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VICTORIA,

U. 8. CUNSULATE.

A.thoush it was recoguized tha U. 8,
Consul Myers had dune the State some
specisl service m conuection with sealing
matters, the bringing to light of upium
frauds and the scizures of quantities of
the contruband, the carryiag out of the
Jacksonian principle of **to the victurs
beloug the spoifs ™' was inevitable in his
casg.  In consequence, donbtless of the
pressure brought to bear upon him by the
oflice seckers, President Cleveiand, as
already announced, has appointed William
P. Roberts to the consulate heve, which
he is expected to assume onJuly 1, Itis
probable that after visiting Ius old home
in Ohio M. Myers will settle down i
Seattle, his predilections hene in favor of

the Pacitic coust.

THE BLACK DEATH.

The presence i Hong Kong and other
Oriental aties of the Black Death, an
cpidemic similar to the great plagae of
Loudon, has, not  annatmally, caused
considerable alarm, and at. the sohatation
of Mayor Teagne, . through Mr. Earle,
M. P, the Daminien autherties have
issued instructume to Dr. Macuanghton
Jones aot only to mspect hut. to thoraugh
Iy dismfect and fumigate all steerge
passenges and  baggage  arriving  from
China and Japan, bef reallowinginbound
ships to pass William’s Head,  Premier
Davie energetieally backed up the Mayers
vepresentations, and it 18 to be hoped
that the malady  which hag been fearfully
fatal wherever it has heen will be pre
vented from gettinga hold here.  Filth

PR sid to be the prime canse of the
discase, sud a large number of pemde
1 have already snccmmbed to it in Hony
. Keng aud Cauten,
"Il PRUVINCIAL ELECTIONS.
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tn the majority of the conststuenc.es m

w3 the Province, the nominatien of candi-

. a3 Lo the Tesults, awing to the magniticent
distanices (o be traveised, is very meagre,

— e e ——————— -

so far.  The contests, the indications ave,
will be very numersus, more so probably
than cn any previous ceeasion, and fow is
likely te be the number of elections by
acclamation,  ‘Fhe goverument has, how-
crer, taken first blood.  Premicer Davie,
President of the Counal Pudley, Spaker
Higgins and Major Mutter have been re-
turned by acchunation, which gives the
present administratt o start of four,
We resret tu have to notice a serivus
interference with frewdom of speech at a
recent meeting at Vanconver, @ circume
stance in atself almost sufhcicnt to answer
the complaint of Rev. Mre. Maxweli that
the cabinct Ministers were not often heard
at the Termiual City.  Wedo uut, we
must say, like to sce ministers of the
sospel interfere in poliies,  When they
do so, they dunipish thare influence us
clergymen, aud, as partizus, lay them.
selves open to the application to their
case of the divine maxim ** No an can
serve two masters.”

MISCHIEVOUS CREDIT SYSTEAM.

Under the heading of “\What is the
Matter with Hannalh I the Winnipeg
Commercial  has  been  discussing  the
present stringent and otherwise unsatis.
factory state of trade among country
merchants and is satistied that in the
field of freight rates no direct cause can
be found. In its Jast issue it declares
that the main eause of all the trouble is
the reckless system of credit which has
been the custom throughont the country,
it goes on to say that the offers made by
Mianitoba merchants of ten per cent dis
count for cash and it not. 2 few instances
as much as fitteen per cent., is a loud
protest {agmmnst credit as at  present
given, for no mercantile profits at present
will standa shave of tiltcen per cent for
cash.  Morcover, reeent legislation has
placed the farmers even further beyond
the reach of the retailers” collectors and,
suys cur contemporary, there never was
e ve need for a convention of retail mer-
chants to discuss the situation than there
is unow. .

It isadded that iu almaat every case of
insolvency reported the yreat shrinkage
15 in the bock debts, which have been
fonr d in many cases to he valucless, In-
deed, inguiry has showa that while in-
solvent's assets on their shelves have been
found to be worth ovn the average 60
cents on the dullar, these in the books do
not average 15 cents. It is said that “the
country merchant has all along b.en the
unseenred creditor of the farmer, and it
is hard to sce how he can devise » system
which will sccure him. Whils he has
been giving credit without sccunity, the
mortgage company, the fann machinery
agent, and the lowal money lender, as well
as other shirewd operators, have been se-

curing liens and mortgages on all the far-
mer possezses,”’

In this Province most of our merchants
have not been placed under the same con-
ditions as their brethren of AManitoba,
where the dependence has practically
been on the one crop, still they have gore
mad on the subject of credit and both in
town and country credit har been given
to u degree which an inguiry into the in-
dividual cases would by no means war-
rant.  Frequently entreaties to pay have
been of no avail, while threats of legal
nction have been no better, and at the
present tine we learn that the merchants’
bouks are full of goud, bad and indiffer-
ent accounts, upon which in the mean.
time it is havd to realize anything.

Merchants will do well to turn over a
uew leaf in this particular by waterially
restricting, if not dving away with, exiat-
ing lines of credit, making their debtors
dv something in the way of paying in-
stalments on old accoums and paying as
they go for the future. This would be
found more satisfac'ory for all jartics. It
might at first be somewhat diflicult to
aatry out thisidea, but once inaugurated
it could not fail to be for the better.
Doubtless some people, during the pres-
ent stringency, would require to be tem-
porarily carried over; but, a very early
period ~say, for instance, the turn of the
month —might reasonably be expected {o
come under the new order of things,

ELRASTUS WIMAN.

Five and a i years in Sing Sing
petitentiary is what Erastus Wiman has
now 1o look forward to. He has al-
ready gone to tuke his place ameng the
convicts and to be known by his number,
It is much to be repretted that 3 man
of his ability and cuercy should have
come to such a fate, the moreso, as the
indications are that there was mwore in
the prosecution  than the desire to bring
a malefactor to justice. In fact it was
said that when he left the concern
Mr. Wunan contemplated the establish-
ment of another wmertcautil agency. This,
however, he promptly denicd. What-
ever the intention may have been, how-
ever, Mr. Wimau, i the peniten iary,
b wore  sympathizers than he had
befure e went there. It is noticeable,
tou, that the alimost universal fecling in
Carada is that he has been hardly dealt
with and those who wmost apposed his
prujects for trade relations between the
Caited States and the Dominien lave
now much to say in his favor. From
among some of the Canadian cditorial
doliverauces we take the following:  **If
his uifence were a case of ordinary foryery
nothing could be aaid against the en-

tence, but there appears to be a sct of
peculiar circumstances connected with it
tht might, perhaps, have warranted ity

! being removed from that category.”



