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Alining exploration often implies difficult and
dangerous travel. So fascinating is it, how-
ever, in the rewards that successful explorers
sometimes get, or so alluring in the rare sightsand circumstances it presents to the adventur-
ous traveller or metallurgist, that people will
always be found to engage in the occupation.
And they endure great fatigues and hardships
in pursuing it.

Among the letters which have reached To-
ronto from a Canadian mining engineer, who
bas been for several years in Arizona and
Mexico, we select one under date June last.
The writer of the letter, who was mining for gold
in Senora county, not far from the Gulf of
California, had occasion to visit a mining loca-
tion far to the eastward, in the adjoining pro-vince of Chihuahua, Mexico. To do this he
had to cross the Sierra Madre range of moun-
tains, a spur of the Cordilleras of the Andes,
which enter Mexico from the south. Before
the time this letter was sent the writer and his
chum-also a Canadian- had been living for
weeks on fish and flapjacks, varied by venison,and had not seen a white person for manymon ths.

Mv DEAR FRIEND,-I promised you a de-
scription of my trip across the Sierra Madres.Thursday, May 9th last, witnessed a verv in-
auspicious start, leaving San Marcos with twohorses, my old Bill " as pack, and riding that
wicked black 1 have told you of. Nearing
Guaycora, took a short cut, saving a heavyclimb, and sent my " mozo " into the town
with instructions to meet me again where theArivechi trail left the ri0er. After waiting anhour there, a boy guided me to the top of the
hill, and showed me the road over. AIl went
well and appeared to smile till after noon, when
I found I had got a cattle trail, taking me in
a wrong direction. Being tired from walkingover bad and steep places, and thoroughlythirsty, I looked for a place to get down to the
canon and succeeded, and finally found water.
Thinking this water must find its way toSahuaripa river, I kept on down, and finally
found myself boxed in. Then unsaddled and
left the horses, going on afoot. After a while,
came to a thirty or forty foot fall, and had to
cross to the next canon, only to find another
impassable place. Hlere was a fix-; I felt as
lonely as any Robinson Crusoe or Pizarro.
But like those worthies, I then climbed to the
highest point, located myself, and made a bee
line, arriving tired, hungry and thirsty at a.anch, at about 8 o'clock at night. After much
talk I induced two ranchers to go off and look
for my horses, offering them 5 if they brought
the animals. This they did about 6 a.m., and
I pushed on to Arivechi (12leagues). Here it
took two days to shoe our animals and make
preparations. By Sunday we made Casita, 8
leagues away, and spent Monday there.

On Thursday. the 14th, we finally started,
Hanson and self, with three " mozos " and a
guide, the last named being the old man who
induced us to make the trip. Don Teodoro is
as thoroughly an old scoundrel as one can find
in all Sonora, a little old man of 64 vears, with
one Apache bullet through his hand and another
through his ribs. Others were Chico Montene-
gro, a fine specimen, 6 feet 1 inch high, a reli-
able man, and one who has been under Apachefire more than once; Joaquin, another sixfooter, but worthless, always needing the spur ;Calistro, an Indian, who turned out a goodhand. Two pack mules made up the outfit.That night we camped at Nogales (walnut
trees), and called it nine leagues. Next day,after hard travelling, camped on a long hill,inthe rain. Thursclay nuoned at Guadalupe Bar,a celebrated old place on Mulatos lRiver, andhad some fish, making camp at night at alovely spot, a league along the bank of the Aros
River. A dynamite cartridge helped us to a
mess of fish. The pools were very deep, and
I had a grand swim in the Aros. To reach
here we bad climbed some lime over a rockytrail, and finally came to a gap that was start-
ling. There was a sheer drop to the river, and
only a narrow ledge to reach the descent. We
all dismounted except the old man.

Up to this time we had shot one deer and
had venison still. Old Don Teodoro had been
telling us wonderful yarns of his doings, and
this night Chico took the floor and told of a phe-
nomenal feat, travelling on foot, without stop
and within the twenty-four hours, 54 leagues.
Calistro followed with a good yarn, and the old
man gave us another. We were flot obliged to
believe any, and most of them were entertain-
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