
JTOURNAL OP THIE BOARD 0F -ARTS -AND MANUFACTURES FOR U. 0. i

.etudy te wbat be considered a new mode of pro-
pelling steamers, an improvement on the ordinary
-side paddle.wbeels now in use, and went to the
expense of having modela prepared preparatory to
applying for a patent. WLen his modela were
nearly completed Le consulted te British -Patent
Office publications in the Free Library of tItis
Bloard, and at once discovered that an -invention
exaetly similar Lad been patented in England
somne yeara previously. Another gentlemen -from
the -city cf :Hamilton, who Lgd for a -long tinme
been. atudying an improvement on the screw. pro-
peller, and was about to apply for a Britisht patent,
fo.und, on refereuce te the same library, a -descrip-
tion of an exactly 'ainijiar invention. Byâthese
means tbey were saved further trouble and ex-
pense, and had tbey oniy consuited these worke
sconer, tbey -would no doubt Lave been saad
-mucit disappointment aise.

The provisions of the present law referred to in
the 4th objection ia undoubtedly the moat detrimen-
tal of any tote interesta of Canadian inventors, and
aiso to the public, wbcae intereaLa are identical
with tbeirs, A number of inventions are now
waiting the alteration cf our law, s0 as te secure
reciprooity with the-United States. The reasons
given by te inventera for withholding.their dié-
coveries freni tbe public are, that a. patent for
,Canada only secures te monopoly of a very
limited market, and they cannot afford te pay.,the
sunt of five Lundred dollars required fron every
Canadin citizen for a patent in the United States,
consequent upon or prehibitory law ; and there-
fore prefer te wait, bopiug that our legisiature
will malte sncob amendmente thereto as will enable
us te take advantage cf the :law passed by tbe
United States Congreas, March 2nd, 1861, section
10, " That all laws now .in force fixing the rates
of.ýthe Patent Office te be paid, and discriminating
between the inhabitants cf the United States and:
thoae of other countries, which shial net diacrimi.
*nate against te inhabitanta of te United States,
are. hereby repealed,"P and establiahing ýuniform
rates cf fees cf $35 fur ail, on the conditions. recited
in te foregoing extraet.

IL will thus Le seen- that.s sas n our 1mw
ceasee te discrmminate againat Lte -inhabitants of
the United -States, a reciprocity in patente *will
take. place; and. .eurely ne one ean fer a moment
doubt. but the advantage cf. aecuring the. American
.market te Or inventera, -will. be a boon- far mo re
valuable titan.we cati confer on American oitizens
by throwing Or market open *te them.

*A fear is sematimea expressed that by granting
patent rigita-to;Americans, they-will neithei'man-
ufacture their inventions Lere or seli rigtsa te-

othera to do se ; but titis may Le gunrded against
by providiog that:unleas Ahe manufacture cf -the
article patented is cmmenced in the province
witbin say twclve montha- after the issue cf te
patent, all exclusive righta therein shall L e *fer-
feitcd by the patentee cr hia assignae.

The immcrnlity which the pressent 1mwtle7ade -te
is aise another important censideration. -A large
number cf patente taken ont -in Canada arete
inventions cf American citizena, wito, on finding
that patent rights cannot be obtained in their own
name, on acceunt cf their being aliens, accore te
service cf some weak or iminmoral. minded- Canadien,
who for a consideration makes *te affirmation that
te invention or .discovery is is, and titus secures

the patent, witich, meat probnbly, is then nssigned
ever te te American.

The cnutries that do not ncw discriminate
between their cwn aubjects and foreignera in.te
issue cf patents are Austria, Australia, Bavaria,
Belgium, France, Great -Britain, Hanover, India,
The Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, .Prussia,
Russia, .Sardinia, -Saxony, -Spain, :Sweden and
Nerway, the United States cf America, and several
minor states and gevernments; se that Canada
now stands alone in sustaining prohibitory patent
laws.

The duration cf patent righta in te foregoing
States vary-frein titree te fifteen years, and te
fees front an average cf from:$5 in scme te $60 in
ethers, per annunt, for -tbe whole Lerrn. In smôme
two-dozen cf Gemman, and other-States there existe
.ne special patent legisiation, but te respective
geverumenta grant privileges te. inventera fer ' ite
exclusive use or working cf titeir inventions.

A draft cf an amendedBill wns prepared-by the
provincial government during te past year, which
will most probably Le sub*mitted to-Lte Legisînture
during iLspresentession. Thte -leading -features
cf the Bill are that iL provides for te establish-
ment at -te-seat cf gcvernment of a-Patent Office,
-te Le attaohed te the -Bureau cf Agriculture,.and
the appointient cf a coeisiener cf Patente';
:for te ganting cf patents te, Ilany person cf a ny
country whatever,» On the same conditions. as% to
inhabitants cf -Canada;..tie establishment cf a
gallery-for modela cf -inventions, te Le open at al
suitable imesfor public. inspection ; te prepara-
tien cf indices, -&c., te apecifications, to be open te
te inspection cof te public* at edih Limes a-Lte

Commiasioner -may appoint; the registration cf
"tradea marks," .and cf copyrights cf original

designa, and te- forwardin 1g cf copies of. index cf
tiLles cf design@ te the Boards cf Arts, and Manu.
-.factures for public inspect'i on. A,' large pprtibn of'
te -ill is taken uly with te foaa rmen cf'


