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THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF CANADA.

This literary and scientifie association which
was established last year has been duly iucor-
porat: d during the present session of Parlia-
ment. The pleasant and honorable task of
preseuting the measure to the louse was en-
trusted to Mr. Joseph Tassé, M. P'. for Ottawa
City. We have before us the speech of this
gentleman and the perusal thereof bas afforded
us much gratification, as we found it worthy
hoth of the society represented and of the liter-
ary reputation of Mr. Tassé himself. Outside
of his personal merits, the reason the member
ior 11ttawa was chosen to stand sponcor for the
Society was that, curiously enough, heis the
only F.R.Z.C, in Parliament, His proposition
was seconded by Mr. Ross, member for Middie-
eex, in a graceful and scholarly speech, for
which he deserves the thanks of the Society-
The act of incorporation was well received by
the Honse, and there was a further testimouy of
favorin the fuct that five thon.and dollars were
1lated in the estimates for the benefit of the
Association.

The result is that the Loyl Society of Canada
has now an official, and consequentiy a respon-
sibleexistence. . Everything preliminary having
been done for it by the enlightened ivitiation of
the Governor-General and the liberality of Par-
liament, it remains for the Society itself to
assure its own maintenance and take such
efficient steps as will place its prosperity beyund
a peradventure. ‘

The need of such an institution in a young
cvuntry like ours was long recognized, but there
was a difference of opinion in regard to the
details of its constitution. It was felt by many
that the section of English literature, for
instance, should not be included therein. This
was the view of the present writer, who has
himself the homor of being a Fellow of the
Socicty, and Lie gave public expression to it at
the time. The contrary opinion prevailed, how-
ever, and he, for ‘one, is quite willing to give
the attempt a full and fair trial. {t was likewise
theaght that the French section of literature
shonld be furmed into s separate Academy,
bared in its composition on its celebrated Freuch
pretotype. In spite of this, it may be as well
that ¥French letters should be incorporated in the
general body, so that the whole literary element
ot Canada should be grouped into a whole and
thus form a representative body. With regard
to the scientific sections there could be nodebate,
as they assimilated the Association to the Royal
Society of (ireat Britain, which is exclusively
scis ntific.

The sceond annual meeting of the Society will
be held at Ottawa, in the chamber of the House
of Commons, on thé 22nd of next May, when it
is expected that all the details of the Counstitu-
tion will be definitely settled. The efficient
Secretary, Mr. John G, Bourinot, has seat cir-
culars to all the learned bodies of the Dominion,
most of which have kindly responded by clect-
ing one or more of their members to represent
them at the session. This is a very judicious
movement which, it is hoped, will result in sub-
stantial good. Turthermore, the Perpstual
Secretary of the Academie Fraucaise has written
a gracious letter to Hon. Mr. Chauvean, Vice-
President, and mouth-piece of the French sec-
tion, recognizing the Society and wishing it the
largest measure of prosperity, Perhaps, next
year, we may have one or more of the distin-
guished Ferty attending the sitting at Ottuwa.

In advance of the meeting, it is impossible to
tell what form the deliberative and exeentive
transactions of the Society will take, but it is
safe to assume that measures will be adopted to
have some kind of archives opened and pre-
served, and for this the appropriation of the
Government will be found useful. A number of
papers vn literary and svientific subjocts are be-
ing prepared by members, and as these will be
carefully elaborated, it is expected that the best
of them will be consigned to the Secretary for
publication in durable form. Naturally these
papers will not be dissertations on general topics,
but essays of distinetly Canadian interest, brief
and to the point. Thus will they represent the
actual current of ('anadian thought during the
year.

We confess we look forward with much curi-
osity to the deliberations of the pext annual
meeting. Upon them will depend the ultimate
success of the Society, both in the eyes of the
members themselves, and of the intelligent
psople of the country at large. We need hardly
add that we sincerely wish all may turn out for
the best.

THE WEEK.

It is satisfactory to learn from the despatches
that, after all, Canada will make a creditable
showing at the approaching Fisheries Exhi-
bition in T.ondon.
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Tugr Shearer scheme has been thrown out of .

Committee. No other result could have been

Harbor and Government Fngincers, and the
protests of our principal shipping bodies.
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De. Dawsox, Principal ot the Mctsill College,

" ial channel,

Las obtained a year's leave of absence which he !

will spend in Enrope and Egypt.
repose was ever more richly won. May the
learned professor find the boon of entire resu-
peration iu his long vavage.
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Titg Urange Incorporation Bill bids fair to
give Sir Joha Macdonald a deal of trouble. No
farther shirking will be allowed, if we are to
Jjudge from resolutions passed at a mass meeting

No term of

Tuk first stage in the Phouix Park m\mlur!
trial has been reached. Joseph Brady has been
tfound guilty and sentenced to be hanged. None
will rejoice more at this manifestation of justice
than the true-hearted Irishmen who love their
country for its own sake, and feel how soraly its
cause has been injured by this outbreak of
violence and blood.
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For the secoud time, the French-Canadian
volunteer force will have the honor of sending
forth a commander of our Wimbledon team.
Col. Ouimet is the ollicer appointed and the
choice is received with satisfaction on all sides.
On a former occasion it was Col. Blanchet, late
Spouker of the House of Commons, who led our
canadian marksmen.
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k. Brers, of this eity, is hard at work
making final preparations for the voyage of his
double lacrosse teanm which sails from Portland
on May 3nd, in the steamship Sarnia. This
sporting visit to Great Britain will be vne of the
ovents of the coming summer season, and from
what we learn, it will result in doing incaleul-
able good to the vital canse of immiyration.
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Tne polive are naturally reticent about the
regent alleged attempt to blow up Rideau Hall
with dynamite. While we must accept all such
reports with caution, there is such a daugerous
spirit abroad, and the devilish powder can be so
secretly manipulated, that we need not be sur-
prised any morning to learn of soms terrible
catastrophe at points where it is least expected.
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A~ we write, the apprehensions of a general
flood are by no means allayed. The (htawa,
Pike, Chateauguay, Vamasks, Richelieu and
St. Lawrence rivers are overflowing their banks
and there has already been considerable loss of
property.  ‘The appeatances are, however, that
the inundatien will be only partial and that
navigation will be opened earlier than was
expected.

Tur event of the week in Montreal has been
the remarkable performanves of Mr. Staart
That gentleman professes to ex-
pose the tricks of spiritualism, but on what

. . , other grounds can he explain his own wmind
anticipated after the adverse reports of the! g P

reading ! Thought is a spiritnal entity, and
hewever it muy be affected in any single indi.
vidual by physical agencies, it surely cannot be
transmitted to auother mind by a purely mater.

’
EI

Baraxcixa the figures addueed by the two
interested parties, it is now pretty well nuder-
stood that the Mowat Giovernment, if not in an
absolute minority of the popular vote, cannat

- show proof of a positive majority, and this fact,

in Ottawz, on Friday evening, and political ea- ;

tanglements further complicate the situation.
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The three rising men of the Liberzl party in
Ottawa, are Messrs. Datterson, of Brant ; Ioss,
of Middlesex, and Charlton, of Norfolk. They
spoke in the above order during the budget
debate and acquitted themselves well, In any
future Liberal Ministry, they are sure to be
members.
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I¥ Philadelphia, a force of 1,100 men was set
to work, and in the course of a single night, ail
the streets of that large city were thoroughly
cleaned. If half of this enterprise were shown
in Montreal, the cost would not be more, while
the comfort and the advantage to business wonld
be imm easarably increased.
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Accornine to Dr. G. M. Dawson, the great
problem of fuel supply in British Columbia is
effectively solved. Lignite and coal are found

abundantly in the interior of the Pacific Pro-
vince, while the Victoria bituminous coal has
been proved to be very much superior to Ameri-
can coals in steam producing power.
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conpled with the slenderness of its Parlismen.
tary majority, will not tend to strengthen ity
hands. From 2 constitutional point of view,
the result is ‘an anomaly which should engage
the attention of legislators.
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THE Opposition at Uttawa continue to place
themselves squarely on record against the Na.
tional Policy. Hon. Mr. Mackenzie especially,
is unsparing in his hostility. This would not
matter so much, if the fact were not sccompanied
by misgivings of impending commercial trouble
throughout the country. All of us, no matter
what our political opinions may be, should unite
in setting forth the prospects and resources of
the Dominion so as to encourage immigration.

»
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Axoruen orator has revealed himself in Par
liament. By n single speech, Mr. Foster, of
King's County, N.B., has placed himself in the
front rank of public speakers. Not only js he
flaent and well instructed, but he has many of
the highest attributes of rhetorical e¢xcellence,
which remind one of merits that had not been
prominent in the Honse since the palmy days of
Howe aud McGee. Tanfo meglio.. Our legis-
lature will gain upparently by his advent,

-
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© Tug return of the Princess Louise is an eveut

of political significance. Rightly or wrougly,
the impression has gone abroad that Her Royal

Highness did not want to reside az O:tawa,
where she has not set foot, if our memory servas
us, for over two yoars. Her appearance in the
Capital will put an cad to these stories. und her
presence will do much toward gracefully round.
ing off the last months of her nable hushand's
administration. On this, ns well as on personal
grounds, we shal! all cordially welcome her
beack.

.
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Tut immigration returns for 1882 are wen-
derfully encouraging -— no less than 112,438
strangers having setiled in Canada during the
year. There was furthermore a large number of
settlers from the United States, the majority of
whom were Canadians drawa back to their
native laud by the prosperous times. If we cin
keep ou at this rate during the rest of the de-
cade, we shall, with the additional aid of
patural reproductions, have a couple of millions
more to the good, when the next eusus is male

out.
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Mg, Jons Lowe, the able and zealous Secre-
tary of the Department of Agricaltare, Las
never done a more patriotic service than by
proving, with the aid of the official statisti-se
which he has the best meaus of verifying, thut
the Canadian emigration into the United States
is not near so large as has been tepresented (rom
the other side. After his last report, we heje
to hear no more of those ridiculous stories, and
we trust thut noue of eur own politiciaus wili ~»
far stultify themselves ax to use them v the
furtherance of partisan warfare.

-
L]

As will be geen by the memorial publishe i in
another volumn, the Quebee Uabinet is miking
a very heavy call upon the Feleral Governr.ent.
The qu:stion is qnite an open one, but thrre s
underlying it a very serious responsibility » hicn
the latter will net assume if they can possibly
helpit.  All we shall say for the present is that
it is a thousand pities the second great Prevince
of the Pominion should see itsell reducd io
When Quebee leads the

way, the younger Provinces will, of veurse, wast

mauake such a claim,

to fallow.
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Fros a letter addressed tous by Mre 0ohe
James Jones, and published in another cohun
it appears that the retirement of Sir Alexauder
Galt causes much regret throughout Gread
Britiin, We have already expressed our owsn
regret on the subject.  The prospeetive appeint-
inent of Sir Charles Tupper to the vacaunt High
Commissionership continues te excite surphise,
and as the appointment will nat be confirmed
until after the close of the session, we shall hiave
no official explanation of the change until rext
yvear. And yet the event is of satlicient imjer-
tance to warrant a public exposition of the
diteing reasons.
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ADDRESS
FUOM THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMELY OF 1 UHF 12D
VINCE OF QUELBFC T HIX FNXCELLENCY (E¥
HLOVEBENOR-GENERASL OF THE DOMINION F

CANADA, CLAIMING & MODIPICATION, o
THE EFFECT THAT THE SUBSMDY TO Fifis

PROVINCE BE CALCULATED ACCORDING o
FACH PRECEDING CEN8US,

fo His Fxcelleucy the Right flonorable Sir
John Douglas Sntherland Campbell {commoenly
called the Marquis of Lorne}, Knight of the mne
ancient and most noble Urder of the Thistle,
Knight Girand Cross of the most distinguirhed
Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, Gover.
nor.General of Canada and Vice-Admiral of the
same.

MAy 17 rrEast Youn EXerLLENCY,

The loyal subjects of Her Majesty in the
Legislative Assemnbly of the Piovince of Queis -,
assembled, deem it their duty humbly to repr..
sent : .

That, Lefore Canfederation, the Provinees had
‘the right to levy the moneys required for the
public service, by imposing Customs and Excise
duties, and by all other modes or systems of
taxntion ; )

That by the reselutions adopted by the dele-
gates appointed to consider the scheme of unit-
ing the Provinces under one government and
upon whirh the Union Act ir founded, the power
to levy Customs and Excise duties was taken
from the local and conferred upon the General
Government ;

That the 64th resolution, which granted t}e
Provinces an annual subsidy of eighty cente por




