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OURS WITH A CHURUH COURT.
I. THE DAWN.
8 Tho groat Clinrch gathorings,in the shape
Bof Genornl Assomblier,’ Synoxfs, Counctls,
R Conferences, that yearly tako place, in
. any different places, all over the Ciais-
MBiian world, have becomeo so familiar things
Lot it secmas to bo thought onough to give
[ baro report of their proocedings, some-
Eihing after the manner of o ship’s log,
BRvone, and sinow, and muscle sufficiont, bu
littlo flesh and blood—the fact suited to an
fhistoiic record in brevity, but a gmall
Rmoioty of the humanitios, littlo of the
moving Spirit of the sceno. It may be that
that is frequently enough. o be tiue to
BB lifo, in portraying a mere business meeting,
the picturoe would need to be as free as pos-
sible from anything like flesh and blood.
If commonplace, brovity is an oxcellence,
whoso absence can never be cxcused.
Novertheless, some few prunings allowed,
fas in perfect keeping with the fitness of
things, in many cases there 1s a great void
loft after the reports have told thewr simple
talo. In that silent void, in which many
f echioes of golden utterances die away, many
gems of thought and deed sink mto ob-
livian, there is some substantial loss, to be
contemplated not without somo feeling of
rogret. Wo havo on oceasions felt the void.
Not o little in connexion with tho recont
Ascembly held in Ottawa, which was not a
commeon one, nor dryasdust, nor common-
place in its res gestae or oven ,in its modus
operandi. As no one has attempted to
fill up tho void, a thing for which we have
beon waiting, wo now write to do a little in
»ihat dirgetion. And if our contribution do
little more than stimulato some graphic
and-powerfal pens in the causo, it will not
“bo in vain,
Wo arrived in Ottawa, the capital of the
Dominion, on the evening of the fourth of
- June, in company with quite 8 number of
ministers and elders of two Presbyterian
Clxﬁc}ms in thé land, a some what learned
~company,, furnishing tho most agreeable
[Hollow-travelers, hailing chiefly from the
West, from the shores of Lako Hurom
. from London, Hamilton, Toronto, and
" neighbouxhood, and from other places to
»the enst of there, as far down as the staid
ulittle totwn of - Prescott. Al seemed in tho
_ best of spiits and the happiest of humours,
.not & bad préparative for tho woighty busi.
- ness, in which they were about to embark,
an excellent antidoto to all mental as well
‘.88 physical dispepsia, The journey over,
and our strength regaled with a refreshing
ten, wo hastened to the Church which
beaxrs the-namo of the hero of the Scottish
Aréfogmdtion, whero we found that the
opening sorvico of the Assembly lhad com-
menged, tho rotiviug moderator, Rov.
Wm: Reid, boing busy with the delivery
-of his ‘didcourse to n largo and atten-
‘tive nudience. Hore another vepast awei-
ted:us; for searcely had we jrined the
.audience, and sottled down to the service
in thand, than wo felt that there had beon
fouqhed in us o sympathetic cord ; and our
'thop‘glif; were carried forward to momen-
tous issues to bo grappled with cre the'As-
sembly. _should closo .its sittings, while
mingled memories camo rushing in upon
us thick and fast, bearing upon the Churel’s
experiences in the day’s that are gone, and
her many earnest prayers for divine wisdom
ynd charity. Tho-preacher secmed en rap-
portwith the hour. The toxt itself, which
was in, the words of Yaul, at Phillipians
first chaptor and eigliteonth vexse, was sig-
nificant; and-the handling .of at, if not
avouring of any attempt at oratoryy indi-
cated<considerablo -fore-thought; dispensed
ome .fich frails of ministerial gxperience
2d_obsorvation, and was repleto with the
cments: .of-adaptation. Not n bad be-
inning this, thought we, of whatover tox-
“tho ending may chancé to be. With
d tako our fgnyp of tho iuitintory pro-
edings, .and ‘aoek .tho Dalmy nix of soli-
uds of & fow hours.
With:4 new ddy dofvued’ upon us, and
busidess now the order of the day
lo: Assembly, 'in itz more com-
tudo ;: .and eto WO, OYO DWALG,
oughts bogin to-circle round itself, as
rmifig. & déeply intoresting study. Nob
livious-to tio thirgs -«

the silvery lochs of vencralle Iwnecrs,
whose story of lifo is bound up with the
Inying of the foundations of a great natiou-
ality in the land. 'There the children of
the old'luynlists, who loved so well the old
flag of o thousand 3 ars, aud followed it
northwards aoross the lakes, wlien tu the
South it was hauled down. There again
the children of pilgrim futhers and mothers,
who left tho land of their birth and of their
fathers, hiers to seek for bettor day’s, and
more comfortablo resting places. No
ordinary combination this! We almost
wonderhow they are all gotto harmonise to
hond their energies for like onds, to go hand
in hand, while each thinking for himself.
In this wo seck the explanation of it,
“they are no more strangers and foreign-
ors, but fellow-citizens with the Saints and
of tho houschold of God.” Diversity in
many things, but the samo spirit in all.
Again, do we think of the calibre of such a
body. A highly rospectable company
surely have wo hero. 'There is the new
Modorator, a venerable Irishman, who lias
seen muceh good service in the Chureh.
There aro learned Professors who bear an
honoured name, and are doing anchle work
Thero is a large band of workmen adormed
with many gifts and gracc. If men liko
Otmiston and Inglis have gone to other
scenes, there are othors left behind, who
have their placo in the first 1ank; and
many more, and younger, destined yet to ac-
complish much, and to furnish no meun
chapter in the annals of the Church God’s
grace to the workers. God-speed to the
work., No fear of the vessel with such
pilots at the helm. IForwara, the motto be;
faith and leve the compass, brothers.
Meorma.

Presbytery of Orsxta.rio and Probationar's
upply.

Editor BrRiT1sH AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN.

Deir Sir,—But for an unforfunate sen-
tencn in tho reported proceedings of the last
meeting of tho Presbytery of Ontario, I
should not have troubled you at presont.
As, however, a remark mado by me at that
meeting has aggrieved the Convener of the
Committeo for the Distribution of Proba-
tionors, and ho lLas souglt to set limself
right through your columns, let me set my-
self right with him in the same way.

Mr. Torrance’s circulars hiave hitherto
stated the time of the Committee’s meotings
for the distribution of supply, but the last
one did not. If there was no report from
the Presbytery of Ontario at the Commit-
teo's last meeting, thero could scarcely be
much biame attached to me when I was not
informed of the time of meeting. If the
report was not forward three weeks beforo
its meoting, it was owing to peculiar cir-
cumstances with respect to our vacancies
over which I had no control, and wh'ch
made it impossible for me to report carlier
than X did.

Oneo of our vacancies was supplied by a
student, o call from the other two to the
same probationar was pending with the cer
tanty almost, known to tle Lresbytery,
that o would accept one ; an arrangement
had beon made to supply the othier with a
student, so that althougl My, Torrance says
the Conuniiteo kncw that theie were vuc -
cies, when I sent my roport I knew that
we had none, and I promused the Cumimit-
teo tho information ns soun as it could Le
obtauned, that we liad none.

The Commutteo's task 1s no easy one, and
tho Presbytery of Ontario will most willingly
believe thiat it was snly from the Commit-
t0e's desire to do justico and tn serve them
that thev sent us threo probationers, DBut
wo know perfectly well that if we want sap-
ply wo must ask for it, and whlen we don't
ask any, tlic natural inference wonld seom
to bo that we don’t wish any. If the Com-
mitteo presumes to know a Presbytery’s
wants bettor than the Presbytory tself, and
takes.upon itself to send probatinors wlien
none ate csked, I atill do not seo why upon
that prineiple nf distribution they may not
sond to any Icsbytery as many as thoy
choosa.

My, Torrance seems to tako suine com-
fort from the tact that the Presbytery was
able, aiter all, to give employment to tho
supply sont. I take comfort from it too,
but 1t 13 no justifieation. We woro enabled
to find employment for the probationers
sent only by the cengregation for which a
student was to be obtained, wilidrawing
from that arrangoment, o circumstance
which the Committes coull not possibly
linve foveknown would take place.

1.quito agree with Mr Torrance that, 1t
is ‘only-just. that probationors.should be
.afforded the opportunity,of preaching to all
.vicant - congregations,” nand. probationers
.would s delightéa,, I have no doubt, wero
{ustico in.this matto¥ more etriotly enforced

“t]. by our :Cliurch..

) “Lam, Sir,:
Yours truly, , -
AVx, D, BALLANTENE,

ey
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SERMON-HEARING AND WORSHIP.

The suljoined wurds of Adasani, the
“ Ghakespeare of the Puritans,” are as ap
plicablo in var day no when firs uttered.
Chiurclies were called in primitive times
dominica, the Lord's house, aud eratoria,
lLiouses of piayer, devoted to the praise
of God. Many in ouwr time come to
these holy places, npd ave so trans-
ported with a desire of hearing, that
they forget the fervency of praying and
praising God. The end is over held more
noble than the monns that conduce unto it.
Sin brought in ignorance, and ignorance
takes away devotion. The word prenched
brings in knowledge, and knowledgo recti-
fies devotion, so that all our preaching is
bui to boget your praying, fo instruet you
to praise and worship God. 'The most im-
mediate and proper service and worship of
God is the end, and hearing but the weans
to tha. end. And tho rule is true, * The
end ever excels that which leads to the end.’

God rockons not so much of our audienco
as of our osediencc : not the hearers, but
the doers, are blessed in their deed. In-
deed, Clirist saith, ¢ Blessed are they that
hear the Word of God; but with tius couw
dition, that ¢ they keep 1t.’ 'Ihe worship of
God is tho fruit of heming; show mo this
fruit.  Our Livws of prayer are twaned into
places of Leariug, and we are coutent that
God should speak earnestly to us, but weo
will not apeak devoutly to Him. Ihopo no
man will so ;yuorantly and injuriously un-
derstand me, as if T spake against Licaring
of sermons frequently. God forbid! You
must hear, and wo must preach. Tho Apos-
tles gave themselves ¢ diligently teo prayer
and to the preaching of the Word' (Acts |
vi. 4); where yet prayer is put in the first |
place.

I complain uuf that ;o come to sermens
(for God's sake, como faster), but that you
neglect public prayer, as if it were only
God’s part to bless you, not yours to bless
God. Beloved, mistake not. It is not tho
only oxoreise of a Christian to hear o sor-
mon § nor is that Sabbath well spent that
despatcheth no other business for Leaven.
I wiil be bold to teil you that in heaven
there shail be no sermonfl; and yel in
heavon there shall be halleluyahs..

So that all God's service is nat to be nar-
rowed up in hearing ; it hath greater lati-
tude; there must bo prayer, praise, ador-
ation, and worship of God. Noither is it
the scope of Clristianity to know, but the
scope of knuwlcdge is to bo a good Chris-
tian. You avo not heathen to ask, ¢ What
must we believe ?' nor catechists to demand,
*What must we do? You know what to
believe, you know what to do. But you
have learned moroe than you have followed. ;
Come, then, hither, both to hear God and
to p.aisc God; as David was not only
praiser, but a preacher. ‘Como and hear,
all yo that fear God, and I will tell you
what He hath done for my soul.”

R.D. I\

IMPORTANT.

Edstor BRITISIt AMERICAN PRESDYTLRIAN.

Drar Sig,—For the first time, through !
chance, I learned what the numbor priuted
with the name of tho subseriber on thu
small ship of pink paper meant, and thought
that a little note ol cxplanation at the com-
menceuntent of the fuurlli page of the paper
rmglit bo advisable, to let subseribers kaow
that the number before their names on the
address was the number of the paper they
had paid their subseriptious to, and that the
shango of that number was sufficient reccipt
wlhen they Lad renewed tloir subseiiption,
and so ot Jeave any room for excuso that
they did not know that their subseription
was due, which was the caso in this in
stance, sowething that onght nut o be (for
so cxcellent & papu) sune timo past due.

A very pleasing and interesting featuro
to many in your very valuable paper is,
that when any suggestions for improve-
ment, gnovances that call for redress, or
anything of special interest to the Church,
your columns are open fo lay, as well as
clerical, correspondents. When some griev-
anco 18 feit m o locality, it soems we are apt
to comse to tho conclusion that the whole
wmachinery of the Church is at fanit. A
caso in points In your issuc of 17th inst.,
on the ficsl- pago, undor * Information
Wansoed .":\i)yv"xA. Muaister of C. P. Church.’
After.making somo statoments, &e.;he says:’
“Qur Chuich-hns giveniths wholo power
over to the peoplo, and' mide ministers.
‘vollinig:balls -Wliich any fénotiouis embor
_dy. drive about fo desporation,” *On'réad:’
ing that giatemont; wo could not:Tielp thinke:

{['ing that'if thoiwritér liad :wntnossed: theag-s

‘tions .of ~§59§\”19x’6f£m,iy ‘Progbyterics ‘in:thec
Wes i Wohld v -c6io-to" & difforoqt

‘elmrehy ntid linvo, boughtthe- powsy
shave not bonghthilm,” \
L -3

5

pUypamaag

acluslon, Whot, inforiungioly, auything

{|:should happes in 5 :Congrugation whiekebyr.|.

the pastur's usefulnoss ig very suach im
paived, and if, after & Prosbyterial visita-
tion, they have tatled to hoal the breach and
restore the pastor s usefulness, nccording to
the laws of our Chreh, the Presbytery aro
bound to relense him from lus chiarge and
proclaim the Churcls vacant. Laut, sir, as
+law makas should not be law bLreakers,”
preaching seems to bo ono thing and prac-
tico another. We have seon ono of our best
congregations in Ontario rent in twain, and
one-half call & minister of another denom.
ination, rather than submit to & Presbytery
who, rather than have the moral courage
to carry out the rules of the Chureh, would
1ather seorifice the best interests of a large
congregation by yielding to the wishes of
a brother minister. e have seen furthor,
that o minister, seemingly in order to get
over an unfortunate dfficulty, has gone so
far in encouraging a call from another con-
gregation, that we could not help saying he
was in truth and honour bound to acccoept
it, and whilo acknowledging that (one of
the beauties of Presbyterianism steps in).
lie leaves himself in the Liands of the breth-
ren, and a majority refuse the translation.
wvith thew it Lecomes a vei; solemn, and
& very serious matter to sover the tie tliat
has existed for many years. Buiwhen a
cull comes from o larger Church, and a lar-
gar salary is promised, no mattor what the
people 1nay think or say, the Dbrethren
gracofully yield to the translation.
O tempora! O moras!
A Lavmax or C. P. Cuurci.

Toronto Ladies’ Collego,

Epiton BRITISE AMERIOAN PRESBYTIRIAN,
Dear Sir;—1I havo often wonderd why,
that in Woronto with its numerous institu-
tivns for learning that there is no Collego
for Yuung Ladies in connexion with our
church, itis a want long felt by those who
dasiro tp give thoir daughters a good cdu-

eation and aro obliged to send them to
other institutions not in connexion, true
there is one college already at Ottawa and
auother I believe about to bo opened at
Drantford which will bo a convenience in
their own districts but Toronto is more con-
tial and more acceptable to a greater num-.
ber than cither of theso places.

Would 1t not be pessible to ,}com'ert the
present Collego Busldings into o Ladies
College, the situation is good, and would
be both convenient and liealthy, it would
be useless for mo to urpio the many rea-
sons why Toronto or the church should
t.ke up the question. The Roman Catho-
lie, English aud Methodist Churches seem
fully alive to the impurtanco of securing
the nfluence of the femunine mind in their
1espective  churches.

Yours truly,
A MEMBER.

The Indians.

EJdtiur BRiTisi AMLRICAN PRUSBYTERIAN
DEear Sin,—The work of our Church n

the North West is principally among its
own mombers, while all other opportunities
of doing good are ignored. A weak effort
has been made to evangelizs the Indinns—
an evidenco that an upimion pievails that
something ought to bo done. In a large
gettloment at the Saskatchewan there is a
pusstonary whose time is needed amiong
the culomsts, and who sees o fow Indiaus
ocasionally ; and just outside of Manitoba
for somo months past a c.teclust was travel-
liug and working.  Dut the amount of work
atterupted even if it had Leen successful, 18
not mn proportion to tho abiliy of such a
church as ours.

The field ngutfully belongs to the Church
in Canada, aud jast as Presbyterians else-
where, are among the most active and suc-
cessful mn the prosecution of difficult and
daugerous enterprises, so they ought to be
m this work. If 1t were entered upoun in
faith, the means for carrying 1t forward
would soon be forthicoming. If our Chureh
bo not courageous onough to set abvut duing
it, there onght to bo an appeal made to
somo other Presbyterian Cliurch for assist-
ance, so that the field might be occupied
aad the disgrace of duing ucxt to nothing
in the past taken away. Certainly this
would be the less spiritual, but if matters
are to continue as at presont, tho wiser con
clusion. If men wero sent out by some
otlier chinreh, no exortion would be spared
to make their work successful, both in tne
selection of wissionaries tharouglly fitted
for it, and in their equipment with every-
thing essential tn success, If the higlier
mative, * o turn them from darkness to
light, and from the powor of Satan nnte
Gud,” ‘bo not-suflicient, there.ave others.
Tho interests -of this country, require that
gomothing should be done for- their imt
provement. Somotimes :thoro ave .indica-
tions.that saem to.make it.probable.that at:
.some time our \noglect ofsthe Indians may.
;bringa.tarrble punishment upon.us.  They
1ato being exterminated by.whito men, who,
thaughthey+aceasionally, employ. firearms’
‘in“ihe worky.more ifrequently use the rem-
~botile,..than: ‘which. no -‘morg sdestrictive’
sngouey. -antong udiang; -is at. precent
. XOOWI,. o ; ; y
e e e X Lo, .-BeD.
“Spiingfel; Manitobn, Juily 18,1
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THE LAW REPEALED.

Editos DRITIAN AMERICAN PRREBETSRIAR,

Dear 8ir,—The “abominelle law " to
which o winister of the C. P. Church rofers
in your pevivus issae has been repesled at
last meeting of Assembly. For this the
thanks of tho rumsters in particular. and of
the Church m general, ero duo to the Pres-
bytery of Cobourg. This Presbytery, Iam
sure, will rejoice to think that as ono of the
firgt fruits of their “overture anent Homo
Mission Regulations,” thero is overy pros

pect of at least two additional candidates
for the ministry.
Yours truly,
. BENNETY.
Springville, July 20, 1874,

Presbytery of Montreal.

This Presbytery held a quarterly moeting
at Montrerl, and in Presbyterian College
there, cn tho eighth and ninth days of July,
1874. The Rov. Alexander Young, Moder-
ator. I'resent, fifteon ministers and three
clderg; the Sederunts. five. The Rev. JTames
8. Black, latoly ministor of Olive Street
Congregational  Church, Nashua, New
Hampsliire, United States, and Mr. Gavin
Sinclair, licentinte of the Froo Church of
Scotland, were received into the Canada
Preshytorian Church. The resignation of
the Rev. John Jones having been received,
Lie was loosed from lis pastoral relation to
Chalmers’ Church, Montreal. Tho Presby-
tery at the same time recording their confi-
dence in Mr. Jones, and testifying fo the
zeal and fidelity with which he has.culti-
vated a_difficult, though very hopeful field,
and to the signal success that has atiended
his Iabours. The Presbytery authorized the
Rov. Konneth Macdonald to moderate in o
call at Indian Lands, and appointed o spe-
cial meoting of Cowrt thore on the twelfth
day of August next, fo prosecute said call.
The quarterly Home Mission Report was
read and considered scriatim, and the
Presbytery resolved, That the. Home Mis-
sion Cotnmitteo gond a suitnble missionary
with as little delay as possible, to labour at
Arundel, De Salaberry, and Hamilton Faim.
A regular gospel call from Erskine Chuveh,
Montresl, to tho Rev. James 8. Black, was
signed by two hundred and cighty mem.-
bers in full communion, and fifty-soven
ndherouts, nccompanied with a promise of
$8,000 per annum for salary, and sustained,
and notice thereof was ordered to bo-duly
communicated to Mr. Black, in view of Ius
accepting snid eall, and eteps being taken
for his sottlement on Thursday the cighth
dny of-‘October noxt., ‘The. Presbytery.in-
structed their Home Mission Committeo, to
preparc o revised list of grants to supple-
mented congregations and mission stations,
and to forwad said list to tho-General
Home Mission Committee, in due time ; the
Presbytery’s Home Mission Committeo
were also instructed to preseribe subjects of
discourse to Stadents of Theology within
the bounds. Thoe Rev. John gcrimger
reported that tho congregation of tho Pres-
bytorinn Church, Stanley Streot, Moxntreal,
Lad clceted Elders who were ready for
ordination and induction. He also sub-
mitted a constitution for management of
temporal affairs of said congregation, and
moved that the samo be sanctioned,, to
which thoe Presbytery agreed. The Rev.Dr.
Taylor, however, at the samo time, craving
and obtaining leave to dissent, on-the
ground that, in his judsment, the second
articlo of the said Constitution is inconsis-
tent with tho lato decision of the General
Assombly on the employment of instru.
mental music, and virtually introduces a
new term of communion into the congrega-
tion. 'The Presbytery having learned that
the Rev. James Wellwood, of Coto des
Neiges, bad gone for threo months to-re-
cruit lus liealth at soa and in Great Britain,
approved of his doing so, and expressed
their sympathy with him in his afiliction.
Mr. Robert Watt was transforred to.the
Presbytory of Guelph, and Messrs. James
Cameron, Ayr, and Telespliore Brouillotte,
having delivered their public probationary
trials to the satisfaction of tho Presbytery,
were, in due form, hcensed to preach the
Gospel. The Presbytery ordored that ses-
sions and cougregations bo instructed by
circulars to send in their roturns anent tho
General Assombly’s Remit ou Union, on or
before the eighth day of Ostober next, which
day the Presbytery will meet at Montreal,
m Presbytertan Collego, at ten c'clock fore-
noot.—J AMEs WATSON, Presbytery Clerk.
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A Hmndoo paper publishéd in Bengal,
Sojona Razana, speaksofthoe axcellonce of
the Bible. In advoeating the mtroduction
of thoe Biblo into government schools, from.
which British tiumdity, indufererico and in<
fidehty had excluded it, theso heathen writ-
ors deserbo it as «The bedt and Most.ex--
cellent of all Buaglish books, and thore ‘is- .
notats liko in the Enghsh. language. “As-
every Jomt of-tho sugar canoe, from, the.root
to the top, 18 full of sweetness, 4o every -
page of the Brolo 1s fraught.with tho most

recious mstructions. A “portion Of” thak
Eook woull yieldr ta you more "of 'sound.
morality. than a thousand othier treatises on -

the ramo subject.. In short, if any pérson.

studhes the English languagoe witlin yigw to-
gun wisdom, thero,ig.mot’, anather‘hook'
morg-worthy of being read:tlian the Bible.”

‘——Soutliern Presbylerian.

“Tho inedthes of tiio_ five. leading foreight

‘missionnry societies’in Engloud aro.as fol..

lowsy - ChnichrMissionney:Sostoty, $1.808,
1053 Wesleyan,. §88%, 625 ;. Londou, Miss-
Hniry, 579,747 Socinty for tho Propagation
‘of the Grepelu$55L, 9933 BnilisliBaptisty>
3201075, Mhése’ Augomes, smiduntivic o
ntotab-uf ety thivo auil & half” millldos,.
alibw  sistabiod - and  growling. interéat’in,
iony:
« ‘”’:;\: SR
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