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therapeutie et iployilent of tilte remedy is
therefore free frou any irritant elieets.
The sulphur Seetins to be comlbinied to
fori it aOrgatie comipoutind, and is capa.
ble of exhibit.ing its properties in the most
beneficial forl.

Alkalinte salis of thiolinie acid have
been prepared, and difler frot the iother
substance by being soluble in water. The
sdlium sait is consi'dered to be imost suit.
able for theralieutic use. IL occurs in
commîîaerce in the formIl of a powder and
iliso in aqueous solution.

It is, of course, impossible to predict at
titis early date what kind of stand this
ntew preparation will mtake againtst ichtt.
yol, a body which hlas nlow bleetn ii tie
field for several years, and lias been used
with such great success. I to tite pre.
sent no authoritative results of experi-
iments have been publislhed, antd though it is
expected ttat it will dispiay tlhe saine ther.
apeutic action as, or atanly rate,similar to
ichthyol or thiolin, these anticipations
will have to be realized by practical trial
before it cati take a permtantent stand in
the list of dernatological reiedies.

Thte practical absence of odor of the
alkaline salts is in their favor, only a
very sligit bitutminous odor being lis-
cernible ; thiolinic acid itself has but lit.
tie steli, and that is rather suggestive of
niustard oil.

OXYell1NS.\SEP'ToI..
The introduction of " kairii" by o.

Fischer as a synthetical substitute for
quinine first drew general attention to
the imnportance of the oxy.cinitoliie series
as a source frot which miany new organie
compounds of greatp inter-
est mnight be prepared and placed at tt,
disposal of the physician. The first oit*
spring of the new alliance proved, how-
ever, to have bad habits in spite of its
proiising apppearantce, and the arrival of
other autipyretics baniished chiinoline pro-
ducts for a timîte frot the experimentail
field. Tite description of a new antisep.
tic, oxycliiiaseptoi or diapthterin, by Pro.
fessor IL Eiimeich, serves to recall,
however, the theoretical aatages that
arc coiibited in the chenical constitution
of the oxychittolines, which mnay be re.
garded as bases witih sone of the charac-
teristics of pienol in virtue of t lie hyd roxyl
group in thevir niolecule. Thotmugi in.
creased coiplexity of cieitical structure
renders it iaore dillicult to predict thw
value of changes brougliht about Iby the
introduction of fresh grotups into the
nmolecule, previous expe'rience lias led to
the conclusion being drawn wit ih respect to
the connection betweeI chetical eonst.itu-'
tion and atttibacteri:tl action, tiat the in-
ttoluction of a side group into the ben-
zne inucleus of a pienol genet'mliv iii-
creases teautiseptic value and diinishes
the corrosive action. Carbolic acid lias
therefore, on account of its corrosive poi
sonous nature, been replaced as an anti-
septic by its mîilder, and yet morell'ective
imethyl derivntives, the cresols; and in
the oxyciinolinies the gooi effic is further
incrased bv the sulbstitution of a pyridyl

for a methlv roup. iut tlit idea admtits
of furtier e.lxp:mtstion,sine i ten-etically tite
antiseptic value of tle oxychinolines imlay
be further itmesed by suitable coibinîa.
tions. The phenolsulphoie acid lias ail-
ready earned a reputation as int aitiseptie
under th e i t f asptof astoi, nd the corro-
sive quality of Vai holie acid has also bteen
diiiiinished bv tie introduction of the

iphttontyl group, o that it is nlot str:mga
that a very etnergeti antieptie shoultd me
suit fiomst its labile coi a biniation with two
iolecules of B oxychinolinle, a condensa-

tLion to which all phenols ae ve-y proue
in thelrt ne of certain reagents.
Whietheri thet com11binationi actuially takes
place bet e the hydroxyl and sulphonlic
gr'ouips of aseptoi and the two iitrogen
atoms of the chinolines, as represented by
Professor Emmerich, is an assumitption
that can scarcely be accepted without the
production of further data.

'T'lie already extensive atrrty of aitisep
tic agenhs recently received an1 ni.i
tion untider the name of asaprol, whicl is

of calcium, and which is said to display
mnarked antiseptic and geriticidai action.

Tite coipound itay be prepared, accord-
ing to Clatis, by heatinîg together oite part
of N-naphthol, and two paits of sulphuric
acid at 100 C. for two hours, aixl then
ieutralizing with calciumtt Carbonate. Tt

occurs in smialil acicular crystais havmtg
the formtula:-

'Ca +:1L..
011. C 11. il

ThIese are ieatily soluûble in w'ater, but
.ess so in alcohol.

A series of experim.ents with the body
ias shîowi it to be destructive to mnicro.
organic life, a tive per cent. solution coin-
pl.t'tly preventing tiw growth of cultiva.
tions of the inîicrobes of Asiatic cholera,
typhus, and olithers while at tie sane
tiute doses of 0.1 gaitm. per day, given to
dogs, proved to have io toxie action.

Althought thtis note is included under-
ie heading oI " Newer lieteies," it is
lot initinmated that sar'saparilla o any of

its isolatetd active prinîciples ae miakiing
their dl'Iat in the trai ni edi i cdicine. ILt.
is aiticipated, however, that. the iore
genieriai use of the dtrug will be revived by
tlie researches that liave been recently
mtiade withs it, and for this reasonà wttention
is reasonlably exp.ected in titis columntti.
Though of late years lte auiinit. of sar-
saparilla consumlîed has nlot leet relatively
as large as formierly, yet Lite quantity stili
used in England anid Continental cotait'
tries is very great, it being as popular as
a Iniestic mnedicinle as ever it was, white
in the fori of the conpound decoction
and extract it still itattains a position in
the armawnt m.Iicannforum of the
phlINsi(iaii.

iIf late years it lias been chichly usetd as
a purilier of blood, it being specially in-
dicutel ili tiw t'reatment ofsyphilis, luit a

few records have been left, of its emluploy.
aent also, within the last thre litindred
years, ii fevers aud otler danugerous nala-
dies, witl success. lu spite of titis, how-
ever, very little las been known about its
active constituents tutil quite recently,
when Professor Kobert and W. V. Schulz
announced tha resuults of some investiga-
tions carried out by themi upon the sub'-
jet, in tlte laboratory at Dorpat.

Thmree active prtinciples were isolated, ail
of a glucosidal nature and closely allied to
one another in aus far as they were all
ionologouts. Two of these were identical
with bodies that had been isolated pre-
viously, viz., the parillin of Fluckiger and
the ,iléacin of Dragendorfl'; the present
investigators, by the way, propose to
Change the nane of tue latter body to
sarsaparillsapotnin, as nore indicative of
its constitution. The third body, whici
they have naued çarsasaponin, appears to
be' hitherto unkînown, but thougli it is
very similar to the othters in its physio-
logical action it is nlot identical. The
fornuhe of these thuree hoimologous bodies
helps to show their nttual relationship
Parillin C.H O14 , sarssaponin C.,,
11so010, and sarsaparillsaponin C 0

11,., On boiling with dilute acids
all of then split up into a non.saccharine
body like parigenin, and one or mnore
nolecules of ordinary dextrose or galac-
tose sugars.

Physiological experimients with stmall
animals, cats, dogs, &c., proved that all of
these three bodies caused onîly local dis-
turbances, such as increased flow of saliva
and diarrhica, and were nlot absorbed into
the systen. Front aiialogy, therefore, it
is :assuiedi that in a haeailtly state of the
hunian systei, tic absorption would take
place, but that the efl'ett would be chiefly
depentdati upon the action of Lite drug on
Lite howels and alimentary caial.

liected subcut'taeously, al] three bodies
proved fatal to smnall anitials when given
in sthi'ciently large quantity, sarsasa in
beinlg mîost toxic, paril/in next, and sar-
suaparu ponîin lea.t. Thte injection was
always followed by the formation of a
painiftul swelling, soietimues an abscess.
It is interesting to note that the thet
sartsaparilla glucosides are in nany ways
simailar to muercury, especially in that they
Iboth prodce motions Of tihe bo wel s, in-
crease the flow of secretions, and are eliai-
inated by the stom'ach and intestines.

It is possible that the contradictory re.
suits that, have been obtained witl sarsa-
paiilla, mnay lc dte to difl'rences in tihe
commntercail varieties of the drug, and it
wotld lie well, therefore, if a series of ex-
pet itmtents were nade in the treatmeant of
syphilis and allied disorders with the iso-
lated active principles tlhmiseives. By
titis neans the various questions as to th
eilicacy of sarsaparIia tht have been
raised of late years iigit be set at rest,
and posibly a more specific reniedy le ob.
t.-ained for the Lnmbbesome dsorders of the
blood.-/hit. and Col. Druggis1.

Jos. Parkinson, lruggist, of Winnipeg,
31an., is dead.

Septeinber, 1892.


