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TH.E prelimtinary arrangements have been made for a Cana-
idian art exhibit at the Columbian Exhibition. A Conmittee,

representing the various art societies, wili select the subjects at
exhibitions to be held in Montreal and Toronto in February. A
hanging committee will be appointed and a comtpetent person
to represent Canadian artists at Chicago. The hanging com.
mittee will assume the responsibily for the safe relum of the ex-
hibits te Canada. It is to be regretted that the enthusiasm
which is being manifested by the artists has not also taken posses.
sion of the architects.

WE understnd that sone sixtý designs vere subimittedl in the
preliminary competition for plans for public buildings at Vic.
toria, B. C., to which reference was made in our bast issue. Mr,
S. G. Curry, President of the Ontario Association of Architects,
and Mr. A. T. Taylor, member of the Cotncil of the Province
of Quebec Association of Architects, have been appointed to
judge the designs, and to select thie fi svwhici in their opinion
possess the most merit. The authors ofthese will be required
to submit designs in a final competition. Messrs. Curry and
Taylor are at present in British Columbia making an examina-
tion of the preliminary designs.

Building contractors Iniglt well lento the lesson of how to
estimRte from the contractors for public works, who, while deai-
ing yjth contracts cf vastly greater magnitude, vary but slightly
in.thpgir tenders. As an example, we may cite the case of the
tenders for the construction of the Soulanges Canal. For section
îî, live of th¯e lowest tenders- were in this order: $278,812, $281,.

740, $183,479, $289,649, $262,865. For' section s2, six of the
lowest tenders were as follows: $234,561, $235,2(8, $239,342,
$240,990, $244,oo. For section 13, several of the 1oswest ten.
ders ranged as follows: $532,i29, $552,629, $556,537, $559,695*
These figures indicate that a more business-like method ofesti-


