

Bay street. )

w
TRADES' ASSEMBLY.

"We bave been reqnested to remmd~
the delegates to the Trades’ Assembly
of the meeting on- Friday- (to~morrow)
evening. A full attendance is requested,

: 88 questious of interest will be discussed.

" A plebincite is proposed in Spain to faettle

“the’ vexed question of the form of Govern-|
: o -+ ... ] as, did they depend upon the oxcrmonn

ment.

| of the subject may be of service. Woare,

The Ontariv Sovkmny,
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TRADES UNIONISTS AND PO-
LITICS.

Not unfrequently the question is ask-
ed, should Trades' Uviomists be po.
litical ? The question has as frequently
beon dismissed by a mero afirmative
or-negative answer, @s tho individual
opinion may suggest. But though these
answars may have satisfied those whe
gave them, yet, it is ovidebt, from the
question cropping up agpin and again,
that such answers«do not roeet the wants
of the case, and therefore a discussion’

aware that in all well-regulated organ-
tzations of worlunwmen, tho constitu-;
tion prohxblt.s the intreduction or dis,
cussion of party political questions—
and vory rightly so. Tti¥ssnid that the
reforms sowght to be accomplishesd
through the instrumentality of trado

be counsidered s more properly bolong-
ing to social ethics; and though #his
raay be touo to a very great extent, yet
it is undeubtedly cqually as truesthat
these ¢ social reforms” may be ad.
vanced znd accelerated by judicioms po-

well that the discussion of mereparty
politicssshould be ¢ tabooed ™ at:union
meetings, we cavnot sce that this pro-
hibition should extond to the examin-
ation wnd discussion of such laws as
may be considered contraventions of
tho rights of workingmen, or that may
in any way affeat their iaterests; nor
should such prohibition be allewed to
interfere with the discussion or.adoption

“lof any course of action which would

tend to increase their political power.
It must be patent to all that there is
not anything moxs apparent in coonece-
tion. with the political life or any coun-
try than the fuct that a class -or an in.
terest is prosperous in proportion to its
possession of such power. That those
who possess this powor are fully aware
of this fact, is made evident mot only
by the determination with whica they
resist every attempt to diminish such
power, but also to prevent the growth
of any new power ‘in Purliament from
which they apprehend antugonism of
any &ind. -

As an illustration of this wo have
only to take a retrospective glance at
English polities, and we see that, for
the rchson -advanced, cvery atom of
political - power obtained by the opera-
tives has had te be purchased at the
expenso of prolonged ard severe strug-
gles; and wo would ask, whether this
power, when obtained and used, has not
paid the people back with magnificent
interest,—not, perhaps, so much as yet
in material gaio, as in tho additional
growth of power it sccures, and in'the
glowing premise of the future gaod it
will bring, when popular intelligence
has had time to grow with it? The
gradual growth of this power has cul.
minated in the return, in two or three
instances, of representative workingmen
to the English House of Commons; but
it will not stop there—it will go on
expanding and increasing in strength,
until, ngt two or three, but scores of
such representatives will be found on
thee floor of Parliament, and it is not
difficult to perceive that such unjust
enactments as the Criminal Law Amend-
ment Act, the present Master and
Servants Act, and other laws of a
similar charueter; will not be sutfered
much lon rer to disgrace the stntutes of
that country. -

Would the same results have followed
had the trade unions of England con-

and waited tillthe growing intclligenco
of the country, perceiving the unfuirness
of the operations of those - laws, : had
championed the oppressed, and redress-
ed the grievances undor which they
suffered ? We think none can answer
in the affirmative. Active.and stren
wous efforts were necessary; and the
putting forth of such efforts have placed

the unionists of England in a position

to work out for tl\emselves euch reforms

unions and similar organizations should|

litical aetion ; and therefore, whike it is|

tented themeelves with mero discussion, |

of others, they might have had to wait] ¢

| for till tho millenium had dawned upon

them.

These considorations plainly pomt to
the conclusion that, leaving out mere
party palitical differences, thore o po-
litical ‘questions which como ot only
within the province of trade socicties to
discuss, but which it is their duty to do,
in order to advance the intevests of labor
‘refore.  'We may bo told that the in-
stancos wo have referred to, and the
cordition of affairs in this country
afferd no parallel.  Happily at tho pre
seat, they do not, probably, to any very
great extent; but wo do not think wo
aro far wrong when we say, it will deo-
pend very much upon the action of
workingmen themeelves, as to whether

1'they shall or shall not do so in the dis-

tant future. As it is, many questions
will arise as tho just claims of labor
aro forced into recognition. With such
questions trade societies will havo to
deal,—and in doing so, they must, to a
certain extent, be political.

THE ASSLbS\IE\?'].‘ BILL,

The Dbill introduced by the Hon. Mur.
Crooks before the Loeal Legislature,
entitled “An Act to amend the
Assessmort Law,” we consider a 1rost
palpable picce of “class legislntion.”
Ono of the scctions of the propesed
Act, und tho one to which cxeeption is
taken, exempts ¢ the shares held by
any person in the capital stock of any
incorperated or chartered bank doing
business in this Province from assess.
ment for municipal or other local ates
or taxes, but any interest, dividend or
‘inerease derived from any such shares
held by any person resident in this Pro-
vince, shall be deented 1o come within
and to be linble to assesmient undor fhe
thirty-fifth scction of the Assessment Act
of 1869." .

The injustice of this exomption. is
apparent at the first glance. For in-
stanee, 8 W“Lm«rm.m may desirs to
purchase o lot upon which to build a
house. The investment altogether
might invelve a respensibiiity of suy|.
fiftcen hundred dollars,—a. sum, which
it would require the savings of halfa
life time of the * toiler ™ to accumulate,
The property bas to be mortgaged say
to 4 building society, wikile this mort-
gage remains, the frecholder is not
actually the owner, nevertheless he has
o pay the full amount of taxes, in
proportion to the assessad value beenuwse
ho is the ostonsible owner. But an
individual who may have “stock in the
building society, tu any extent, is ex-
empt from any proportion of taxation,
except upon tho dividends declared,—

taxation is all the greater upon the
freeholder. * )

Again, » man may iovest a certain
amount of capital in any busiaess, and
whether thut investmout is a financial
succoss or otherwise, ho hns to pay
taxes upon the full amount of capital
a3 invested; but an individual who
may fnvest in bank stocls, aceording to
Mr. Crook’s amendment, can ouly be
liable to be assessed on the aunual
dividénds that may be delared by such
bank. As has beon well said, the ton-
dency of the proposed bill is to make
bank stock “ a sort of preserve for cupi.
talists and woalthy persoas who may
prefer speculating .in money, iustead of
owning or speculating in real estate.”
In'the best interests of the community,
generally, it is to be hoped that Mr.
Crook’s " amendment "’ wxll speedily re-
ceive its quietus. :

.

THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT
-OF EDUCATION.

The most absorbing ‘topic with the
city papers appears to be the discussion
io comnection ‘with the charges that
have been. brought-agsinst the Chicf
Superintendont of Education; Rov. Dr.
Ryerson.  Semi- oceasionally” these
charges have been preforred ; but in all
previous contosts the Doctor has van-
quished - his .assailants, and windicated
himself: In reply to the present charges
sdvaccel by’ Mr. G. M. Adam, pub:
lisher 'of the Oanadl,an Monithiy, thd.

letters from Dr. Ryerson, pubhshed in

tho daily journals, give evidonce that!!
he is no less vigorous in the use of the
pew than in former yewrs, and in, con-
clusion the Rev. Dr. requests “the
.lppomtmcnt and exhaustive investiga-
tion of & committee of the Lo-'lslnture
or ot n commission,”” before which be is
prepared to provo the fietitiousness of
tho charges preferred against hil:l.

THE VICTORIA RAILAWAY.

Tho Vietoria Railway Company have
petitioned the Legislature for n sub-
sidy in part cash and pavt land, and
have very forcibly pointed their petition
with facts relative to the importunce and
-advantage of the proposed line of rail-
way. One clause of that petition we
desire to draw pavticular attontion to, as
follows:— '

¢ To secure the r'l.pl(l coustinction of the
proposed Railway, your petitioners are will-
ing o cu-operate with the Govermmnt of
tho Provinee in assisting from 2,000 to
3,000 emigrants or others to - -gro to work
upon the Tino of Railway and mnke settle-
ments upon the land in its vicivity during
and after its construction. The' Company

will be willing to pay four dollars per head |

in aid of such emigrants as may be specially
selected for this work by the Government
Agents in Great Britain, Denmurk, Sweden
or Norway, emigrants from tho lattce
countries h.wm-rbeon found by experience
to be e'cceulm«'ly industrious -and easily
located. The Compnny proposo to pay to
to the laboreis upon their line of Ruilway
a fixed scalo of cash wages, and also to
those who mnay desire to obtain land npon
the line of Railway, ' certain amount of
cash per diem and the -balance in land, 80
that in the event of the Inborer umkuw
for a certain length of time upon the Eail-
way he wonld "have ‘earnel for himselt a
freo deed to » given amount of land, Tle
iand being converted into payment for
labor and the laborer into a frecholder, a
producer of food for himself, tratlic for the
Railways and ships, and revenye to the
Goverument.”

The plan of building a -4 foet S}

inch gauge railway from a point above

Usbridge on the Nipissing zi« Lindsay
and Fenelon Falls, right through the
new country to the Upper Ottawa is
fraught with immense conscqueni-cs,
not only to this city, but to the whole
of tho western peninsula, as well as to
the country along the line of tho pro-
posed railwdy. The idea of building
the railway vight through the bush nnd
‘settling the country by means of the
railway, and also the plap ¢f making
the territory through which the railway
is to pass bear a large proportion of the
cost of construction commard at ence
the approval of practical miads.

Many a mechanic and workman would
gladly take o hundred aeres of bush
land beside a railway, if it could bhe
paid for as proposed, by work on the
railway.

No better plan has ever been proposed
to secure the attention of mechanics to
the actual business of aequiring homeo-

and zs a necossary eonsequence, the 1 steads in the country.

~We invite the attention of our
readers- to this important subject, and
shall be glad to have practical sugges-
tions in reforence o the petition now
before Parliament.

Wo know that mechanies will not go

"to the remoto scttlements in the free

grants, while to scttle on the linocof a
railway and carn 100 acres of land by
working for it in building the railway
will induce thousunds of workmen to
acquire homesteads.

We shall return to this subject in
futuro issues of the WorRKMAN,

ANNUAL CO\'VI] "TION K 0.8.C.

- The fifth annuul convention of the
K. 0.8.C. of this Province was open-
ed, according to appointment, at two
o'clock p.m. on Wednesday, the 11th
mst, in' tht Trades’ Assembly Hall,
in this city, the following G. L. officers
being present :—Wm. Silver, G.8.K.:
Samuel' Atking, G.K.; Wm. Maguess,
G..8. and Treas.; John Caivert, John
A Brandon, Clmrles B. King, G. Trus-
tees. The delegates present were, J.
Johnson, David Strachan, Wm. Brown,
No: 159, Toronts; - J. Brandon, No.
202, “Guelph; * Michael May, W,
Corner, No, 212, Humilton; Sidney
lels, No. 234, Strntford Jas. Harris,

1Tas:., Oiarl-, No. 242, London' Thos.

:Lntte;"No.. 315, Toronto ;. Joseph Ryan,
No. 826, Chni]xanxn 5 P J Monro, No.
340, St. Catharmes ; Hamilton Sutton,
No. 353 Burne H Meredith, No. 366;

Toronto No. 371 Galt Q.

Mcleodrics, No. 3N A Orilliu; J. G.-
Irwin, Petorboro’, Wm. Singer, Brant-
ford, with sworal othor dologates and
visitdrs from a distanco,

The reports of the Executive Lom-
witteo of the business dono sinco the
Inst annual convention gave entire satis-
faction, and their action in sending =
ddlegate to the Canadian Labor Union
was cndorscd.

There were ouly two gricvances.
brought to the notice of the. Excentive
Committeo during the ycar—ono in
Orillia, whero an ewployer, finding he
could not regulate wages to suit his
own idens, caused the arrest of some
membors of the Order for combirnation
aud iantimidation; but the case, on
being brought to Court, was decided
against hnn. The other in Guelph,
w hue an employer sought to introduce
unskilled labor iuto his shop ageinst
the reeognised rules ot the Order, and
although his hands tried to scttle the
difficulty he persistently refused settle-
ment, until brought to it 'after a strike
of two wecks duration.

As tho Sessions are conducted in
sceret, most of the business done is not.
ullowed to be made public.

Thoe title of the Ontario G. T. has
been changed to the Canadian G. L.,
Yo allow sub-Lodges outside of this Pro-
vince to como under its jurisdiction.
All subordinate Lodges of the Canadian
G. L., will reecive their Charters and
Numbers from the Canadian G. L., in
place of the L. G. L, us before, and those
already in existence will receive num.
bers aceovding to seniority. They have
also changed the time of annual'moot-
ing to the third Wednesduy in July,
as being more suitable.  T'he finaneinl
uffuirs of the C. . L. are in a satisfae-
tory condition. '

During the convention, the G. I..
visited thiz office en musse, and on in-
vitation the'establishments of Sessions,
Ciopor & Smith, and Walker, Bvuny &
Co., whero they were shown the great-
ost courtesy by the proprictors, with
whom, we hope, they will always
remain on the’ same vfricndly terms.-
The following officors were duly elected
for the current term:—Charles B
King, G. 8.K.; David Strachan, G. . ;
Wm annces, (re-clected) G b ; W,
Silver, G. Treas; Jobhn Calvert, Gilbort
Mcl-‘cdrio;s and John A. Brandon, G.
Trustees. " Aftor a session of three days,
the C.G.L. was closed. The next
regular meeting will be held in "this
cnty on tho tlm'd Wednesday in July,
1875

Wo also received a copy of the fol-
lowing resolution from the G. Seribo.
Moved by Bro. Silver, past G.S. K.,
seconded by Bro. Magness, G.S., and

Resolved —That tho thanks of the
Cunadian Grand Lodgo of the . O. S.
C. be tendered to the proprietors of the
OnTARIO WoRKMAN, for their able ad-
vaeaey of the prmcuples of Lubor Re-
form, and tho firm stand they have-
takcn on the side of Labor. Weo would
again take this opportunity of record-
ing our entire confidencein the ONTARIO
Wom\\mn and would recommend the
journal 1o the most earnest support of
our sub-Lodges. We would also thank
them for thelr kindness and liberality
in presenting copics of their paper to-
each member ot this Grand Lodge.

Resolved.—That copy of the fore-
going resolution bo sent to the Wonk..

MaN Offfee for publication,

e
PAINTERS MEETING.

The Painters of this city intond liold-
ing & mass meeting in the Trudes’ As-
sewbly I, on Monday evening, March
2nd., to take into eomsideration  mat.
tersand things” affecting their interests.
A generalattondance of painters is earn-
estly called for, and we doubt not there
will be a genoral respouse.

.,7521“ The Licensed Vietnallers of this city -
ave formed an associatiou, and are rapid-
ly progressing with the work of thorough
organization,

————
A npecml mectiug of the St. Cathavines, St,,
Patrick's’ Tomperance Society took tlace on
Thursday night, aid twenty-foureiew members .

joined, The iden of-building o new hall was -

dicussed, and two propositions wero'made o -
socure a room over the school in contemplation
of erection, 40 fvet by 80 feet. The other pro-
position waa to form a joint atock company to
build & hall in a ceriékal Joeation. - Tho latter -

proposa] was not adopted, but lt has. mnny
vnrm advocates, -



