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A I the meeting of t Tariff Commis-.,ion in London, 1)ec.3, Messrs. J. I.
.\ndelron. D. A. McI)ermil and John Mills
apeared for the book trade. Mr. Ander
,o:n read a statement signed by all the
deaier' in the city, which clearly set forth
their .iws as follows :

\N rcprcsentatives of the bookselling
bsmmess ini this city. we desire to bring be-
fore youmr netice some features of the present
tantf whici wC think vork to our disadvan-
tage. and at the sanie time arc of no appreci-
able benefit to the public ai large or any
,pcrial class of the conmunity: and we
also desire to suggest changes which wc
think will belp us to carry on our business
nmah gicater satisfaction to ourselves, with-
oui being detrimental to the interests of
otliers.

Sl'le first and principal grievance whichi
%le de'.îrc to have rmoved is the spcciic
dlt>i of 6c. pier pound on books, and we
submiît the following reasons in support of
the renoval. In ordering books il is im-
pxo»ible to know what they are going to
tost t'ntil the books are rcceived and the
dut% paid, and it sometines happens that
ly the time duty is added, the cost ik more
than the price agreed upon withi te eu.-
tomer. while in tie majority of cases the
niar g in left is So small that it does not play
to handle theni. Again, in handling large
siupments. containing books of various
site. and weights, the advance for duty has
to be added according to the percentage on
the whole invoice. as it vould be next to
imnpo.ssiblc to ascertain the weigit of each
book separately. and add the duty accord-
ingl>. lii nany cases, where separate books
in such shilpmenits have to be re.ordered. we
find that the duty ii altogether different
froni the perceitage added on the wholc
shimnient. These may secem smîall matter,.
but we admit that where conditions arc im-
posed which hanper ticonduct of any busi-
ne".. and which can1 be remedied by chang-
ng the conditions, such a change should be

madie.

" Another reason, and one whiclh will pro-
hably appeal with stronger force to those
who have the govcrmment and the interests
lit [te whole people to consider. is that the
prccnt tariff is very mnuch in the mterests of
the wealthy classes as against the wage-
carncr and gencral reader. F.xpensive
books. such as only those who are wcalthy
-ai buy. pay a very much snallcr duty
than those which arc read by the people
whle means are linited ; the duty in the

rse of some of the cheaper lines running
up a- iigh as 50 per cent., and while frec

lhbrares to a hinted extent remove this ob-
jection, the fact reiains that the more the
people are encotraged to buy books for
themisclv'es, forn their own libraries and
love books for tlcir own sakes, the more
that pcople will grow in the higlher virtues.
il ii claimned by soie that hie preseit
tariff prevents the importation of chcap
paper-bound books and gives themiî
a chance to print such works in%
Canada, thus giving employnent to a
large number of our countrymen. This niay
have been a good argument to induce the
Governnent to put on the specific duty 'in
the first place, but experience has proved
that such a desirable result has net been ob
taned. There have becn very few cheap
paper-bound books published in Canada
since the specific duty was adopted. except
those of Canadian copyright books, and the
duty makes no difference with regard to
them, as no forcign editions can be import-
cd. So that this contention, which is made
much of in certain quarters. falls to the
ground. What we suggest as a remedy for
this grievance is an ad valoremn duty of not
more than 15 per cent.. which we thiik
would bie satisfactory to the large niajority
of the trade.

"A second grievance. and a very serious
ont, is the virtually shuting oit of the rcaml
trade froi supplying mîeclanics' institutes
and free llraines, by allowing them to un-
port tlcir books free of duty. As mîemîibers
of the trade. ve signed the petition present-
ed to yu m i i Toronto on this subject. and we
desire now heartily- tu support the prayer of
tIat petition. and hope the GCovernmient vill
sec tleir wsav to grant il.

In itie intciests of those nieimibers of the
trade who handle magazines, we woild
like tu sec the extra duty inposed on fashion
miagazines remîoved so that they be al-
lowed to coic in the same as other niaga-

ncs. It doces scem very unf;ir that peopIc
sending tlcir subscriptions direct to the
pîublishcrs should receive their copies free of
duty, white the mierchant bringing the saine
in in quantitics, has to pay the tax. This is
competition vhich no merchant can mcet
and be honest.

" In conclusion, we hope that the griev-
ances herein stated wili receive your careful
consideration, and in so far as the Govern-
ment in their visdom see it to bc at least
not against the intcrests of our great Do-
ninion, that they will be remioved.

"j.Sl l 1. ANmîi.Rs0ON & Coi.
"W. J.. C.utlii..

"-Joli\ m i .

Smîirr & Co.
mmm1·xt : & 1-oîa.".

THE DEOIEMBER MAGAZINES.

T H i,,t of the Christmas magarines to
appear was Frank l.cslie's Plar

Monthly. andi it s mi every respect a beau-
tiful numiber. 'nder the title "A Magic
l'and," leatrir il. tde Luna wîrites Cnter-

tainingly of the picturesque Catalinas of
California. Cornell Univcrsity is describcd
by Herbert Crombie lowe. Major-General
0. I. IIoward tells sonething of the
" Character and Campaigns of General
Robert E. .ce,. and aniong the illustra-
tions to this article is the last portrait of the
gre.at Confederate ; there is an interestmng
paper on pottery by 1.awrence Mendenhali ;
an excellent Christmas story is contributed
by Margaret E. Sangster : in " Canoeinig
IDown the Rhmne, " Roclhefort Calhoun takes
dit readers pleasantly from Basel to leidel-
berg . Francis WiJàon's new play, I'Hall a
King." is described and pictured with por-
traits and views of the pnncipal scenes ;
Varina Ann Jefferson Davis. the " Daugh-
ter of the Confedcracy," has something to
say of the proposed Battle Abbey of the
Soutli; and iliere arc numerous short stories
and poeins and an attractive young folks'
departmcnt.

Tl'ie Westiminster, the new mlonthly for
the home, continues to imake marked pro-

gress. It has a fine cover. Its, articles oni
social. political and religioui's subjicets arc
well chosenl. The irtioli. lCtr., litcrarv
gossip,. table tailk. etc.. are ail .ecellenît.
The Wtstliiiste pmromîiscs an attrati e

programme for t3 97 . Editor. Rev. J. A.
M1acdonald. The Wcstinstr ('ç., pub -
lishers. Confedemtion i.ifre uidi ng T-i
ronto . S.50 per year. i5c. per opy.

The Chnîrîstmnas inumber of The P.MI Mall
'Magarine contains "Ilatmoin : A Sinner of
Puntiac.' a sot vby Gilbert Pitker.

DEATH OF MATTHEW MILLER.ON Nov. . a w'ell-knowni stationer

passei away a tîhe age Of 73. -Nlat-
thew Miller vas in the stationery buincss in
<uclbec for 35 ycars. lie was it tirst Nîtlh
MiddIlton & Co., who were proprictor. of
*'he ()tuchcc Gazette. one of thc first niews
papers pulibshed in Canada. Vhcn the
lirni was Ihanged to Middleton & Dauson,
.lr. Miller conmenced business for himstielf.
IBy economy and close attention to businscs>
lie bout upa substantial connection. lie :e-
tircd froi active business threc years ago
One of his clerks took over the lusmncs' anti
carres it on at the old stand on St. Peter
strect.

lie won the respect and cstecems of his fel-
lows by his intcgrity and business ability.
lie was for some tinie an alderman, and as
such was a faithful servant of his city.


