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-1 might this day have bcen motlwr toa lmppy'

“matter, why be - 80, much dutrcbscd?

L‘_.I L.-. I_;"Y M E’R E |

OI—IAPTER \VII —C’ontmucd

“ Glnss of’ water only, Umnk you
stay now ;" prefer 1o walk.
Agnes’ dcnr talce: my arm’ for support

way u.nd convcrsu more, prwatel ¥y
Mrs.. Burly, Jivds,

now n.young man in Americn somew h(,ro in
Canadn or in-the. Unired- Stotes.
direct to extensive properties, with noble and
ancient rn.nk ‘and hitherto unknown to be in
(,ustmce, certain formidable, unscropulous

enemies of his fortune, or ll&,, stand between

him aud the inheritance.”.

# You astound me in gladness, Mary. What
more? What more, dear lady 79

« The nged Lord Royalfort pmys night and

dny that the boy, lvgmmate successor to the '

Earldom, muay be found, and that soon; be
found, and thoe legnl- htlo ‘ay heir csmbhahc.d
before he dies. - And ‘now; Mrs. Burly, since

I know you and require: kind agsistance lere, |

let me, ‘at risk of tirekome repetition, prLsent
to your good nature the position I'm in.”*

t Dear lady, every aid possible, I aud Bella
and sll the Bur]ys \willgl ve.. Say what [, \vhnt.
they ean dot - -

# Thank you. . Hrwmg been the gmleless,

unsuspecting fiction used by Eccloy opponents.
of Sir D¢ ‘Lincy and Edith’s union it the time
of the private marringe, my name urged on.

Lord Royalfort’s ear as engaged’ by priority of
time to De’ Lacy, liis Lordship's nephew . and
heir-at-law, the duxr generous, but too credu-
lous Enarl opposc.d hls m,phc\\’s nllmncu with
Edith.”

“ ¢t But, " Mary, you bcmg mnoccnt in the
You
weep, dear lndy’; why weep for w 0e8 you did
not oceasion 17 :

« Had Edith not: been De. Lacy's love, pos-
sibly T might. - And" had he oﬂ"crad—possxbly
I might have ncceptcd ' And, also’ ‘possibly,

““heir of Lillymere, one knowing no misfortunes.

vowed to redress ’that child's fortunes.

Bat-standing in t.hm position: of awful respon-:-
sibility now, thou;,hmnoccntly incurred then,

1, ever their friend, ¢ver their wourner, have
If
misadventures so deplorable can be retrieved,
1 devote the remainder of my poor life, my
considerable fortune, soul itself—even thut
for on my- sx;l\';\tlorx I am under a vow: to
look. for, search, explore, plead for in what-
ever captivity found, plead for, liberate and
restore to lns nghth that crm.ll)r wronged
boy."

i And’ the boy’s mother, Lady L:llvmerc.
died of a broken heart, you said ?"

“ Of a broken heart, or worse. In mndncss
of grief she fell & suicide I :

“What proof of that, my lady?"

¢ Ah{ Mrs. Burly, yon forgct,.
friend ¥

4 Rut alone, Ln(ly Mary ; indulge me in this
private walk to puy the honour due to social
rauk, and-to yet higher dignity, the nobility

‘of a brneﬁccut woman, in good works illus-

" ’crction

. kind.

- agents—tho Schoolars,

trious

¢ I thank: you but fu\r your kindly -indis-
Mrs, Burly Habit and a generous
temper lmvo given.you n tendency to Le too

courtesies due to rank'; but oblige now, and

for a long while to come, by calling me frlend
and Mary .’

Royalfort-and’ E"clcy families believe ;
being instructed in uvor)thmg by, tho Taw
that  the. poor thing
frantically leapt mto “the: Menm t.ldo ‘near

"' Bangor,- and pcrmhcd e

-« Parighed 7. No, dear ]‘ndy, tho evcnt wns
cr.l-unltous ‘but it was not -suicide, nor yet

*perila, poot little: lamb, whichion the bank of

- the:Menai - i struyt.d nml fallen down:to n’
v ledge 6f fock: from whenco it could notwburn,:f.
’and where . Bdith) in*her wanderings, heard it

Copitifully’ blcatmg she fell' over thue precipice, -

' -'_-plungmg in‘the d(.ep, rapid tide of Menai; the

“lamab in-hor. arins,

nbout E_cht.)s boy..

Wel(.h angelic’ cronture wlio,'in

! in/glndnc
~little* ago,’ nmured “yowin: g]nclncss

;of:Man, Attended by two faithfal colley dogs,
'Srmon and: Janet, with a'lamb in ar

Jlambg sho. carried.! Every flock prospered in
which ‘one or more of the' Mystie sheep found

Being hur‘

say Mary,

‘hush ! He is coming 1"

At a proper tlmo I might ‘expect the

You asked about. proofs of Lndyn
Lillymere's death ;. I only know what the
they.

: Fishérmen-in their: bon.ts o
.. resoned both lady and lamb, and carried them -
- to the' wnrm"-]musu and- heart of Mibs Verbena

“both are yet'--
er * having no.intelligible sense.

wander” prévented; long stay-in on
er ﬂock grcw xt

' Vules, Dnglnnd Sco’.lnnd Trclnnv‘ 3

] a
alishcep. followmg ag. children; she ‘hergel

. But 'soon 'the wan-

"I'hrough ‘the
—hardly . any

mysterious :8ecrecy ;. of. orig

knowing from whence shé came, her piety and -

tenderncas: attached, by reputation; to ‘the

n home,—thnt is the name they are known by.
None wer: sold to be slain, but werc ‘always
in de nand as private gifts, ; They are sought
for at prices almost fabulous to go to all parts
—America itself, to purify by talismanic. in-
fluences other ﬁocks . This id effected . with
much privacy; farmers or. flockmasters not

’ caring to be thought weak minded and supers

stitious.” 'We rear tho Mystic sheep i in large
number for export, at Millington.”

4 5top, stop, \Irs Burly ; of the sheep here--

t\fu: First of Ldlth—Lndy Lillymere, where
is she 7"

¢ If you have not pcrsonally met her, , Mary,
NEwspapers may have come under not.n.e tel-

'ling of the unknown woman, the wu.nd(.rmg
-shephcerdess 7

¢ 1 have not seen this person, but may have
rénd, think now I did read of a poor demented
w nndormg creature called a shcphudcss .
- The wandering shepherdess is no _other
than the bereaved, cruclly -wronged Lady
Lillymere.”
_tWhat proof have you, Bella El]aby—h[rs
Burly, T mean, that the shepherdess is Lndy
Lxllymere (4

# T knew her personally as Edlth Oglcburn
kpew her ns Lady Lillymere ; saw her mnrrleci
at Springfield, parish of Gretnn., and know
her as the wandering shcpherdcss saw he.r
but two hours ago.”

¢ Two hours agol Where 7

« In a pasture field at Millington.
or on the Gréen near the Joseph: Paisley Hos-
telry, where she was married, she: may be
seen most. days. Sxmng or wnlkmg with the

-crook in hand, a lamb in arms, attended by 'a
“small flock ; of- which gre)fm.ed Andrew is

S \Vounn your lnd) ship choose to meet and

putrmrchnl father now almost blind and very
lame, _poor old h‘u.ep Aged Menai, quite
bllnd is the mother—the sameewe lmnb Edith
rcscm.d and fell over the cliffs with in Wales.

With that little flock, she leading the lame,

_aged and blind by ribbons . attached to hc.r
.crook or garments, and the colleys, Simon
-aed Janet, fmt,hfully defending all, the shep-

herdess, often gazing to the monnmxns, or the
sky, aw ults the commg of she knows not
whom

« But expects tho coming of some one, does
she 77

“Yes, Mary. Sho looks to the West at
sunset inquiring in tones. of whispering fer-
vour, *Will he come to-morrow ? In the
morning the lonec.creature is waiting for day-
brenk ; and as the sun rises, she, with onc
arm holdmg the crook, in. the other arm a
lamb, gazes on the enstern horizon, speaking
in whnpers of tremulous emotion —‘Hushl
" Then sings in wildly
carolling, joyous song—her voice ravishing in
sweetness and power, such disconnected words
often repeated, with variuntions in music, also
repeated, like song of lark -or .thrush; the
words mere fragments; as :~f From the \Vut
from the West, the sun is retarned, to tell me
he saw my dnrlmg He warmed m) babe and

gave light to his eyes, my boy, my joy, my

darling.' »
" ¢ 1In the day, she makes or repairs her owr,

or otherdresses. Alwuys working with nccdll. .

ani mostly singing.  Sheé addresses, talks and
sings:to old Andrew, the pntrmrchnl sheep,

. who blents in roturn ; i or to blind Menai, the:
“ mother ewe,

‘flowers, umkmg garlnnds for children, and.the’
 Inmbs.
" death, . In.cager adventure to vescuc from.

“who also-bleats.: Or.she gnthers

_ At even she sings” fmgmcnts, such

a8 1=t Oh to go*West, to go West with the

suul And the morrow morning come home,

Do warm the grave whero atigelsare watching
To: awaken’ hun .
my

awaiting the time: I comar
to life, take hlm on’ my. bosom my. son,
babe,. my lamb. " 'My babe, my boy, my lz&.

-my. JOVl “And’ sml on.the sunbeam home.'
.ft Such are fmgments of hex t«ongs but thuy .
vary m.nrly every. day.

Do people gnther nround nnd hsten? Or

do bad childron; or fools molest: her ™
aul,iful -_gn.rd(-m bcsnde Tel-‘ s
8 ' ; ,,chlldren where shei
8- :who to"be* Kindest nnd shares )u_r ‘embrices.
“As:-to fools, ‘they coaso to:be’ foohah inher!
Even a: r«.probnto ‘coming in:sight-
“-rof ‘tha shophudess ig" silent and” respcct,ful
- 'On-loneliest ronds: at.night, if belated, no.tra- .
~veller~insulis; or disturbs; hor. .

# Nono, molest’ her; oh, deat no. . No bnd

s.allare good all stuvmg

prosenée.”,

“The words of,
hor ou tgushmg melodies are now little hoeded,

by his" gate ‘on_the watch, frowning at Mr
reascd  in scarlet clonk and ‘grey or white:

o gkirts, steaw or felt ‘hat, th.h shccp crook.on"
' ‘-shoulder, travelled: the ‘country, ‘mostly. in
‘lancs, over moors, and’by lonely roads. .
7 the -sheep left: th.h farmers -to- be pnstured'
S ~“were paid for.as ‘lodgers, “.
No not.;"
- Comg th,h us,’
Mre,
Burly, you nnd I, with Agnes will go & little
“Phe babe, -
“Yes, the Lillymero bube;
Edith's. inﬁmt son; so: 1 Iately learned, and REE

Burly, lest a customer: (.scnped him.”
_'went to arow of houses half.a-mil¢ farther,
1 facing “to the Green.
. First

~a ghinea.

' . L1 No
by aceident into the fire,’ burning the. Lilly=.
Then threw

call

There,

~of a higher love.

. ‘returm.d to London,

‘But'if h‘or lo.stn

Conduct mc, "please,
Edith and’ D¢ Lacy were
They ‘at."once wunt on'that:;

ce urney, gomg
past a &mall groy stone-building’: with: belfry,
the Parigh Church of Gretoa, and a road lead-
ing to. Net]oy’s ‘Hymeneal: Hlllr t.hat person-

g¢ in broad brim and: black gnrment standing

They

That was Sprmgﬁeld
An aged woman, nearly: deaf; turned out-box=

fuls, bagfuls of 1oose papers—-—l.hc documentury

“ records of Beventy. years of Gretna: marriages.
dermg shepherdess came to :bo:looked to'as

--But on-learning: which papcr wa.s reqmred,. ;
“almost, & spiritual visitant. : 3

‘i'told that it was dcstroycd

e Two strangt_rs came years ;{nd ycars a.go ;
ono - was ‘a tall, “whiskered man;

fused to gell at any price, but offered & copy for
They dul nob want a vopy but the
thing itself.»

“Did they get xt?" La.dy Mary nnxlously
demanded.

They preteuded to overturn thc table,

mere document and mn.ny more,
down ten guineas as compensation, saying :—

. *1f that paper be inquired for, you can make

oatl: in any court of law thut, if such a thing
ever  existed—which, so far as you know, it
never did—it may ha\r(, been consumed by an
accidental fire in your own house.’

¢ After this,” Lady Mary remarked, ¢ we
necd search no more. I feared that we should
learn that documentary evidence of the Lilly-
mere babe’s legitimacy had been destroyed.
And it was done, as I expected, by the gipsey,

Oliver Eccley alza.s Irlum and Adnm Schoo-

lar.”
. % What will you do nett Ln.dy Mary 2

“Go to America and find the boy. And
you, dear Miss Agnes Schoolar, will now re-
turn to London, and conform to your father's
immoveable demand that you marry Adam.
It seems n comfortable family arrangement for
concerned. Do, ‘sweet Agnes', return
home.”

t Never, never, to marry Adam. 1 cannot,

cannot, a.nd uever shall Dbe bride to Adnm'
, Schoo]ar
- Let-me be your companion. to Arner;cn

'Let me continue with you, Mary.

Lud) Mary, let me go thh you !” v

CHAPTER YVIII

- ARRIVAL OLP OF' A HUNDRED MA!DE\S

converse with the shepherdess 77
¢t Not yet; T 'fear the experiment -might be

- painful to both to -her more than painful.

When T have recovcred her lost son, restoring
him to his place in society as Earl Royalfort’s

‘successor, T may with more satisfaction meet
-the shcphcrduq_Ldlth—Ln.dy Lillymere.

The drear void in Edith’s bemg remains un-
filled. As a supposed cont: buto.y to the
causes of the deep drend vacancy-—most un-
justly supposed, she once associnted me, and
still- may. .1 prefer not meeting Edith yet.
But, good Mrs. Burly, please inform the shep-
herdess of my true- relation. to her, of my
friendship and fidelity in all times p&st "

**Sure am. I, Mary, of the friendship and
fidelity youn bore her. »

# Yes, Bella Ellaby—>Mrs. Burly I should
say ; e'venk‘\vhen De Lacy Lillymere gave the. -
love to.hcr which I once thought might have
been mine, I’ repined not, but had a light at
my heart testlfymg to pleusure felt at her ex-
pected hn.ppmcss N

o \Inr)v
of your nature 1"

¢ Bella Ellaby, I .struggled wnth nature.
The natural woman in me perceived a happi-
ness going. to Edith, not coming to me. By
conquest over. the nnturnl woman I felt a
vicarious satisfaction for her, though an empti-
ness, & want of something to- fill emptiness

‘\nt.lnn myself. The love of man.I'could look
.for no more.
accepted by me. I sought and found the light
The height to which it has
“reached, the'ineffable content it has procured
.me has’ "been real,

The love of man .conld never be

Real; yet not uniformly
continuous, Tt has’ dun'uhhed to. my hor-
ror has scemed to go out on occnsmn: But L
know now how to- rokmdlo the glow did not.
always. know."”

to-me is very ﬂnttcrmg ‘I quite comprehend

conﬂdm\to in this matter,
’l‘hey
parted.

Lady Mnry Mon.uner and Arznes Schooln.r

tho elder: Sehioolar about Aghes, Lady Mary

_spccn]ntwe bauking firm “lately collupsed.

Admn ]ed hn ﬁrm to that dm'k pxt, but. lmd

‘she had” treated ™ Inrn _d1 dmnfull

':_found regard - for Lady Mary's high cha.racter
. and station, entreated that her. mﬂuenc ‘might
“till " 3

“they se-" T
- lected the Llllym ere paper, and oﬁ'ercd mouney::

lprolonged .Absence’ noroad though.nothmg
{ first, one, two, and up.to ten guincas: ‘

‘We re-:
-travel,” Lady ‘Mary journeyed to her’favourite
g count.ry residence, Esterveld ""Northampton-'
" shire; ‘Agnes with her. ' ‘

tocracy is not Lady Mary, sister ‘of -the. Duke.
.of Portland and of thelate Lord Creorge ‘Ben-"

tinek, M.P, - Lady Mary, Bentmck adminis-

Do,

. London morning- papers.-
"s0 lovely that- one not accustomed - to it felt

.two of tht. witcheries prcﬂunh .
; n.ccustomcd ‘to. the ‘blue: parlonr on:this oc-' .
4t Your condcscensmn \rnry, in: t,onﬁdmg-
‘per<ounl experiences nud long silent thoughts
“Mary by invitation..
why.I, in station of life so. distant, am made -
~In proper time the
. shcph(.rdoss will receive the e\plalmtlom your,
_"_.]udyslnp may plo..nso to conﬁde to me, Jr

In a brief interview with
ot speechi of Lady Mortimer..
wasinformed to somo cttont but not to tha
“full“imminent urgenecy, -
,filnance - which made the' marringo. of Agnes . s
and Adam:;'a nccessxt,y
“becamo. involyed with . Hook Crook & Co.,:

‘of nrrangoments in -

The'.S¢hoolars ‘had .-

or the' bcnutlful yonn i thmg pers

gnr A brﬂ.t, young Lud ;" or,’as h
obm.s Oman. - _h

be ettended ‘to ‘give nsuch'c
would indace his daughter to becom
‘ nnd save both: the firm and. fan

rospect. of

was hinted of the direction: and objec

" Esteemed forester. of - ' Sherwood frlend of
Robin Hood, no. This dnughter of hlgh aris-

tratress of a beneficence worthy of a sister of |

_charity and lady of fortune combined, pursues . -
her manifold works of goodness over the Sher-: ..

wood Forest area of Nottinghamshire. .I write
not, of her, but. of the Lady Mary Mortimer,

aunt of Conrad Mortimer, the.young. Duke of s

Sheerness. The ternt.ory of this Lady. Mary's .
works of utility begins about forty miles from
the manufacturing town of Haberlacey, at
Esterveld, Northamptonshire. - Like the other:
Lady Mnr_w,, she may be taken as a: type of
inany highborn daughters of England.

“The utilitarian operations ‘of Mary Morti-
mer, in addition to church and school organi-
zatlons amid a dense population of rural lace

) workcrs Thosiers, and straw-p]mters, often the

sport of vxc:ssxtude in markets or inventions
were of a nature unknown in newer countries.
It was an employment of résources and leisure
demanding ‘mental energy. It conferred:in

" small matters a large aggregate of benefits on ‘
returaing. to the fair . .

thousands of families; i
mmlster a richuess of thought. akin to feligity.

- It was an . excercisé of the higher natrre of s

woman in fields peculiar to English 1adies: of
rank and fortune.

enjoyed on 'a width of scale, and with a quiet

* assiduity, unsuspected by the miajor portion of

the w or]d who only see or hear of British aris-

. tocracy in the London season, or read of t.hem .1 o

in gazettes of fashion. .
Esterveld! Arise, oh memoryl Brmg uo‘am -

‘that May time amid the elms of Estorveld SR

when day and night I lay anhantcd in falry'
dreams. o

The thrush, blackbird, old onsel blrd of
England, linnets and ﬁnches, on every hedge-
row, bush and tree, smgmg of their love to
mates in the nest, ‘and singing to me as the
sun went down at even.

In a chamber of the vnllam. hostclry em- -
bowered in flowers, and pure asif decked for a
bride, I laid me in contentment down to sleep.

"But.lo! Melodious'mysteries of night! Love-

lorn - nightingales singing ‘all ‘the hours
through And the dreamerswimming orflying.
in land of the fairies. -

- Atlight of day, the lark, lmnet, ﬁnch mavis,
and -ousel, Larks in the sky-down b\' t.he
meadow ; larks out by the fields ‘where wheat
was grecn In the eye of the sun, 1arl\s every- :
where.”

Similar to that time was the May morning |
at Esterveld following the urrlval of the h\dle

_ from Liondon.
the gracious, swect unse]ﬁshness

Amid gardens in blossom and birds. in
song ; plouvh boy's whlstlmg at the plough ;
milkmaids singing in the dmrles, rool\s

Jeawing in’ the tall elms, gardeners whetting - -

seythes on the lawn,—amid these, ‘on tlmt

morning of prepnmtlou for a'long, lomz jour- -

ney—how long human forecast discerned not,
Ladv Mary
early prnyer ina sumll <aucb1mry on v:,rgc of;
the park.- . .

. Next the) hnd an hour of versc, wtal to’ ‘
Agnes, in' the gardens: and:-conservatories.
Then brenkfnst in-the. blue, parloir, and the = .
A -breakfast-room

rapture, as if dwelling ina ptﬂuce of wltdn.ry g

casion’ wns. Roy. Reuben;.a

‘ lltemry 0 polmco-v B
-economist from’ London, o

visit to Lady

The:morning: papers cinne in mcely mooth-_ o
cd . Agnes. t.mnm«r very. soou to the romantic’ . :
second column ;' scanning” Cl\b(\ll\tlc adver- ;-

- tisements; lookmg for such’ as might refer. to

fugitive dum,htt,rs ‘prirted from . parents who-
lmd ‘not consulted natural instingts. - AR
- Thepolitico-economist watched; for thought; "
T t.was noslight
‘honour tor. Roy hulbt.n to’ be ummoued_there

delwared on the prevxous dny in®th

A vocation pursued-and: .

Aortimer and -Agnes: walked to e

’l‘hc ‘one ot !



