THE- CHRISTIAN MIRROR.

o

p Y

house of younz brother Robinson, with whom we
were to lodge, and where we found ourselves as-
s)ented with the brethren Fowler, Clarke, Alex-
ander, and Wilsen—all old friends whom I had
kn.wn in other days, and wiom I was greatly
rejoiced to take by the hand here in this far-off
country.  And now, as Chnference beyins tomor-
row, | must give my patient readers adien till
after the session is over.
. James O. ANDREW,
Montgomery, Texas, December, 1843,

From the Richmond Clwistian Advoeate.

ANIMAL EXCITEMENT, AND MENTAL
DELUSION.

Mr. Editor,—On reading the book entitled
¢:'The Young Christian,”® hy Rev. Jacob Abbot,
a pious man, bat not 2 Methodist, I was struck
with the candour and correctness of his remarks
on the above subjects, and have thought it would
be well for them to find a place in the Advocate,
If your judgment accords with mine in this mat-
ter, you may give insertion in your columns to
the following somewhat abbreviated extract.

¢« The human mind is so constituted, as all
who have studied its nature are fully aware, that
when any strong emation takes possession of it,
it operates immediately upon the body, producing
sumetimes animal excitement, and sometimes dv-
lusion of the senses. No that these delusions and
this very bodily excit -ment prove the greatuess
and the reality of the emotions of heart which
have occasioned them. If a man becomes very
much interested in any scheme, how likely he s
to becomre enthusiastic in it! And this enthusi-
asm the public usually consider as proving, not
disproving, his sincerity. [tindicales the strength
of the interest which he feels. 1t is astonishing
what extravagances people will put up with from
men engaged w the prosecution of favourite plans
considering them as indications of the interest
felt, Brindley,a famous canal engineer, was so
rauch interested in his favourite mode of tran-
sportation, that he used to declare that a canal
was far more valuablz than a navigable river.
He was once asked what he supposed PProvidence
intended by creating rivers ? ke said they were
good for nothing but to feed canals. And this
instance of extravagance, thon:h told asain and
again, hos, on all bands, been considered as pro-
vigg nothing but the greatness of the interest he
felt in his favourite pursuit. Nohody ever thought
the worse of Biindley for it, or distrusted his
judgment on any point in the science of engineer-
inz.  So Ch:istians of uncultivated minds wiil
be sometimes extravagant in their opinions, orin
their conduct, and only show by it the strength
of the interest they feel.

A mau who is inventing a machine, will be-
come so excited that he cannot sleep. He will,
perhaps, in his efforts to obtain repose, fall into

- an uncertain state, between sleeping and waking,
in which, half in reverie and half in dream, fan-
¢y will present him with splendid images of suc-
cess.  He will hear a voice, orsee a fizure. or
will be assured by some extraordinary mode that
he shall overcome all difficulties. I the morn-
ing, light and the full possession of his faculties
return, and if he is 2 man of intelligence, he can
analyze the-operations of the mind and separate
the false from the true. If he is an unenlighten-
ed man, however, and should tell his story, how
narrow should be the philosophy which should
say to him, ¢ Sir, it is all delusion. Your mind
is evidently turned.” You had betler give uvp
your invention and return to other parsuits,” It
woild be a great deal more wise to neglect alto-
gether the story of supernatural voices and ap.
pearances, and judge of the value of his proposed
mvention after an impartial examination of the
plan itself and the evidences of success or failure.
So when you hear of any extravagance or delu-
sion among Christians, remember how immense
the change the beginning of the Christian’s
course is. The man has been all his life en-
gaged in sintul pursuits and pleasures—perhaps
addicted o open vice. All at once his eyes are
cpened—he g-es his guilt and his imminent dan-
ger. He is and he must be strongly excited.
If he feels any sense of his condition he cannot
sleep. Canany arrested malefactor sleep quiet-
ly the fist night in his cell? He must be
strongly excited, and this excit:ment may pro-
duce something like temporaty delusion. ~He

may do and say many things in which the caln
spectators cannat sfmpathize. But it is, most
certainly, very unphilesophical to fasten on
these, and say it is all delusion and wildness.

| The real question to be considered is this: Is

a bad character really changed for a good one ?
If s0, it is a great change, invaluable inits natare
and results ; and productive of inconceivable good
to the individual himself and to all connectzd
with him. The excess of feeling is momentary
and harmless. ... An abandoned profligate he-
comes a useful and virtusus man. Can you ¢x-
pect such a change without excitement? flow
unphilosophical then is it to fasten upon the slizht
and womentary indications of excitement as evi-
dence that there is nothing real in the case ! And
yet, unphilosophical as itis, many would cry out,
Tt is All fanaticism and delusion.” This is nue
row-mindedness. The intellect which reasons
thus, is in such a state that it does not tak: a
survey of the whole subject presented, so as lo
formi an independent and unbiassed opinion. The
man lastens upon one little blemish which hap-
pens to be turned towards him, and, seeingzno
farther, condemns the whele. There is, however,
a nasrow—mindedness which may operate in ano-
ther way. Many will be sati-fied, from a fow
expressions, that the penitent’s heart is really
changed. Thney think him a Christian just le-
cause he talkslike one. Now itis as narrow-min-
ded to judge from a partial knowleduze of acts in
one way as another. The zreat and decisive ‘aiter
all is— Perseverance in a Joly Life.

A WONDERFUL CLOCK. )

The Rev. Mr. Turnbull, pastor of the Tarvard-
street Church, Boston, wrote a lelter, durinz bis
recent tour in Burope, to the memhers of the Suh-
bath School connected with his congrezation, in
which he gave a very interesting aceouat of a
wonderful work of art. After introducing the
letter, he proceeds as follows :—

Therre is no subject that 1 can think of which
will be so likely (o interest you as the wreat as—
tronomical clock, which I saw the other day in
the cathedral at Sirasburg, This catheidral, by
the way, isone of the finest in Enrope, 1iis
very large, ainl its tower of steeples is ihe highest
inthe worll, ftis twenty-four feet hizher than
the great pyramid in Egypt, one hondred and
fosty feet higher than 81, Pauls in London, and
three or four times higher than the Old Suuth
Choreh in Boston,  The astronomical clock
stands in the inside in one corner of it, and is a
most imposing and beautiful edifice, Five orsix
lundred people visit it every day 2t 12 o’clock,
when it performs some extraardinary feats, which
I shall mention presently, and several millions in
the course of the year. There have been two or
three clocks in the same place, upon the model of
which the present one is formed : but it is almost
a new one, and was constructed by a mechanic
whose name was Schwilzue, in 1838, to whom
a noctmnal fete or festival was givenby his fel-
low-citizens on the occasion of its completion.

To zive you some idea of the size of this clock,
I will compare it with some other things with
which you are familiar, instead of saying that it
i so many feet high, and so many feet wide, &e.
Well then, yon temember the size of the Pust
Oftice in Washington-street. It is as high as that,
ahout as wide, or at least nearly so. Iis top
would reach to the very summit of our meeting-
bouse, am its front wonld go ahout half across the
frout of the meeting-house. On the top of it is »
fizure of the Prophet lsaiah, about as larze as
life ; on its two sides are a couple of stairs to go
upintoit. lts(rontis beautifylly painted, and has
places upon which the hours of the day, the days
of the week, the revolations o&the stargythe mo-
tions of the sun in the eclipti¢, the days of the
inonth, the seasons of the year, the phases of the
sun and moon, and a great many other things, are
indicated. Here, also, in niches prepared for tivem
are moveahle images of the Saviour and bis twelve
Apostles; Death, and Time with his scythe ; the
four ages of human life, and several other forms
which I cannot mention, .

To give you a little further idea .of its magni-
tude, let me say that there are means of going
into the inside of it, and that some ten or fifteen
people, perhaps more, might stand fogether in its
very heart and examine the machme’ty: Ms.
Neale, two other gentlemen and myself, with the
conductor, went inte it and spent about an hour

there. We went first into a lower, then intoa

. -

bigher, aid then again inta a sull higher 2part.
ment oi it, and saw the vadons pists ol the wa-
chinery, convisting 1 shoutd think of more thets 4
thousatd pirces splendidly pohishedy and =l e-
pendent fur theis harpeenicus action upon the short
tuick, brass pendulon whicn swings io tue cn-
e,

Bt Tmust telt you what this clock does. [t
Mt only printe ont tie hours and the days, times
ani the seasons, the revo'utions of the starg, the
solar and Juner equatinong, the ennjunctions auld
eclips: s of tne heavenly bodi-s, theis positions at
any given time, and the various changes hioieh
which they pass for thousants of yems. It points
out wpuarent e, neun, or seal time, and eccle-
stasiical time,  Units face you sew tue motion of
the stats, of the sun and planets, of the wasn and
her satelliles, Two little cherubs, who sit, the
ane on the ane side, the other on the other, stiike
the quarters of the hour ; Death strikes the hous
witls a mace, while four figures pess 2ud repads
b fore him, representing the various stages of hu-
man life. At {2 o’clock every day, when Death
strikes twelve, the Apostles, who are represented
each with the badges of his maityrdom, come out
1o the clock and pass before an imaze of the
Savicar, bowing as they piss, amd receiving his
bensdiction, which he gives with a movement of
the hand.  Whea the Apostle Peter makes his
appearance, a gilded cock, which is perched one
oae side of-the clock, flaps his wings, raises bis
head, and erows so0 long and 10 Iond as make the
whole catledral 1ing axa-n, Tuis he rep-ated
three times, in memorial of the cock that crowed
three tines hefore the fall of Peter, during the
cruciiixion of oue Saviour, Of course the cock
makes wo further noise or motion Uil the next day
at 12 o’clock, when he repeats the same loud and
startling crow, flapping bis wings, and raising his
liead.

Now, [ dare say, you will all exclaim, What a
wondeiful clock !—and what a wonderful man he
must have been who made 1t! Yes, my young
friends, but how much more wonderful the me~
chanism of the univeis-, and the God who made
it! Tlow wondetful that fleing who made you
and me, and all mankind, and keeps the whole
universe 20ing, and every heart beating (rom day
to day, and from year to year! ¢Lo! these are
but a part of his ways ; hnt the thunder of hia pow-
er, whio can andetstand 77

But, suppnse some boy should say, Tnat’s all
nonsense. Nobody made the clock—it made it—
self—it came by chance, and has kept zoing ever
since without any he!p {rom without. Why, you
would say that hoy was crazy, would you not?
Wiiat, then, shall we think of thoze who tell us
that there is no God ?—that the earth, sun, moon
and stars, men awd women, trees and flowers,
birds and beastf, came by chauce, and that they
keep livinz, and moving, and growing, without
help from without 7 It scems to me that we
must think of these just what the Bible says,
¢ ‘I'he ool hath said in his heart, there is no God.®

My dear youug friend, endeavour to secure
the favour of that great and wondetful Being who
is above all, through all, and in all.

RUSSIAN WORSHIP.

The Russian worship somewhat resembles that
of Popery ; for itis fitled with a multitude of su-
perstitious practices. The natives make, during
the performance of mass, numberless genuflexions
and signs of the cross, No people seek more the
blessing-of the priest than the Russians. They
call upon the priests to bless the honse they
build, the ground they till, their flocks, their
harvests, all they do, all they attempt. On the
6th of August of every year, the churches are
filled with apples and pears which the priests
bless. Till then no true believer would dare to
eat these fruits. But as soon as the ceremony is
ended, all pounce upon the baskets consecrated
by the priests. On the 6th of January, the rivers
and streams are blessed. The priest approaches.
with mach pomp {o the bank, cuts out 2 hole in
the ice, and plunges the cross three times into it,
reciting some prayers. lumediately the women
run with their pilchers to draw this consecrated
water ; the men drink large draughts. The strug-
gle for tumblers, bottles, &c., lasts for several
hours. A fountain of wine, flowing in one of our
public squares, on 2 national festival, would not
excile more eagerness. Poor people, how much

they need to have the Bible in their hands, to be
freed from such gross superstitions !



