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A OURIOUS CASE 0F KLEPTOMANIA.
liV TIIEAUTIIOR n)F'"A PSYCIIOLOGICAL PRO.

IilEA," lA I5-P"ETC.

Messrs. Maspré & Co.'s famous Magasin de
Joaillerie in the Rue de la Paix is literaliy the
most brilliant emporium of brilliants in Paris.
They have parures there ranging in price from
five thousand to over fllty thouanýd pounds.

It is well known that Messrs. Maspné, who
figure among the Iargest importers of rougli
stones froin In(lia, Brazil, and the Cape, keep
one clear sixth part of the revolving disks in
the great Aisterdami grinding and polishing
m)ilis in constant operation to supply the ne-
quireients of their extensive business, most of
the more important transactions ini high-prieed
jewelrv being effected at least throughi their in-
termediary. ln fact, the establishment in the
Rue de la Paix is tue almost universal resort of
al opulent visitors to Paris who wish to pur.
cbase jeweir *v, froîîî a simple ring or set of studa
up to a complete parure.

Sa it was by n means an extraordinry oc-
currence, but simipiy in the custnmary run of the
house's husiinvss, that on a fine morning in
June, 1875, au elegant sumptuousiy-appointad
chariot, drawn by tour splendid grays, with
coachînan and two footmeiu in blue and silver to
match, drewv up at the grand portai of this ne-
tpendent pialace of gaula. The panels of the
chariot liad painted 011 thema for armoriai bear-
ings a hand haif losed clutching at a diadern,
with the single word ' Prendo" for motto. The
sole occupant of the carniage was a tali hand-
sane gentleman, dressedl witli elegant simpli-
City.

TPhe two footmen hiastened to open the coach
door and( let down the steps. T he gentleman
descend,-d, and entered the emporium, where hae
was received with obsequious politeness by
M. Joannot, the acting chief parner of the firm,
and manager of the show and sale department,
wlbn saw at a glance that lie liad befone him a
fresh arrivai in the gay City, obviousiy a man
of substautial wpaith. The gentleman asked
to bc shown somne rings. He spoke with a
strougly-marked Engiish accent, but with per-
fect propriety and fiuency of language, quite ini
keeping with his distinguished aristocratie air
and utanners. He proved himself at once one
of those model customers in wbom mendiants
delight, rapid in selection and decision, and
<isdaining ail paltry attempts at cheapening;
for in lasa than five minutes hie lad purlad
diamond-and-ruby ring for fifty pounda, paid
for it with a Bank of Engiand note, ieft the
shop with a courteous hlaf-bend of the haad,
and re-entered his carniage, which immediateiy
drove off iii the direction of the lPlace Vendôme.

The chariot had liardiy proceeded some twenty
yards on its way, and M. Joannot was tili an-
gaged iin replacing the carda with the rings fromnNhich the purchase 1usd been selectad, wvhen au-other aris tocrat ic-looking strauger, dressed with
scrupulous îieatuess iii faultiess black, liastily
eutered tlhe place, and, addressing M. Joannot,
nsked, with somne light embarrassmeîît, whe-
ther the gentleman wh'o liad left this moment
lhad îîot percliance iinadvertently omitted to pay
for bis purchases. The manager was just going
to reply lu the inegative, when bis eya,chane-
iug to tail on onie of the carda, detected the ab-
seuce of a costlv dianond ring. Ha felt con8i-
(lerably surprisaed. 11e briefiy toid his quas-
tioner that hae înissed a gem worth two thousand
francs.

46I thouglit ,o,'' said the gentleman, îvhoaiîso spoke witji a strong Engiiah accent. IlMy
friand, Mr. (Chester, is a littie absent-nîindad
oecasionally. Will you kindly permit me to
îîay for the ring ?" and lie drew fromn his breast
a hulky portfolio crammed with Bank of Eng-
land tntes, fromn which lie selected a hundred
îîound one, anîd handed it over to the manager.
llaving raceived has change, lie hurriediy left
the, place, and jumping inito a tilbury, obviously
waitiug for him, in charge of a diminutive
tigar, oun the opposite ide of the street, which
at once drove off rapidly h4 the track of IlMr.
Chester's" canniage.

"lRather a quecr go-very !" muttered the
mniager. IlAbseut-minded 1 'Uni, ha!t Well,
it nattera not. People wlio cen afford to pay
for it may sureiy be permnitted to indulge in
abaenit-niindedness," lie added, witli a sligit
chuekie.

Some tliree or four daya aftar, the new aris-
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One day, wlieu "IMnr. Chester'a" fnieîid lad
juat disiursed anothen cool liundned for another
of tlîe absent-minded man's covent puncbnst-s, a
gentleman entened the amporium, and camie up
to the said friand, wbose biaudlha most wvarmly
shook witlî manifestations of intense deliglit.

"My dear Sir Jonathan," he cnied, ini Eng-
liai, '« this is an agraaable sur prise, indeed. 1
saw your tilbury, and Tim toi d me you ivere in
liane. Wbat are yoti doing i this Tophet of
perdition ?"

"Ah, deliihted to maat you once more, my
dean prince, responded the gentleman ad-
dresaed as Sir Jonathan. " How is bier charmn-
ing higlineas, the Pnincasa Olga ? la she with
you V"

" No, worse iuck. Monaco holds lien still in
its Arinida's garden of teueaqerncand
roulette. Iu tha last two montis sha bias
dropped fifty tbousand roubles. Well, alia can
afford it, anîd we ail have oun foubles. 1 am in
treaty for the Hôtel Guébiant ; and, whan
averythiug, is anrangad, she wili ,join me hera
for tha seasoin. But let me repeat my question,
wbat are you doing hera, Sir Jouathan ?"

" The unhappy old game, prince, 1 ani sorry
to say, bias bnought me to Paris. Lord-, imy
poor brotlîcn-iu-iaw, lias anotîtar fit upon hini-
you un(ianstanii( m-and I ain hera to guard
againat any untoward consequan cas.'

"Wliat a sad pity1 Happily, witlî lus and
your unliniited ueath, it doas not mattar an
mucli."

"True, onaeimust uake the beat of it. For-
tunateiy, hae is inuci more neasonabla now thin
lie used to lie. lu London 1 iad to psy forty
tliousand pounda once foi' a puu'uu'c, which
fêelied onlv aigliteen tiousand wluen sold by us
afterwards. Thare were tweîîty-tivo thousaiîd
dlean gona. Not a flea-bita aven to a million-
aira."

" Wiy, Sir Jonathtan, that i la nîta s bad
as Paul I)emidow's purcliase of' the Sancy
dianiond, for which hae gave baîf a million
roubles lu 1835, to seil it for 625,Ol> francs the
year aftar lianu Pai'is, as iny fatlîer used to
tell me. Whare is the aarl stayiing V"

" We have taken tic Hôtel Choiseul in the
Rue St. Doîninique for the season. We shall
ha dalightad to see you. WViil you comae to the
countess'a-I maan Mrs. Ciester's-,qoirée to-
niglit ? For we are liane in tlie stnicteat iurcog.
Permit nie to liand you our card for youn guid-
ance. What say you, prince ; uîay wa axpect
you V',

"«My dean Sir Jonathan, 1 accapt your invi-
tation witlî the greatest pleasura. You may
depend upon nîiy coming. If you are dis-
eugaged now, you. wili panliaps do me the
favour to look at a iîaw canniage which 1 have
juat bad built fon the princs. 1 know you are
an axquisitejudge of sucli natters."

"Daiightad, uuy dean prince. My Tim wil
drive us whare you orden."

Thle two gentlaeen left ami i aî'iuî.
M. Joannot, who was a pratty gond iinguist,

had paid close attention to the conversation
betweeîî the two; s0 had anotier gentemanu
apparantly, wlîo lîad coma to bave a valuable
bracelet repaired, snd a large seppbire put in the
centre, iii lieu of the one whicb, lha said, liad
dropped out accidaiitaliv, snd beau bast.

"«Do you know those genutlemnue?î " sked this
customner of M. loannot.

'Not nîucli,' neplied the mnilager. «'The oua
la an Englishmaui, tic otlier a lInssian, 1 think.
Tihis nincli I gatlîered froni tiair conversation.'

'i knew botlî of tlîeiiilu London when 1 was
ovar tiare some yeaî's ago. The Russian la
Prince Baryatiuski, wlio owns uo end of square
leagues of tule fiîiest estates lu South Russia, and
wiose wife, tie Piicss (ilga, only daugliter
anîd sole liirass of tbe late l'rince Tnubatzkoi,
is aven waalthîier thaîiaiie iuaband, but whlo

dnos large portion of lier prnîcely revenue on
the taIp il r.TicEnglishman is Sm JonathanCannutiens, t a opulett isuker, who owns anme
fifty thouaand hectares of tha beat land lu York-
sbire and Lancshlire. He la said to ba wontli
thnea million pounda sterling. His oniy aisten
sud heinesa--he la a baclilor-is msrried to the
Earl of -, well you eau easily fiud ont the
namne for yourseif. I do not like to mention it
liera, as the înoble Lord is travelling incognîito,
as I uuderstaiîd. Poor Lord -!Ha is amit-
tan witli a formidable mioral disorder, tbey sayi
whicli, despite his nnencumbenad rent-noîl of
five million franîcs a yaar, bias more than once
tireataucd to get bim into seninus difficulties.
Ha is wliat is called a kleptomane.'

',a klpt 0e O tîat's tI'cne h

jdouble thîe value of the tlîing iflie aticen ly
clevenly manage to-anaex il. It was tlie sanie
witb poon Prince Nichuolas Constantiiîowitch.
Wbat lhe raalised ona day, lha gavea wav thea
inext to Faimiuy Lear on soîmebody aIse, wlici is
the character of your true kaîptomanes ; uvillat
withî lais Prussian grnud.uucle takings aaekaep-
inga.'

1Weil, uuaven mmnd ! '<Vahave got pt-etty îîigb
oven tiat littie troubla. Tire bard uacessîty of
tic tixues bas given our industny s niarveilous
impulsa. Salow omît' dock tînde is flouniali-
iug.,

'Ah, tlîat wa owe to the Prussiaji olilcens.
By Jove, liouv thîey liked our dlocks! Tiey
seemad to lia seized witb univarsai pandulo-
mnîia. Tliema was once a King of Sa dinis, s
grand-uncle or great-tmucla of Victor-Emaîjuel, 1
tiiink, wlio bad e moat inondiiaute affection for
watcies sud snufl'-boxas. He robbed ail tic
anîbassadons accradited to ha court. But lie,
just lika ticelrussians, wouid neyer part agaiui
with tic acquisitions of bis mimble fihîgans.'

'Thia latter soit of kieptonuania,' cried M-
Joatînot, laugiig, ' 1I must co)nfes, like
mach leas tien that of your Emglisi eani. If 1
waîtted s0 speculate inittua article, lue wotuld l)a
tic tian for iny mouey.'

I 1slîould think so,' laugliad tire othai. 'lie
îuigbt lie a good customer for your place. Egad!
Five o'clock, by Jova !1' looking et bi.s watelb.
' 1nîust ha off. Wiil you kiudly sand tie bra-
celet to the Avenue de l'Aima, No. 6, ait pr-
iltieu-. Hara la my card. A u plaisir, M. Joan-
not.'

' Vicomte MacMNabom de Kargaîouet de la
Treille,' muttaned the manager. ' A most pies.
saut gentleman, sud so chaîîy. Good old Irish
sud Breton blond, sud evidently nehlad 0ticth
Marsial Prasidant. 1 ani ratier glad to know
now wo ]gn. (Cbester l8. Ha may, indeed, luru
ont e gzond customer to oui- place. Five millioni
francs a yea-and a kleptotmanie!Weil, weli,
ie eau afford it.'

Human nature is buman nature ail ovai- tie
world. It la bardiy to ba expected that e
marchent sbnuld neject or negleet an easy and
pnomiaing way to dispose advantagaously nfIluis
wanes. So il came to pasa quile natunally tiat
'Mr. Cliester' bad aonu ame tempting bits of
rather iigli-priced jewelry placed witlmin lus
reaci; and tic gentlteman availad hinisaîf cheer-
fully of tic npportunity thus Lyenerously afford-
ad bim, an that poor davoled Sir Jontathan aînd
lie coumtes- for aftar a tinie that lady would
occasionally replace lier brother lu lookiug aften
'Mn. Chester's' surraptitious purclases- hsd
anme heavy diabursemeuts to niake. lon-aven,
iîeitlien of them aven basitated on bangaitied, but
paid chaanfully wiiat wns deuianded. 111 about
two montis' tim- Maessi's. Mapré lied tins found
a profitable market foi' sortie seventi lousand
poutida' wotb of jewelu'y. Onîeday ' Mr. Cheister'
înfonmed tlîe manager of Messrs. Maspré's liuai-
nas liat it was lus intentiona to leave Paris soon
for Amenica, -whieie lie iiutendad 10 pasa two
years.

Now at llîis veu'y time tire hînuse 1usd e mag-
nificent diamoîud ekiace, witlî severai very
large bnilliants of tic pureat wutar, of s market-
aile value of a million and e baîf francsa. Tie
temptahion to seil tiîis, if possible, for about two
millionîs to the eccentrie Englishman was over-
poweringly gmet, sud the manager could not
rasiat yielding to it.

But, stranga to say perliaps, "Mn. Cliester
resisted tic temptation the first time it waa
piacad befone him. On sîtother visit, a few days
atter, whiî the gentleman's fingers were juat
teutatively advaîîcing towards the tempting
treasure, Sir Jonathan sud tiec (ouintasa came
in ratier precipitateiy, which tbay lied haver
doua bafona, sud autraatad I"Mn. Cuhester " to
icave the place witli tuant at once.

IlLonk liera, Edwand," said Sin Jonuathtan,
who seemed not to hava thlî eat notionti tt
thene migit ha third parties prasent n'lîo çould
oveîhear sud undarstand 'wliat lie was snviiig,
tgyou had battan coma along nov witii Ada aimd
mie. I amu afnaid ynu mîay Once again lu hîge lut
a little ton daeply. 1 sbîould nI like yoît to
hava to drop twenty or tiîirty tuoisand poumîda
oven another sncb transaction as we liad onîce
befone in London, you nememben. Est modets in
r-sbus-, my boy ,we nmst draw tIehe nm ote-
c-itera.''

I do not undarsteîîd you, Joimatluuuu," ne-
j'hied tic otier, a fluai of augry passionuaiffus-
imîg his face. "I will go witli you sud Ada, as
1 do not wiah tb have tîmy words with you in hien
prasence. But I would really advisa you to mnîd
youn owu business, aud mot trouble abouit mine.
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OU course, il would healal riglît, Ibougit M.
Joauînot; Sm .Jouathan would taka lIme firat op-
pontmuily 10 slip awav fmom te Earl and psy,
hon-aven reluctsnliy, for'lte kleptoniaîiicslly
sbstnacted article.

Stilh, strange te say, pariaIs,, ail thinga con-
sidencd, thene arosa some slgit sud undafinad
miagivinga in the msuager's ruind. il seamed
suddenly te atnike him tial a million sud a hait'
maa, aftan ail, rallier a lange îisk te nun evan for-
millionaires like him end bis pantuanr in tih'
business.

So wban, eflar tn'o houns' waitiiug, uto Smr
Jonathuan made lis appeerenca, M. Joannot lad
a cabriolet calaed te the doon, and drova btee
Rue Sb. Dominique.

At lie Hô^tel Choiseul, n-lianeavarylhing tvas
appsrenlly conducted oi tlIe largest sud nobleat
scale, hae leanitthlaI the canniage had beau dis-
missed sud senl back, witllîondars toelime coachi-
man sud foolman to laka up the family aI lha
opera aI about l iaf-past len iiithie eveîimîig.

This was salisfaclony an fan. S8h11 somaehon-
M. ioannot could nt gel nid of an iuudefiuable
feeinmg oU disquietude, wiiclî lad Ihuini about nina
o'clock 10 Ibe opera. linahie te senirea splace
commandiuig a view oU lie whole front of thue
boeuse, hae had te wait paituly til lie end of
the performance. He fouîd thue canniage wailing
oulside, as ondancd, but n IlMn. Chester "mmade
bis appearamîce, non SirJn.imathn uor Itue lady.

Tic ser-vanIs tnl(i hini, lioweven, lImaI Mon-
seigneur, as lhey raspectfumlly cslled hlein mas-
ter, was rallier accenlnic, sud liaIttis mvas nIt
lie firatt itue tiay bad known hlm to change bis
mmnd, sud thiat moat likeiy lie amily liadl ly
Ibis tiîne natmrned to lie Hôtel.

M. Joannol waîmt back ho tie hôtel, wluara ha
wsitad tili tirea next monning, wheîî bis lu-
cresiîg auxiely induced hlm ah asat tb makeaa
carefnily guandad application bo the Rue de
Jéruîsalem, wluera lie wss recommendad ho awaiî
the coming day patieutiy.

Wall, tie morniug canme, snd tiare waî-e e
great nîsîuy. more people eagerly sud aîîxioualy
inqmiinug after IlMr. Chuestenr'' sud Sir Joua.than Carutiars. Tîmara wss M. Holbibn,îthle
greal ganeral agenît, who lied hîîmed aund spîcu-
didly furnislied the Hôtel Chiseul, sud SUhu-
plied canniages, borses, sud servants for tMc
eccenlnic mnillionaira, sud mvio, laving beau paid
a momthini advauce, had ailowad two monre
uontîistsebmn on and out. Indeed, lue 1usd beaut

dasired ho cail ou Ibis ideutic.-I morning for bis
money. Tliere wss tic great (Chavat, witi a lonîg
bil, snd spaediiy a longer face. In bnief, liae
weene n d oU purvayors oU ail kînds, wio lied
aIl beau desiremi 10 caîl that inoriîug( for a saIlle-
nuent oUfIlueir accouts, snd wuao bcd caiied se-
cordin gly.

AS tlue distiugmuislted Usmiîy cune mt ha ouiud
anywliere lu Paris, not ave atethle Morgue, the
sagacînus police opinad, with hnuy marvellous
aculenesa, Ihaltlihey had Ilmizzled," sud sel be
wonk 10 hrack the fugitives, if possible.

Tic French police amjoy a bîgi napltalion for
particular shanpnass ; but aftean ah they can ouly
sea birougi a brick wall wbeu thare ila shoie
drilled throughi il; now thene was no suci hole
inu Ibis brick wsil, yom sea, se thaay shood bafore
il as lind as bats.

The Vicomhe MacMaiou de Kergarouet de la
Treille uvas anxiously sougit sUber ; lihaws cib
voyage, il appeanad, sud hlee1usd fongotten te
sethie bis bills befone bis depantune. You sec lia
was sncb ain aztremely pleasamît fellow, as M.
Joannot bsd nemsnked, amni payiug bills may nIt
heae veny plassant occupation. Tîme Manahai
I<rcsidemb indignsnîiy uepudiatad aIl and aveny
samd auîy neiatiomsbip t1the Vicomte. Il la aven
tîmms: people in the full glane oU amushiut muili
slwaya ignora Ihuosamndar s cloud.

Prince Baryshlumaki uusl hava clmaiaged lus
iuind about lima Hôtel Guébriamît. Haen'as n-
where to bu lîcard oU in Paris. At lIme Ruissiata
Embassy timay baseiy pnatendehd mmt 1e knwImovlim.
Panbapa hae had gomue beck tbMonxaco ho join lie
Pinmcess Olga,saudhote telm er about tli iew
caruiage.

The heami partîtar attd imanager' of' Maspré&
L'n. wntl vell-nigîu cnszy, not se much penhuapa
ovai the féarfuily heavy bass sustaiued by tIte
bouse, ns oven thie ad reflaction tiatlu lie d
beau shampfuily sud ignomiuioualy doue. As
lic ohd, tIlugli mcidispuled sayiuug hetît Il,

IWho drives fat oxen shouid Iimseif bh at,"
an ho whin ueals in brilliamuls siould suneiy binu-
self lie relluer bniglît ,sud M. Josunot hadceu-
haiitly show-ut limsu'lUîtue duliasl of dullards, sud
ais gullible as auîy fool who feuls au easy prey te
the " conîfidenuce rick. " At least, suci was is
ownu daspionding iumpr'essionu.
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