
and altbough we had fixed aur subscription rate
at a nominal figure, so as ta be within the reach,
alI and everyane, that we should manage ta
conduct aur paper without its being a charge
tipon the already heavily taxed funds of the
Homes, and without adding anything ta Dr.
Barnarda's burdens. Our ideas wvere same-
what vague as ta "lways and means," but we
thoughit we couid foresee sa many directions in
which aur paper rnight be a help and benefit ta
us, that we are afraid aur enthusiasm carried
us rather lightly over the important process of
Ilcounting the cost," and we were tao much
disposed ta "ltrust ta luck," and caunt aur
chickens in the shape of advertisements and
other sources of revenue a very long while be-
fore they were hatched-Nve may say belore even
the process of incubation had begun.

Haw far have we even partially succeeded
in satisfying aur aspirations during the twelve
months that aur little paper bas hiad an ex-
istence ? As regards the last point, finances,
we must freely and candidly avow that aur cx-
pectatians have been mast wvafully and definitely
dissappainted. Wc have nat paid aur way by
a very large sum, and have accumulated a most
unpleasantly large deficit. Sa unpleasantly large
is this deficit, that it will flot suprise us any day
ta be told fram headquarters, that we mnust
bring this extravagance ta a full stop Certainly,
we have heard nothing of the kind yet, but we
know iveli that there ,are ', liard tirncs " at
home, and often moments and days of deep
anxiety as ta where food and clothing and the
necessaries of hie are ta corne for the great
family of 5,ooo now dependent upon the Homes,
and ail the side leaks by wvhich money escapes
have ta be closely îvatched and vigorouslv
stopped up. UPS AND DOWNS is getting ta be
rather a I eaky" place in the ship, and vie
rnay have ta be treated accordingly, but mean-
time we are gaing ta make the best of ourselves.
Perhaps a hright idea mav strike us some day
ta try and repair the leak ourselves, and we may
make a very special appeal ta aur boys and
girls ta give us the means of doing thîs; but vie
vian't say more of this just naw, except that it
wiii grieve us irnrensely if we have ta drap aur
paper, and vie don't mean doing sa unless we
are compelled.

As ta the fulfilnent of the other abjects
with whichi we started our paper, if we may
judge fram the testimanies af our boys, big and
littie, fram Nova Scotia ta Britislh Columbia,
wve can congratulate ourselves upon having sur-
passed aur inost sanguine expectations. We
can number by many hundreds the letters we
have receîved showing that UPs AND DOviNS
bias been a delight and pleasure ta its sub-
scribers, that it hias developed an "esprit de
corps " among aur boys as nothing else lias ever
done, and that as a cammunity wp. have gained
in respect and prestige from having this
monthly crgan. People who had heard little
ai us belote, and stili less that ivas any good,
have had their eyes opened, and their sympa-
thies aviakened, and we can now speak with
aur Il enemies in the gate " on very different
ternis. We knaw vieil that Ilpride goes befare
a fail," and we should be very sorry ta adopt
anything like a spirit of boasting; but we are
enthusiastic for aur work, and vie believe aur-
selves ta be charnpioning a great and a righteous
cause; and loaking back therefore upon the
twelve months' hife Of UPs AND DaviNS we do in-
deed '1 thank God and take courage."

Nor would vie neglect this apportunity of
expiessing aur sincere and heartfelt thanks ta
aur boys, wha have so generausly strengthened
aur hands by *showing their appreciatian of aur

UPS AND DOWNS.

efforts, and have given s0 many encouraging
tokens of the value they set upon this link be-
tween themselves and the aid Home and their
old friends. They have shown us that their
hearts are in the right place, and that there is
a deep and abiding feeling of loyalty amongst
them to Dr. Barnardo and those who are
associated with him. We have anly tasay that
we desire, from the bottom of our hearts, that
this will continue and grow stronger in the years
to came, and if 1JPs AND DOWNS serves in any
degree ta cail forth and ta give expression ta
this feeling amongst us, we shall have been
abundantly repaid for aur efforts.

We cannat canceive any movernent of this
great age of advancement, whether in the
political, social or phiianthrapic warld, ac-
complishing greater ends or fraught with
brighiter and more .permanently bene-
ficial results ta saciety at large than Dr.
Dr. Barnardo's Emigration work ; and the spec-
tacle as we see it in our dai!y expcrience, and
as wve have tried ta represent it a littie in the
columnIs Of UPS AND DoWNS, Of thousands of
yaung men entering upon lives of hope and
promise, is enaugli ta arouse the highest feelings
of enthusiasm and praise. It is still more so if
we go a little further back and contrast the
prospects of these lives as they are and as they
rnighi have heen under différent circumstances,
left ta be stified under the pressure of grinding
cotupetitian and aver population, and ta be
dowvn trodden in the iintpns strilg-gle for exiCtý
ence known ta aIl who live and labour among the
industrial populations in bur home cities.

In aur last issue we quoted Sir Charles
Tupper's nable words, in wvhich lie spoke of Dr.
Barnardo's enterprise as being a IlGod-like
work." And swiely no earthiy enterprise could
be more in accordance with the mind and spirit
of the Divine Master than this grand and suc-
cessful effort ta alleviate the great volume of
misery and suffering; ta take by the hand those
wlho have been stricken down in the race of life,
and place them again in the way ta become in-
dependent ; ta gîve a chance in the world ta
boys and girls whose future wvould otherwise
be overcast, and in some cases almost hopeless,
and ta open careers of usefulnesss ta those
whom poverty and misfortune have handi-
capped in the struggle in life ! Can we not have
faith ta believe that He, whose work ive are
assured this is, in whose Spirit it is carried on
and who lias so abundantly owned and blessed
it in the past wiil continue ta give His favour
and blessîng, and despite ahl obstacles and dis-
cauragement will open the way for the ac-
complishment af yet brighter results in the
future ?

I arn writing on board the steamship "lOtto-
man," that is taking me over ta b 'ring out
another large party of boys. 1 shall hope ta
arrive with them in course of next month, and
we shaîl be pleased ta hear of any good openings
that ofler that wiJl enable us ta place the new-
corners in desirable homes. Our boys can help
us a great deal in this direction, and if anyone
will write ta Mr. Davis at the Toronto Home,
hie will give ail information as to the terrns and
condition upon whichi boys are placed out,1 and
later on hie will be -able ta advise of the exact
date when' the party is expected ta reach
Toronto.

OUR LITERARY AND MUTUAL IMPROVE-
MENT SOCIETY.

E, regard aur adoption of the r&l of
amateur bookseller as, ta same ex-
tent, a means of testing vihetherMothe Literary and Mutual Improve-

ment Society is fulfilling the abject vie had in
view when we instituted this departrnent
af aur journal. Our airn in affording aur
friends an opportunity of expressing their
opinions upon variaus specified subjects
bias been nat rnerely ta enlist a mo-
mentary înterest in those subjects. and in the
mannerý the diflerent contributors have deait
with them, but ta sa stimulate and faster the
interest thus roused juta activity, that it îvould
intuitively seek extension in wvider fields of re-
search.

The ever-active mind of man is always seek-
ing for knowledge of some kind or other. It is
a havi of aur nature that aur minds shall neyer
stand. stili. But whether that an which the
mind seeks knowledge is good or bad. and wiii
work ta aur advantage or ta aur evil, depends
largeiy upon the oppartunities we place belore
it. If we heave it -~ ta chance," it wili forage for
scraps among the garbage of the gutter. Mind
and body mîust have food of some kind, and
failing anything better, they fali back on ail
sorts of refuse; but the poison does its xvork
far more rapidly and sur *eiy viith the mind than
withi the body. Too much importance cannat
be attaclicd ta enabling the mmnd ta discern
between thait whirh is m snu and1 that hc
is ivholesome; between that Nvhich destrays
and that xvhîch leads ta health, strength, and
pawer. The anly ivay ta, do this is ta cultîvate
variaus faculties with. which ail men are, in
greater or less degree, endowed; and in this
wvork of cultivation ail viho take part in aur
Improvement Society are engaged. And vie
very firmly believe they are not warking in vain.
Last manth we offered ta procure for those
who desired it a supply of very wvholesome
mental food -many of the standard works of
Englisli prose and poetry-at a cost far less
than viould be necessary ta procure a like quan-
tity of retuse. It is with a feeling of intense
satisfaction that vie are able ta say that a large
numnber of aur friends have taken advantage of.
aur affer. We have already ardered from Eng-
land 300 volumes tc' meet demands made upon
us within twa weeks of the appearance of aur
last issue

This, we think, vie can fairly dlaim as very
strang presumptîve evidence that the trashy
productions, the poisonous refuse, with which
the country is flaoded, find but fevi friends
among aur boys and girls.

We very earnestiy iiope that the 300 books,
we have already been compelled ta arder wii
prove but a first instalîment, ta be fahlovied by
mnany mare of even greater proportions. We
should experience considerable pleasure
in knowing that every subscriber ta aur journal
hiad pracured a full set of the penny works, and
having procured them, wvould make himself or
herseif tharaughly acquainted withi their con-
tents ; nat that we would wish one of aur
friends ta becorne a mere boak-worm, a book-
worm heing of littie use ta himself or ta others.
The great end ta be achieved by books is for
the reader ta more perfectly fit himself for bis
daily life and duties; that he may carry into
bis vocation greater mental energy, increased
paver for noble thaught and action. Where
books fail in accomplishing this they are merely
50 rnuch waste paper. And whihe the same
book is nat goîng ta move ail men, even with
the same lofty ideals, in the same manner, vie
bave no hesitatian in saying that there wîil be
found littie "vwaste paper" among the.selec-
tians our friends have fiade. Some wiii find in
ane volume a degree of enjoyment and of men-


