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THE LONDON BOOK TRADE.

AR, ANDERSON SEYS FORTH THID VIEWS op

1 the meeting of the Tariff Commis-
A ston in London, Dec, ;, Messrs. J. 1.
Anderson, D. Ao McDermid and John Mills
appeared for the book trade.  Mr. Ander
son read a statement signed by all the
dealers in the city, which clearly set forth
their views as follows :

» \s representatives of the bookselling
busitiess in this city, we desire to bring be-
fore your netice some features of the present
tantt which we think work to our disadvan-
taze. and at the same time are of no appreci-
able benefit to the public at large or any
spedial class of the community ; and we
alvw desire to suggest changes which we
think will help us to carry on our business
with greater satisfaction to ourselves, with-
out being detrimental to the interests of
others.

*The finst and principal grievance which
we desire to have removed is the specitic
duty of 6¢. per pound on hooks, and we
submit the following reasons in support of
the removal.  In ordering books it is im-
possible to know what they are going to
wst vntil the books are reccived and the
duty paid, and it sometimes happens that
by the time duty is added, the cost is more
than the price agreed upon with the cus-
tomer, while in the majority of cases the
margin left is 5o small thatit does not pay
to handle them.  Again, in handling large
shipments, containing books of varous
sires and weights, the advance for duty has
to be added according to the percentage on
the whole invoice, as it would be next to
impossible to ascertain the weight of cach
book separately, and add the duty accord-
ngls. In many cases, where separate books
in such shipments have to be re-ordered, we
tind that the duty is altogether different
fiom the percentage added on the whole
shipmient. These may seem small matters,
but we admit that where conditions are im-
posed which hamper the conduct of any busi-
ness, and which can be remedied by chany-
iy the conditions, such a chanye should be
made,

** Another reason, and one which will pro-
bably appeal with stronger force to those
who have the government and the interests
af the whole people to consider, is that the
present tarifTis very much in the interests of
the wealthy classes as against the wage-
earner and general reader,  Lxpensive
books, such as only those who are wealthy
<an buy, pay a very much smaller duty
than those which are rcad by the people
whime means are limited ; the duty in the
rasc of some of the cheaper lines running
up a5 high as 50 per cent., and while frec
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hibraries to a limted extent remove this ob-
jection, the fact remains that the more the
peaple are encouraged to buy books for
themsclves, form their own libraries and
love books for their own sakes, the more
that pcople will grow in the higher virtues,
It i3 claimed by some that the present
tarifft  prevents the importation of checap
paper-bound  books and gives them
a chance to print such works in
Canada, thus giving employment to a
large number of our countrymen, This may
have been a good argument to induce the
Governiment to put on the specific duty 'in
the first place, but experience has proved
that such a desirable result has not been ob
taned. There have been very few cheap
paper-bound books published in Cavnada
since the specific duty was adopted, except
those of Canadian copyright books, and the
duty makes no difference with regard to
them, as no forcign editions can be import-
cd.  So that this contention, which is made
much of in certain quarters, falls to the
ground. What we suggest as a remedy for
this grievance is an ad valorem duty of not
more than 15 per cent., which we think
would be satisfactory to the large majority
of the trade,

«* A second gnicvance, and a very scrious
one, is the virtually shutting out of the reta))
trade from supplying mechanics’ institutes
and frec hibrartes, by allowing them to .
port their books frecof duty.  As members
of the trade, we siyned the petition present.
ed to you in Toronto on this subject, and we
desire now heartily. to support the prayer of
that petition, and hope the Government will
sce their way to grantit.

**In the interests of those members of the
trade who handle magazines, we wounld
like to sce the extra duty imposed on fashion
magazines removed so that they be al-
lowed to come in the same as other maga-
sincs. It does seem very unfair that people
sending their subscriptions direct to the
publishers should receive their copies free of
duty, while the merchant bringing the samnc
in in quantities, has to pay the tax. This is
competition which no merchant can meet
and be honest.

**In conclusion, we hope that the griev-
ances herein stated will receive your careful
consideration, and in so far as the Govern-
ment in their wisdom see it to be at least
not against the interests of our great Do-
minion, that they will be removed.

o James I ANDERSON X Co.
< W, L. Carrit.

s Jous Minis,

< StrTos & Co,
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THE DEOKMBER MAQAZINES.

HI it of the Christimas magazines to
T appear was Frank Leslic's Popular
Monthly, and itis i every respect a beau-
titul number.  Under the title ** A Magic
istand,” Beatriz B. de lLuaa writes enter-
tainingly of the picturesque Catalinas of
California. Cornell Univenity is described
by Herbert Crombic Howe. Major-General
O, O, Howard tells something of the
* Character and Campaigns of General
Robert . Lee,” and among the illustra-
tions to this article is the last portrait of the
great Confederate ; there is an interesung
paper on pottery by Lawrence Mendenhall ;
an excellent Christmas story is contributect
by Margaret E. Sangster: in ** Canoeing
Downthe Rhine,’”* Rochefort Cathoun takes
the readers pleasantly from Basel to Heidel-
beryg . Francis Wilson's new play, ** Half a
King." is described and pictured with por-
traits and views of the pnncipal scenes
Varina Ann Jefterson Davis, the ** Daugh-
ter of the Confederacy,’” has something to
say of the proposed Battle Abbey of the
South; and there are numerous short stories
and poems and an attractive young folks'
department.

The Westimiinster, the new monthly for
the home, continues to make marked pro-
gress. It has a Gine cover.  Its articles on
social, political and religious subjects are
well chosen.  ‘The fiction, poetry, literary
zossip, table talk, cte., are all excellent,
The Westininster promises an atractive
programme for 1897. Editor, Rev. J. A.
Macdonald, ‘I'he Westminster Co,, pub-
lishers, Confederation Life Duilding, l'o-
ronto ; £1.50 PEr VCAT, 15C. PCr copy.

The Chnstmas number of The Pall Mali
Magazine contains ** Mathwin : A Sinner of
Pontiac,”” a story by Gilbert Patker,

DEATH OF MATTHEW MILLER.

N Nov. 22 a well-known sationer
O passed away at the age of 73, Mat-
thew Miller was in the stationery busincss in
Oucbec for 35 vears.  He was at first with
Middicton & Co., who were proprictors of
The Quchee Gazette, one of the first news-
papers published in . Canada. \When the
firm was changed to Middleton & Dawson,
Mr. Miller commenced business for himsclf.
By cconomy and closc attention to business
he bult up a substanual connection,  Hetre-
ured from active business three years ago
One of his clerks took over the business and
carrics 1t on at the old stand on St. lcter
strect.

He won the respect and osteem of his fel-
lows by his integrity and busincss ability.
He was for some time an alderman, and as
such was a faith{ul servant of his city.



