
DOM\,INIONi, MEDICAI IN-MONTHLY 5

THE ADMINISTRATION 0F HYOSCINE HYDRO-
BROMAITE BEFQRE ETHER ANESTHESIA.*

Bv E. A. RoxiER',rýoN,ý M.O., i0'uA.

Speakinlg at a nî'reetiing of the Society of An-,iestlietists of
London, the celebrated sui-geon, Edmlunld Ow\enl, said tlîat i f lie
should. be so unfortunate as to mieet with an acci(I eflt anid reqtlire
an. anesthetic, là 'uc s frcirfri beause lie consid-
crc1 ethex' " bcastly stuif. "

Nono (lou1)t, niany of you are of the sanie opinionl, anîd
thouigh ether is doubtlcss a safer anesth'ctic thanl chilor-oformi, yet
on accouint of its etisagrecable silicil and the uniipleaýsait syfliptumis
cluring- and aftcr its adiniistration, manyr pe5o1is objeet to talce
it, anîci nîany niiedical mien disike to give it. Witli the Clover
inhaler it is truc the givinig of ether is made more easy, but even.
Witli that excellent contrivance (whiclî I have usccl during the
last five andc a liaif years), thec untowarcl effeets of etiier are but
too often seen.

J3elieving thiat nîost of the dangers wlîiclî arise frot ether
anesthesia and mlost of the lisgi-eeable -effects after it are caused
by the power which etiier lias of increasing tic activity of the
imncous glan-ds ini tlîe air passages, I selected a drug, hiyoscillc
hiycroibroma-.te, wvhiclî lias a coxitrary action, atnd at the samie timie
possesses very miild, if any, toxic properties :and gave it liaif ail
liaur before the administration of th-e anestiietie.

The resuits have been SQ encouraging tlîat I tlîoughit it riglit
to brixîg to your notice wiîat I l)eliev(- to be an. important advance
ini tlire production of anestiiesia. I-yoscine hydrobromiate is the
hycirobromiate of one of the alk-al-oids obtained front the plant
lîyoscyanius nigcr. It lias the saine cliemical. formula aS atro-
pine, but differs froni it in molecular structure an-d wiclely in its
pliysiological. actioni.

In mani it ca uses, accordiig to Wiool: (i) Dryness of the
rnoutlî; (2) flushing of the face; (3~) clrowsiness cleepenling into
slcep?; (4u) diminishiec frequency of respiration; ()dimnin-
ished frequency of pulse ; (6) as a rule dilatation of t'hc pupil.
It hias littie power over the secretion of sweat. lit lias a very
feeble effeet on the circulation, if any.

lit is a powerful clepressor, miotor, but lias îîo action on sen-

*Read at Thirty-fifth Annual Meeting, of Canadian Medical Association,
Montreal, Septemnber, 1902.
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