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being zonîposed of animal tissue, tliey w'oulcl serve 1-l enlOugh
to obliterate the artery, and be speeclily reinov'ec by the absorb-
ents, thus avoiding the difflculty, arising f romi a forcigni body
liow'ever minute. Tiiese ligatures Nvere used iii this country to a
great extenit, and Sir Astley Cooper demionstrated thieir superior-
use( inhs ownv operations. i quote as follows: <' Dr. I-Lirtslhori

Usdstrips of parchmient for his ligatures. M\,y friend, Dr. IH.
G. jaiiieson, Professor of Surgery iii Washington MIvedical Col-
logye, B~altimor-e lias for- a series of veurs beeii eiiupllizig the
ai n,il ligature in ain extensive surgical practice. H-e lias used
it iii rany amputations of th(. limibs, and of the ianiiS; lie lins
tied the carotid, the iliac, the femoral, the radial, the posterior
tibial, the spcrmatic, anci other arteries, wvith the buclcskin fig.a-
ture, and in ¶1o instance had sccondary hiemorrhagre; and lie states
thuat lie has îiever seen anlytlîing of his ligatures, and, of course,
his woLInds have greierally hcaled býy first intention. Dr. jaiîîie-
son gives Dr. Pliysick the honor of hiavinge first introduced the
aninmal ligature, but hie contends that tlic practice of rubbing or
drawing, to harden tlîe leather, is lîighly repreliensible. H-e aid-
vises to tic the arterv wvith a buckskin ligature vers' soft and
littie broader than the tliicknless of the skzin, tak-ingr care not to
tLic it too tig:>litly. I-e states, as tlîe resuit of his observationls anrl
experinîeiits upon slîeep, dogs, andi other aiiniais, that a ca-psuile
m7ill surrouind the ligature if thc capillarv vessels be flot much
dtisturbeci, or thc vessel wvill be surrounlei by an abunclance of
lynmph anci tic liga.,.ture dissolved."

The methoci of Aetius and Celsus, revivcd by Abernethy, of
applying two ligatures andi dividing the arteries between thcm,
Dr. Jamieson condemncd as unneccssary. Since by a single fiat
buclcskcii ligature the artery may be obliteratcd without destroy-
ing its continuity. Hence lic opposeci ail indissoluble ligatures
of wvhatcver material; hie declarcd it flot only to be unnecessary,
but higYhly hazardous, to eut thîe inner coats of the vessel, as
recommendeci by Jones and others and agrees witlî Scarper a-, re-
gyards fiat ligatures, but, by thc use Of thc buclcskin, he lias no
need, like hini, to remove lis ligature on the fourtlî day. For à
very able and intercsting- accouîît of his views, -%vhicli are even
10wT of lîigh practical importance, I refer to thec tliirty-seveiîth
number of thc Medi-ca1 Recor-de>. publislîed at Plîiladclphia in
18:27, and froni wlîich I quote thîe following cxtracts:

UWTO believe that the animal ligature will secure the patient
from ail these dangers except one, to wvit, the awlcwrardness of
the surgecon; and even in this respect the aninmal ligature is pre-


