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best guarantee that the building is safe, substantial
and in a sanitary condition.” The contention here
made is not capable of proof, and is advanced in the
hope that it may serve to obscure the real object in
view. While it is doubtless true that a majority of the
most skilled workmen may be found in the union ranks,
it is by no means the fact that none but good workmen
are admitted, There are thousands of incompetent
Workmen belonging to the unions, and conversely there
are many first-class mechanics who are non-unionjsts.
Hence it follows that the employment of only union
labor is not in itself a guarantee of good workmanship.
One of the most serious and well-founded complaints

preferred against unionism is that it has done nothing

to raise the standard of workmanship, but on the con-
trary seeks to place all mechanics on one level, disre-
garding the widely differing abilifies with which the
Creator has endowed them.

Official or quasi-official specifi

VUniform cations governing the character
sp:::f:::::::ns. of cement tor construction work

have been adopted in Germany,
France, Sweden, Switzerland and Russia. An attempt
to standardize specifications is now being made
England, where, at present, as in Canada, specifica-
tions vary widely even where the nature of the work
and the conditions are identical. According to a
recent writer on this subject some English cement
specifications call for 300 Ibs, per square inch on the
neat briquette after 28 days ; others demand 550 Ibs.
after 7 days. Not only are different specifications in-
consistent with one another (assuming that the archi-
tects and engineers who drew them were anxious to
obtain good cement) but they often themselves con-
tain paragraphs mutually inconsistent.  Such for
instance, as finely ground cement with an extreme
weight per bushel. Some time ago, says the writer,
an engineer drew up an elaborate document giving,
amongst other things, the size of the sieve wires.
Upon investigation it was found that had the sizes he
specified been adopted the cement would have had to
find its way through a solid brass plate. As we have
previously pointed out the extensive use which is
already being made of cement in construction and the
certainty of its employment on a still more extended

in

scale in the future demands not only properly drawn
specifications, but also a system of testing all cement,
in order that the safety and durability of structures
+built largely or entirely of this mateirial m
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